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Snapshots of history 
Photography is a relatively recent addi-
tion to the world of art, having been 
introduced in the United States in 
1839, less than 200 hundred years ago. 
To put that in an  
historical perspec-
tive, Yates County 
has been here longer 
than photography! 

"Daguerreotypes" 
were first introduced 
to the United States 
in 1839 by an         
Englishman named   

D.W. Seager, whose 
first American photo-
graph was a view of St. Paul's Church 
and a corner of the Astor House in New 
York City. Each daguerreotype was 
unique as the process involved printing  
directly on copper, not creating a nega-
tive. As the technology improved and 
exposure times  
decreased, these 
images became a 
new, "more      
democratic"  

(i.e. “affordable”) 
form of portraiture. 
These small photo-
graphic portraits  

became common-
place objects of 
middle-class life in the United States 
prior to the Civil War. Today you can 
usually find examples of these in histo-
ry centers and antique shops. 
 

Photography evolved rapidly in the mid 
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and late 19th century.  New negative pro-
cesses gave photographers a way to make 
multiple images on paper. While photog-
raphy was still a time consuming practice, it 

had become easier - and 
more profitable - for pho-
tographers to travel. 
Traveling photogra-
phers captured many 
scenes of 19th Century 
America - people, places, 
and things - and gave 
them meaning. Alexan-
der Gardner’s Photo-
graphic Sketch Book of 
the Civil War  contained 

photographs taken by 11 photographers. 
While seen as supporting the 
"righteousness" of the Union cause, the 
ugliness of war was also clearly displayed 
through these photographs.  

The introduction of the Kodak camera in 
1888 (in Rochester!) turned photography 

into a popular pastime - 
no longer something  
limited to a handful of 
professionals. Photo-
graphic postcards        
appeared in the 1890s, 
but their popularity    
exploded in the early 
20th century after the 
No. 3A Folding Pocket 

Kodak camera, which created postcard-
sized negatives, came out in 1903. Kodak 
continued to offer new cameras to both 
professionals and amateurs for more than a 
century - check out the display at Eastman 
House in Rochester.      (Continued on page 3) 

Curtiss A-1 off the Keuka Bluff 

An early, hand-colored, photo postcard 
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Arts Center 
 Board Members: 

 

Class of 2023 
Kristi Hoag 

 

Class of 2024 
Dick Murphy 
Sandy Murrin 
Kathy Ring 
Deb Scharf 

 

Class of 2025 
Daryl Davis 

George Dornberger 
Caryl Flickinger 

Pat Jackson 
Anita Maroscher 
Marianne Martin 

Karen Morris 
 

Class of 2026 
Toni Johnson 

Crissy McGinness 
Karen Reed 

Craig Sandberg 
Diane Stratton-Smith 

 

Officers 
Kathy Ring, Pres. 

Daryl Davis, Vice Pres. 
Anita Maroscher, Treas. 

Karen Morris, Sec. 
 

Executive Director 
Kris Pearson 

 

Mission: 
 

The Arts Center’s     
mission is to enrich the 
quality of life of Finger 

Lakes residents, artists, 
and visitors by providing  
opportunities for active  
participation in the arts. 

 

To this end we plan,  
promote, and develop  

art exhibits and  
workshops; coordinate, 
schedule, and publicize 
art-related events; and 
develop and maintain 
physical facilities for 

these purposes. 
 

Volunteer 
Opportunities: 

 

Interested in volunteering 
at the Arts Center?    

Volunteers serve as 
docents in the Flick  

Gallery, help hang art-
work for shows, prepare 
food for exhibit openings, 
help in various capacities 
with fundraising events 
throughout the year and 

serve on a variety of 
committees.  

We welcome your help 
with any of the Arts  
Center’s activities! 
Contact volunteer     

coordinators George 
Dornberger at 

Keoked@hotmail.com or 
Marc Race at 

marcrace08@gmail.com.  

memory to be good guidance as we face yet 
another month of Main Street road and side-

walk reconstruction.  
 

Beginning the first week of Septem-
ber the Village of Penn Yan will 
once more close Main Street from 
Elm to Maiden Lane as they recon-
figure curbs, pour new sidewalks, 
and grade and repave our section 
of Main Street—a process they’re 
estimating will take four to six 
weeks. As in the spring, the Arts 

Center will remain open— except for the 
three days when they actually pour the new 
sidewalk in front of our building (a downside 
of not having a rear entrance). Parking will be 
available in the lots behind both sides of Main 
Street and visitors can access the Arts Center 
by coming onto Main Street through one of 
the neighboring businesses.  
 

