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FINDING INSPIRATION

“I'm just not inspired!”

Inspiration. How do you find it? Where
do you find it? Is there a secret that
can help get your “creative juices”
flowing?

Winter, with its shorter days and colder
temperatures, often takes a toll on
your inspiration—these times are often
especially hard on plein air painters
and nature photographers, despite an
abundance of lovely
winter landscapes.
Social distancing due

to COVID is also taking
a toll, as it reduces

our interactions with
family, friends and other
people. So, if you're
lacking inspiration,
what can you do about
it? Well, there are a
number of things you
can try.

Sometimes you can just step back

and wait. Be a spectator for a

while. Museums offer visual tours

and arts centers are airing concerts
and performances. They are free,
enjoyable, and can provide inspiration.
Sometimes “doing something else”
can trigger a new approach to your
creative endeavors. So try a new media
or craft you've never done before.
With the abundance of how-to books,
YouTube videos and online classes, it's
easy. If you want more interaction, you
can probably even find small “socially
distanced” in-person classes locally
available at arts centers and libraries.

The internet offers even more
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March and April 2021

options. Sketch A Day (sketchaday.
app) provides a new prompt every
day as the inspiration for a sketch.
Post your sketch. Look at others’
sketches. Inktober is a similar group
on Facebook, known for its October
challenge — to do one ink drawing
each day for the entire month, based
on the daily prompts provided. And
yes, if you want feedback, you can post
them on Inktober’s Facebook page.

Is a daily prompt too
much? Consider weekly
practice with groups like
The100DayProject, which
offers weekly prompts from
the December Solstice until
the June Equinox this year.

There are similar groups

for writers and within the

crafts, and groups that offer

an overlap of your creative

and other interests. If you're

a photographer, consider a
group like Facebook’s New York State
Waterfalls, composed of people who
enjoy things like walking on nature
trails to get to waterfalls and enjoy
taking and sharing photographs of
those waterfalls.

You can also create your own group.
It's fairly easy to do so on Facebook,
but it doesn’t have to be that formal.
Talk to other artists, crafters, and/or
writers you know. The prompts can
be colors, emotions, types of food
or flowers — whatever — and be as
frequent or infrequent as you like.

Maybe it's not so hard to find that

inspiration after all.
—Pat Jackson
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Arts Center
Board Members

Class of 2020
Anita Maroscher
Dick Murphy
Sandra Murrin
Kathy Ring
Deb Scharf

Class of 2021
Lynn Blumenau
Marsha Devine
George Dornberger
Caryl Flickinger
Howard LeVant
Dixon Zorovich

Class of 2022
Faith Benedict
John Christensen
Daryl Davis
Kristi Hoag
Karen Morris
Mike Smith
Bethany Snyder

Officers
Dixon Zorovich, Pres.
Kathy Ring, VP
Anita Maroscher, Treas.
Daryl Davis, Sec.

Executive Director
Kris Pearson

Mission

The Arts Center's
mission is to enrich
the quality of life of

Finger Lakes residents,
artists, and visitors
by providing
opportunities for
active participation
in the arts. To this
end, we plan,
promote, and develop
art programs and
projects; coordinate,
schedule, and
publicize events;
develop and maintain
physical facilities.

Volunteer
Opportunities

Interested in
volunteering at the
Arts Center? Contact
volunteer coordinator
Lynn Blumenau at
Lynnblumenau@gmail.
com. Volunteers serve
as docents in the Flick
Gallery, help hang
artwork for shows,
prepare food for
exhibit openings, help
in various capacities
with fundraising events
throughout the year
and serve on a variety
of committees. We
welcome your help with
any of the Arts Center's
activities!

From the Board President

A year into the pandemic and the Arts Center
continues to transform our operations to meet the
challenges of today and to prepare for the future.
Over the last 12 months, we have reinvented the
way we serve our artistic community—offering
virtual, online programs, debuting an online
store, and adjusting our Arts Center operations to
ensure the health and safety of staff and visitors.

It has not been easy for us, or for our community.
Despite the pandemic’s significant financial

and programmatic impact on our organization,
we have been uplifted by the dedication of

our volunteers and the support of our artists,
members, and donors.