While it will, undoubtedly, be a mess, we’ve 
been promised that the finished product will 
be wonderful. So, be patient, have hope, and 
make that extra effort to come see what’s 
happening at the Arts Center. You are always 
welcome here! 
                 —Kris Pearson 

A number of years ago painter George Van 
Hook was the featured speaker at the Arts 
Center’s annual dinner. As we 
were preparing for that 
event, George suggested that, 
rather than talking about art, 
he should just paint some-
thing and explain how “art 
works” during that process. 
While initially uncertain that 
he could pull off a finished 
piece in the 20 minutes al-
lotted for his presentation, we decided to put 
a mike on him and let him paint. 
 

George talked non-stop as he worked on 
what he claimed would be a finished portrait 
of one of the dinner attendees. Truthfully, the 
painting didn’t look like anything at all recog-
nizable as we approached the time limit. 
Then, with a couple of quick flourishes, 
George added two or three more strokes and 
suddenly there was a wonderful portrait of 
the man in the chair. It was amazing! 
 

It was also a good lesson about the value of 
waiting patiently through a process to see the 
promised end unfold. I’m finding that 

From the Executive Director 

Due to some uncertainty about accessibil-
ity on Main Street at the beginning of   
October, the Arts Center’s 2023 Annual 
Meeting and Open House will be part of 
the “Celebrate the Season” exhibit open-
ing on Friday, November 3rd. 

During the Annual Meeting portion of the 
event, the year’s activities and a new slate 
of officers for the Board of Directors will 
be briefly discussed and the Volunteer of 
the Year and the Artist of the Year will be 
introduced.  

In addition to the “usual” refreshments 
offered at exhibit openings, there will be  
a spirits’ tasting provided by Barrelhouse 6 
Distillery and a “Build Your Own Charcute-

Save the Date: November 3           
2023 Annual Meeting & Open House 

rie Board” fundraiser. A raffle is planned as well 
as other fun activities.  

The Celebrate the Season exhibit will feature 
the return of several popular fundraisers, in-
cluding holiday card packs and the mini canvas 
hand-painted holiday ornaments created by 
members of the Penn Yan Art Guild, and a wide 
variety of creative items designed to meet eve-
ry holiday gift need. 

The event is free and everyone is welcome. The 
Annual Meeting portion of the evening starts at 
5:30 pm and will last for about 15 minutes. 
Members, artists and visitors are welcome to 
drop in any time between 5 and 7:30 pm.   

We hope to see you here on November 3! 

George Van Hook, Byron 

Long & Byron’s portrait 
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Bicentennial events have been in full swing this 2023 
summer in many of Yates County’s towns and villages. 
It is an exciting 
time to be living in 
this time and place. 
Parades have 
graced the streets 
of Dresden, Dun-
dee, Penn Yan and 
Rushville. Celebra-
tion activities have 
included festive 
historic dinners, 
fireworks, games, 
races, and music 
providing fun for 
everyone. Bicen-
tennial souvenirs 
have been for sale. An 
informative traveling 
historical tri-fold bicen-
tennial exhibit has been 
making the rounds. Many agencies have participated in 
this auspicious 200th anniversary celebration. 
 

Not to miss out on the fun, this year The Penn Yan Art 
Guild has decided to get on the bandwagon and cele-

brate the creative side of Yates County. We have 
named our annual exhibit Yates Creates in support 
of the Yates County Bicentennial. Our creative 
members were challenged to depict in their art-
work some aspects of the unique qualities of Yates 
county and the many changes that have resulted 
in what our county is today. The growth of the Arts 
and the flourishing community of talented and 
dedicated local artists is one of the prominent 
attributes that makes Yates County unique.  

 

Come join us at 
Yates Creates 
opening recep-
tion on Friday 
September 22, 
2023.  The work 
of the Penn Yan 
Art Guild mem-
bers will be on 
display from 
September 19 
through October 
28.  We look for-
ward to sharing 
our creations 
with you! 

Yates Creates - The Penn Yan Art Guild 

PENN YAN ART GUILD SHOW OPENS 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 22,  5-7 PM 

SNAPSHOTS OF HISTORY                          
(continued from page 1) 

Photography has continued to evolve, giving us 
digital cameras and more recently the ability to 
photograph people, places and events with our 
mobile phones. 

Photography has had an immense effect on the 
art world. Before the 19th Century, art had   
focused on realism. In response to the realistic 
representations produced by the camera, artists 
began to explore color, light and movement -      
giving us impressionism, fauvism, cubism and 
more. The 20th Century saw photographers such as Ansel 
Adams, Dorothea Lange and Man Ray recognized as artists 
in their own right. In the past, black and white photos 
were often hand-colored and prints could be edited and 

manipulated in a darkroom, as could color prints 
when that technology developed. Digital photo 
editing has greatly expanded the ways in which 
photos can be manipulated, sometimes directly 
on the camera (or phone) to create different 
artistic visions from a single image.  

While not always accepted as one of the 
"traditional" forms of art, photography is now 
acknowledged as a medium an artist chooses to 
express an original idea or emotion. So get out 

your camera (or phone) and create! 

                         — Pat Jackson 

 If you're interested in the history and impact of photog-
raphy, you can find books on the subject at your local library 
or a quick Google search will lead to informative websites 
like thecollector.com, nfi.edu and guildlehrman.org. 

May Wolkow 

graduation         

circa 1925 

Creative reuse of an historic     

Main Street bank as a vibrant                

community arts center. 

http://thecollector.com
http://nfi.edu
http://guildlehrman.org
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We were back again last year for a workshop with 
Indiana artist Steve Blackburn, who makes stun-
ning paintings from a process that involves pour-
ing little cups of very thin paint, squirting water on 
the paper surface and making color move around 
in fairly wild, random ways. It was so much fun, 
something so off-the-wall for me. Back home, I 
used his method to make a pretty good little 

painting that actually sold at a show! 

In June this year, I introduced a new 
friend to Sunny Point. We took a one-
day plein air water media class with 
Canandaigua artist Nancy Lane. I real-
ly don’t like to paint outdoors, but I 
admire Nancy’s work, she’s a terrific 
teacher and terrifically nice person. 
My friend and I had a wonderful day; 
my trees are looking better. 

I’ve always loved art and crafts. I 
started getting serious when I signed 
up for a watercolor class at Roches-
ter’s Memorial Art Gallery, wow, 40 
years ago. So why do I still feel com-

pelled to take classes? No mystery: 
There’s always more to learn, more to 

discover. Art is a journey, not a destination. 

But Sunny Point is a destination for art. The Arts 
Center provides such a wealth of programs, find-
ing artists from around the region and from far 
away to teach and to exhibit.   

Check out the list of classes; you’re sure to find 
something interesting like George Van Hook’s 
plein air class in September or Kevin Feary’s Octo-
ber plein air workshop. Both painters will be 
based at Sunny Point.  Sounds like more great art 
getaways . . .   

                   —Kathy Lindsley 

Getting To The Point 
Sunny Point is a gift.  Few places on Earth are as beauti-
ful. The panoramic view of the east branch of Keuka 
Lake is mesmerizing; anyone with a soul could get lost 
in this setting.  

This amazing place has been reserved for making art, as 
was the wish of the late Dr. Annie Smith, who be-
queathed the property to the Arts Center. Sunny Point 
was her refuge, a place of peace and res-
toration.  

Today, the big red barn studio with its 
huge screened porch is an outstanding 
facility for classes of all kinds, and the 
former boathouse has been converted 
into a well-equipped pottery studio. 
There’s a busy schedule of wide-ranging 
classes every summer. 

I discovered Sunny Point in 2019, when a 
friend suggested we take a three-day 
workshop with watercolor painter Kathy 
Armstrong. I worked really hard, I 
learned, I was inspired by Kathy and the 
others in the class. I did not create a 
masterpiece. I did not even finish one 
painting! But I came away a better painter.  

Later that same summer, I went back for a one-day 
“Abstracted Landscapes” workshop with Southern Cali-
fornia artist Lisa Bebi. This was something completely 
different and a big stretch for me. No masterpiece came 
out of this class either; in fact, my feeble attempts were 
embarrassingly awful. But I came home with a list of 
insights that still ring in my head. 

In the Summer of COVID (2020), two friends and I had 
the rare opportunity to spend a week at Sunny Point 
working on independent art projects. The charming 
cottage on the site was our home and we had use of the 
studio. This getaway was the highlight of a really tough 
year. I did not produce anything like a masterpiece, but 
my friend’s Keuka View from that week hangs on my 
bedroom wall, delighting me every day. 

Browse original creations from our member artists from the comfort of your 

home through our online shop!   

Visit artscenteryatescounty.org/shop to start shopping! 

One of Nancy Lane’s works 

in progress at Sunny Point 
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Canandaigua native Kathy Ann 
Morris’s early aptitude testing 
suggested that perhaps her chosen 
profession, teaching, was not really 
where her talents lay.  

“The aptitude test recommended 
that I find employment where I 
could do things where I used my 

hands,” says Kathy. Instead, she went to Geneseo 
College and majored in English and education. For the 
next 33 years she taught in Bloomfield, NY, getting 
married and raising two children with her husband of 
50 years, Peter. 

When Kathy retired in 2006, she decided to give in to 
the passion for art that threaded through her entire 
life.  

“I have always repurposed, remade and reused things 
in crafty and artsy ways,” she says.  