As vaccines continue to roll out and the infection
rate slowly drops, we are looking forward to a
more “normal” second half of the year. We are
considering our options for once again holding
our annual Keuka Arts Festival in Penn Yan in late
summer or early fall, and are optimistic that we
will be able to throw open the doors of Sunny
Point, our lakeside facility, to our usual roster of
summer workshops, open pottery studio hours,
guest artists, and festive events like the popular
Ice Cream Social.

While we anticipate the need to continue to
implement health and safety measures for the
foreseeable future as recommended by our local,
state, and federal public health officials, it will

VOLUME 48 ISSUE 2

be wonderful to once again gather together to
celebrate and take part in the arts.

In the meantime, we continue to offer both in-
person and virtual workshops and to stock the
online store with exciting items. We know we are
not out of the woods yet. In early February, we
closed the Arts Center when Director Kris Pearson
began to show symptoms of COVID-19. Under
the direction of Yates County Public Health, Kris
has been in quarantine as the virus ran its course.
Fortunately, Kris is now on the mend and we
expect her to return to work after her quarantine
period ends and she has been approved to do so
by Public Health.

The Arts Center has been deep-cleaned and

will remain closed until February 26 to ensure

the health and safety of staff and visitors. Many
thanks to the Board members who stepped up

to deal with this situation, particularly Anita and
Daryl, who took the lead in finding qualified deep
cleaners and giving Kris a hand with managing
quarantine.

It's always a team effort at the Arts Center, and
the past year has highlighted that like no other.
Thanks to everyone for being on our team!

—Dixon Zorovich

Browse original creations from our member artists from the comfort of
your home through our online shop! When you see a work that you'd like
to own, add it to your cart, and then contact the Arts Center to arrange
for pick-up.
Visit artscenteryatescounty.org/shop to start browsing!
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KEUKA LAKE ARTS FESTIVAL 2021

To all artists, vendors and friends of the Keuka Arts
Festival,

In a normal year, we would be deep in the planning
stages for this year's festival, but this is definitely not
a normal year. After having to cancel the 2020 festival
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we are still uncertain
as to the fate of this year's Keuka Arts Festival.

What we can tell you is that we are working with
Village of Penn Yan officials to find an appropriate
date later in the summer or early fall, and to meet
both Village regulations and State of New York Safety
Plan measures. We continue to play a waiting game,
as does the rest of the world.

What we can also tell you is that no matter what,
we plan on holding the Keuka Arts Festival again.

It is not going to go away, and we hope to come
back bigger and better than ever. In the time since
the last festival, there have been some wonderful
improvements in and around the park where the
festival is held. Of particular note is that a pedestrian
bridge over the Keuka Outlet waterway now
connects Penn Yan's downtown to the northern

area of the festival site. Being closer to town, and
additional parking, this bridge will bring many more
people into that area and to the festival as a whole.

Please know that we are keeping up to date on
COVID news developments and are working
diligently to decide if we can hold the festival this
year. We will let everyone know as soon as we do.
Thank you for your support over the years, and we
look forward to seeing everyone together again
soon!

—Karen Morris and Cindy Kowalski
Co-Chairs, Keuka Arts Festival
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Making the Look Beautiful

Beauty, it is said, is in the eye of the beholder.

Many local juried artists are also bringing in new artwork to display for
this exhibit! “Making the Look Beautiful” runs February 26 — April 2,
2021. Stop by and see what's new!
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A New York Summer

Think of beach days at Indian Pines Park, golden sunsets on Keuka Lake, ice
cream sundaes at Seneca Farms, a visit to Watkins Glen. That's summer in
Central New York.

Our early summer show, entitled “A New York Summer,” celebrates all those
special times in the Finger Lakes in summer. The show opens May 24th and
runs until June 26th. We are honored to have two amazing featured artists
displaying their work during this show, Catherine O’Neill and Dennis Revitzky.

7 / 7

cﬁf/&//%g @ %ﬁ/// Catherine O’Neill’s paintings celebrate Adirondack

e o landscapes and scenes of family life. She has been
' painting for nearly 20 years after taking a beginner
watercolor class at the local art center. She has won
numerous awards in local
and national art shows,
including two consecutive
best of show awards from
the Northeast Watercolor
Society International
Exhibition and the W.D.
Gorman Memorial Award
from the American
Watercolor Societies 143rd
International Exhibition.

Dennis Revitzky is a print maker and painter. His
linocuts are original hand pulled prints produced

in small editions. They are
made with oil-based inks

on Rives lightweight paper,
and printed by hand using a
wooden spoon. Dennis has
exhibited and sold his work
professionally since 1974 and
been included in over one
hundred and thirty regional
and national shows, over
twenty one solo or two-artist
shows, and his work can be
found in many private, corporate, and institutional
collections.

Cr70l0 “Yrtl

T

“A New York Summer” runs May 24 — June 26, 2021.
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CLASSES & WORKSHOPS

GLASS COLLAGE
Sat., Feb. 27, 2-6pm, & Sun., Feb. 28, 1-3pm, with Crissy McGuinness
Using bits and pieces of stained glass and other “found”
objects, create

a unique,
multidimensional
mosaic “painting.”
$60 members, $72
not-yet-members

WATERCOLOR
PAINTING ON TEA
BAGS (via Zoom)
Tues., March 2,
10am-noon, with
Fran Bliek

What is it about a tea bag that compels an artist to want to
use it as a media? Tea bags provide an interesting surface and
texture. Just have fun with it! Come create a 5x7 watercolor
painting using a tea bag on watercolor paper as your painting
surface. Paintings can be abstract or representational. Create a
piece of art that can framed or used as a special greeting card.
$20 members, $24 not-yet-members

NEEDLE FELTING

Sat., March 13, 2-5pm, with Crissy McGuinness

“Paint” with fiber! Using colored wool roving and a sharp,
hooked needle, combine and blend raw wool into a two-
dimensional image that can be framed or used as a special
greeting card. $30 members, $36 not-yet-members, $18
materials fee for wool and felting tools

SPRING GARDEN CLAY CREATIONS

Saturdays, March 20 & April 10, 10am-noon, with Faith Benedict
It's time to think about our gardens once again—creating
ceramic garden markers, wind chimes, planters, or garden
gnomes...or whatever creative idea you might have. Celebrate
spring with potter Faith Benedict by playing in the clay. Class
size is limited. $40 members, $48 not-yet-members, plus $20
clay, glaze, & firing fee to instructor

WELSH SPOON CARVING

Sat., March 27, 10am-2pm, with Craig Sandberg

Welsh love spoons are decoratively carved wooden spoons that
are often presented as a gift of romantic intent. They can be as
simple or as intricate as you'd like. Create something unique
and personal for someone you know! We'll provide tools,
wood, and directions. $40 member, $48 not-yet-members

WATERCOLOR PAINTING ON TEA BAGS (via Zoom)

Tues., April 6, 10am-noon, with Fran Bliek

What is it about a tea bag that compels an artist to want to
use it as a media? Tea bags provide an interesting surface and
texture. Just have fun with it! Come create a 5x7 watercolor
painting using a tea bag on watercolor paper as your painting
surface. Paintings can be abstract or representational. Create a
piece of art that can framed or used as a special greeting card.
$20 members, $24 not-yet-members

A JEWEL OF A PROJECT
Tues., Wed. & Thurs., April 6-8 (glaze the following week),

10am-noon, with Rachel Yan Gu

Learn to make ceramic jewelry in a clay box! We'll design a
box to hold ceramic beads you make yourself and fire them
together! Students will be encouraged to design textures and
colors. Once the beads are glazed and fired, create earrings,
bracelets, and necklaces with your original beads. (Students
should bring their own jewelry findings.) $50 members, $60
not-yet-members, $10 fee for clay/glaze/firing

TAPESTRY WEAVING FOR BEGINNERS

Sat., April 17, 10am-2pm, with Craig Sandberg

Tapestry has been an art form as well as a way to record history
since the time of the ancient Egyptians. Learn the basics

of loom weaving that will enable you to create an original
"tapestry” picture. After learning the basic techniques, it's easy
to develop your own style and “look.” $40 members, $48 not-
yet-members

SMOKE FIRING

Tues., Wed. & Thurs., April 20-22 (glaze the following week),
10am-noon, with Rachel Yan Gu

Smoke firing is an ancient technique that includes creating
smoke from burning materials. The abstract nature of the
results can be directed somewhat by the materials used to
create colors and decorations on the surface of clay. We'll
investigate and explore smoke firing technique, starting with
designing containers (saggers) and then creating small pieces
that we are going to smoke. This is a class for someone with
some experience in basic building techniques. $50 members,
$60 not-yet-members, $10 fee for clay/glaze/firing

WATERCOLOR PAINTING ON TEA BAGS (via Zoom)
Tues., May 4, 10am-noon,

with Fran Bliek I
What is it about a tea bag that
compels an artist to want to

use it as a media? Tea bags
provide an interesting surface
and texture. Just have fun |
with it Come create a 5x7
watercolor painting using a
tea bag on watercolor paper
as your painting surface.
Paintings can be abstract or
representational. Create a
piece of art that can framed
or used as a special greeting
card. $20 members, $24 not-
yet-members

GLAZE PARTY

Tues., Wed. & Thurs., May 4-6 (glaze the following week),
10am-noon, with Rachel Yan Gu

Do you always have trouble controlling glazes? Would you like
to learn more about glazing, even design your own ceramic
surfaces? In this experimental class, we will focus on the basic
knowledge of glazes and multiple ways to easier control them!
Make your own test tiles and design your own glazing recipes.
This workshop is open to students of all levels. $50 members,
$60 not-yet-members, $10 fee for clay/glaze/firing
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CLASSES & WORKSHOPS

WELSH SPOON CARVING
Sat., May 15, 10am-2pm, with Craig Sandberg

Welsh love spoons are decoratively carved wooden spoons that

are often presented as a gift of romantic intent. They can be
as simple or as intricate as you'd like. Create something unique
and personal for someone you know! We'll provide tools,
wood, and directions. $40 member, $48 not-yet-members

MOLD CASTING

Tues., Wed., Thurs., May 18-20 (glaze the following week),
10am-noon, with Rachel Yan Gu

This class offers you an opportunity to cast ceramic works
from plaster molds with a variety forms. Demonstration of slip
casting process will be
shown, as well as making
colored slip and cleaning
a cast piece. There will

be a discussion on slip
making, recycling slip and
molds, firing and glazing.
A knowledge of basic
ceramic techniques will be
helpful, but this workshop
is open to all levels. $50
members, $60 not-yet-
members, $10 fee for clay/glaze/firing

SPRING PLEIN AIR

Fri. & Sat., May 21 & 22, 9:30am-4pm, with Kevin Feary
Celebrate spring in the Finger Lakes with two days of
landscape painting in one of the area’s most scenic venues.
Painters in any medium welcome. Enrollment is limited. $150
members, $175 not-yet-members

PASTEL UNDERPAINTING

Wed., June 2, 2-5 pm, with Lana Grauer

Watercolor, pastel with alcohol application, and ink are all
mediums used in the creation of an underpainting for a

pastel painting. We'll fill the paper in an abstract manner,

with attention to shapes and values. A second, pastel layer
leaving areas for the underpainting to show through results in
a painting with depth, richness, and complexity. You will move
your painting to a higher level and be surprised by the end
result. $30 members, $36 not-yet-members

INTRO TO STAINED
GLASS

Sat., June 12, 10am-
2pm, with Craig
Sandberg

Learn how to meld
pieces of colored glass
together with copper
foil and solder, in the
style made famous by
Louis Tiffany. We'll learn
how to cut glass and fit pieces together into a simple design. If
you've always wondered how stained glass “works,” this is the
class for you! $40 members, $48 not-yet-members

PEN AND INK WATERCOLORS TO CREATE A CONCERTINA
SKETCHBOOK

Tues.-Thurs., June 15-17, 10:30am-4pm, with Karen Rosasco
Karen Rosasco will be back at Sunny Point this summer for a
three-day workshop focusing on making simple concertina
sketchbooks from hot press 140 Ib. watercolor paper. Each
piece of art will have a theme, such as local pen and ink
sketches in town, nature, family genealogy, trip memories,
hobby interests, or abstraction non-objective work. Karen will
explain some of the ways to bring a cohesive thread to the
whole strip of images as we record our preferred themes with
pen and inks, watercolors, fluid acrylics, and collage. Several
hours will be spent in Penn Yan sketching local architectural
images for those interested. $160 members, $198 not-yet-
members

PAINTING WITH PAPER A LA CARTE - PAINTING PAPER
FOR COLLAGE WITH THE GEL PLATE

Sun., June 27, 9am-4pm, with Elizabeth St. Hilaire
Transform simple papers of all kinds—music, text, newspaper,
copy paper, specialty papers, and more—into the vibrant,
textured media that takes your work beyond “collage” to truly
"painting with paper” with internationally-known collage artist
Elizabeth St. Hilaire. Cost is $100 for members, $125 for
not-yet-members. Call the Arts Center for information on
multi-day discounts!

PAINTING WITH PAPER A LA CARTE - CREATING A SMALL
FORMAT FOLIAGE COLLAGE

Mon., June 28, 9am-4pm, with Elizabeth St. Hilaire

Under the direction of internationally-known collage artist
Elizabeth St. Hilaire, work from a photo reference to build

a vibrant, multidimensional flower portrait with a variety of
colored papers you provide. Cost is $100 for members, $125
for not-yet-members. Call the Arts Center for information on
multi-day discounts!

PAINTING WITH PAPER A LA CARTE - SMALL FORMAT
BIRD COLLAGE

Tues., June 29, 9am-4pm, with Elizabeth St. Hilaire
Under the direction of " s
internationally-known
collage artist Elizabeth

St. Hilaire, work from a
photo reference to build a
vibrant, multidimensional
bird portrait with a variety
of colored papers you
provide. Cost is $100

for members, $125 for
not-yet-members. Call
the Arts Center for
information on multi-day
discounts!
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CLASSES & WORKSHOPS

PAINTING WITH PAPER A LA CARTE - MEDIUM FORMAT
OPEN STUDIO

Wed., June 30, 9am-4pm, with Elizabeth St. Hilaire

Have you worked with internationally-known collage artist
Elizabeth St. Hilaire before, but would like to take your

work to the next level? Take this opportunity to work from

a photo reference or your imagination to build a vibrant,
multidimensional unique painting using a variety of colored
papers you provide, or build your supply of colorful papers for
future projects. Cost is $100 for members, $125 for not-yet-
members. Call the Arts Center for information on multi-day
discounts!

PAINTING WITH PAPER A LA CARTE - MEDIUM FORMAT
OPEN STUDIO

Thurs., July 1, 9am-4pm, with Elizabeth St. Hilaire

Have you worked with internationally-known collage artist
Elizabeth St. Hilaire before ,but would like to take your

work to the next level? Take this opportunity to work from

a photo reference or your imagination to build a vibrant,
multidimensional unique painting using a variety of colored
papers you provide, or build your supply of colorful papers for
future projects. Cost is $100 for members, $125 for not-yet-
members. Call the Arts Center for information on multi-day
discounts!

SUMMER PLEIN AIR
Mon.-Wed., Aug. 2-4, 9:30am-4pm, with Kevin Feary
$250 members, $280 not-yet-members

2021 Exhibits @ the Flick Gallery

MAKING THE LOOK BEAUTIFUL
DROP OFF SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20
Featured artist: Cherry Rahn

Show Opens Friday, February 26

COLOR MY WORLD

DROP OFF SATURDAY, APRIL 3

Featured artists: Linda Ludwig & Kathleen Connor
Show Opens Tuesday, April 6

YATES COUNTY STUDENT SHOW

DROP OFF SATURDAY, MAY 8

Featured artists: Middle & High School students from
Penn Yan Academy, Dundee, & Marcus Whitman
Show Opens Monday, May 10

A NEW YORK SUMMER

DROP OFF SATURDAY, MAY 22

Featured artists: Dennis Revitsky & Catherine O'Neill
Exhibit opening Friday May 28*

MINI MASTERPIECES: SMALL ART - BIG CAUSE!
DROP OFF SATURDAY, JUNE 26

A biennial fundraiser featuring art donated by local and
regional artists

Exhibit Opening Monday, June 28*

ART IN THE FINGER LAKES

DROP OFF SATURDAY, JULY 10

Featured artists: 2019 Artist of the Year Fran Bliek, 2020
Artist of the Year Daryl Davis &

Kari Ganoung Ruiz

Exhibiting Opening Friday July 16*

JURIED SHOW

DROP OFF SATURDAY, AUGUST 21

Open to any artist — check website for details on entry
Exhibit Opening Friday August 27*

PENN YAN ART GUILD

DROP OFF SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2

Featuring the work of the members of the Penn Yan Art
Guild

Exhibit Opening Friday, October 8*

CELEBRATION

DROP OFF SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6

Featuring a wide assortment of art to satisfy all your holi-
day gift-giving needs

Exhibit Opening Friday, November 12*

* Formal exhibit openings are planned in the event that COVID-related

restrictions are lifted by these dates. The Arts Center will continue to comply
with all local and state gathering restrictions as long as they are in force.

DOCENT/VOLUNTEER UPDATE

We continue serving the Gallery with a reduced schedule. Once the pandemic restrictions are lifted, we will go

back to a full schedule.

—Lynn Blumenau
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Art Around the Area

anre Yar Art Guild

The Penn Yan Art Guild welcomes all aspiring, beginning,
and established artists and anyone interested in exploring
and creating art.

Membership dues are $25/year and are due by the 1st of
May. You can find a membership form that can be used
for renewal or by new members on our website under the
Contact tab at pennyanartguild.org.

Meetings are held the third Wednesday of each month, April
through October, usually at 6pm in the Arts Center of Yates
County’s Rosenfeld Studio. This year some of our meetings
will be via Zoom, and others outdoors at Sunny Point.

Below is the PYAG 2021 Meeting/Program Schedule. At our
April meeting, we will elect board members for the 2021
year. Nominations for Board of Directors for 2021 include:
Fran Bliek & Eileen Correll (Co-Presidents), Lana Gauer
(Secretary), Pat Jackson (Treasurer), Anne Lahr (Programs),
Amy Hoffman (Newsletter), Bonnie Barney, Sandy Cook, and
Daryl Davis (Members-at-Large).

Below is our 2021 Meeting/Program Schedule. We welcome
new members and look forward to creating and exploring art
together.

o April 21, 6 pm: "PYAG 2019 Year In Review,” a look
back at 2019 through the photography of Al Johnstone,
and election of Board Members — via Zoom

. May 21, 6 pm: “How To,” learn how to prepare your
artwork to hang in a gallery, become an ACYC online
shop exhibitor, use ACYC Dropbox, with presentations
by Sandy Cook, Daryl Davis, and Marsha Devine — via
Zoom

o June 16, 6 pm: “Watercolor and Ink,” with Karen
Rosasco — at Sunny Point

o July 21, 6 pm: “Art Therapy,” with Diane Stratton-Smith
— at Sunny Point

o Aug. 18, 6 pm, “ART from Old Photos,"” acrylic with
Ginny Deneka — at Sunny Point

«  Sept. 15, 6 pm: "Watercolor Demo,” with Nancy Lane —
location TBD

e Oct. 20, 1 pm: “Casein Painting & Mary’s French
Residency Experience,” with Mary Arthur — location
TBD

Who Is That 9

Masked Artist? <
®

The last masked artist was Frida Kahlo. Can you
guess who this masked artist is?

If you think you recognize this masked artist,
email us at artscentervates@gmail.com

with your guess and you'll be entered into
a drawing to win a free fine art face mask!
And once again, thanks to Pat Jackson for
her whimsical perspective on pandemic art.



Arts Center of Yates County
127 Main Street

Penn Yan, NY 14527

Mon - Fri 10am - 4pm, Sat 10am - Zpm
315-536-8226
email: artscenteryates@gmail.com
www.ArtsCenterYatesCounty.org

NEW YORK
STATE OF
OPPORTUNITY.

Arts Center of Yates County programs are made possible
in part by the New York State Council on the Arts with the

support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New York State
Legislature.

Council on
the Arts

Connect With Us on Social Media
n Follow us on Facebook y Follow us on Twitter
[=]

Support the Businesses That Support the Arts Center!

Amber Waves B&B
Aubergine B&B
Barn Hill Studio
Community Bank
D J Builders & Remodelers
Douglas B. Miles Agency
Eastlake Consulting
Edward Jones

Havill Pottery
Howard Hanna Real Estate
JL Sisson Construction
Keuka Health Care Associates
Lyons National Bank
Morgan’s Grocery
Penn Yan Plumbing & Heating
Sommerville Pottery

Fidelity Charitable Steamboat Castle
Fireworks Foundry Stork Insurance
GA Studio

Water Street Wines & Spirits