Her formal arts training began with lessons in oil 
painting from Pat Rini Rohr in Canandaigua. From 

there she explored other mediums and a wide variety 
of different styles—landscapes, florals, and “abstracty” 
art. She did find a common thread that still infuses her 
current work. “I can’t be too serious,” Kathy admits.  

Kathy became an exhibiting artist at the Arts Center in 
2017 and her whimsical cards and paintings are 
popular with visitors to the gallery. She’s also a 
member of the Penn Yan Art 
Guild and enjoys painting with 
other members and continuing 
to learn about new styles and 
mediums.   

“I have a bit of ADD (Attention 
Deficit Disorder) when it comes 
to art,” Kathy says. “My 
interests and artistic directions 
are constantly changing.” 

You can check out Kathy’s 
whimsical paintings and cards at 
the Arts Center! 

ABOUT AN ARTIST 

Kathy Ann Morris - Whimsy & Wonder 

MEET A VOLUNTEER 

Karen Alden - On the Docent Desk 
Karen Alden enjoys “crafting” though she professes not 
to be artistic. “I’m an art appreciator, not an artist,” she 
claims.  

One of six children in a military family, Karen grew up in 
a variety of places, including her mother’s native Germa-
ny, before the family settled in Oklahoma.  Karen’s par-
ents and two of her siblings eventually relocated to 
Yates County but Karen stayed in Oklahoma, working as 
an administrator for the Veteran’s Association and then 
for the Federal Aviation Administration. In May of last 
year she retired and moved to Penn Yan to be closer to 
her sister and brother.  

Walking around downtown Penn Yan and thinking about 
doing some volunteer work, she came across the Arts 
Center and liked what she saw. 

“This is a great way to meet people,” Karen says, “and I 
like being surrounded by so much artistic talent.”  

In the year she’s been working at the Arts Center, she’s 
also tried a few creative workshops in addition to her 

volunteer shifts at the 
docent’s desk.   

Karen comes as “part of 
a set” - often bringing 
along her daughter Jessi-
ca, who is 26 years old 
and autistic.  

“Jessica loves music and dance, and responds so well 
to those mediums” says Karen, who has recently 
gotten Jessica involved with Mosaic and the DRIVE 
program at Keuka College.  

Karen and Jessica enjoy going for drives to explore the 
history and resources of this area. An avid reader,  
Karen also volunteers once a week with the Literacy 
Council. She’s a big fan of the works of Jane Austin 
and is seldom seen without a crossword or logic puz-
zle in hand. 

Swing by the Arts Center and welcome Karen to the 
area with ideas for trips and activities! 

Chair Kathy painted 

for Arts Center   

fundraiser 
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EXPERIMENTS IN WATERCOLOR 
Thursdays, Aug 31, Sept 14, 21 & 28      10 am – 1 pm 
Instructor: Fran Bliek             Arts Center 
Creating Poured Watercolor Paintings will be the fo-
cus of this session of Experiments in Watercolor. Fran 
Bliek will demonstrate the steps in creating a poured 
watercolor painting and then will take the students 
through each of these steps to 
create their own poured wa-
tercolor paintings.  They will 
create both a floral and a land-
scape painting using this meth-
od. $120 members, $144 not 
yet members 

STAINED GLASS – Glass on Glass Globes 
Saturday, September 9                    10 am – 2 pm 
Instructor: Jeanette Kuehner       Arts Center 
Using small shards of colorful glass glued onto a clear 
glass globe, create a colorful mosaic suncatcher. Bring 
a design or picture to serve as a pattern. $45 mem-
bers, $54 not-yet-members, $7 materials fee 
 

BEGINNER ROUND REED BASKETRY: TRIVET FUN   
Friday, September 15                   12:30 – 2:30 pm  
Instructor: Susan Baxter         Arts Center 
This class will introduce students to round reed bas-
ketry. In this class, we will be working with a 3D print-
ed jig for spoke placement coupled with twining to 
lock in the spokes and then 3-rod wale to create some 
width. The trac border will be the finishing touch for a 
delightful trivet.  $20 members, $24 not yet mem-
bers  
 

KEY ELEMENTS OF PLEIN AIR  
Friday, Sept 15 & Saturday, Sept 16           9 am – 4 pm                 
Instructor: George Van Hook          Sunny Point 
Join George Van Hook, a nationally recognized artist 
who has won numerous Plein Air competitions and 
awards from around the country for his oils and wa-
tercolors, for a multi-day plein air workshop. George 
stresses alla prima painting and using a loose and fast 
approach to capture the landscape in the first try. We 
will begin each day with a demo by the artist. At that 

time, he will discuss com-
position, laying out the 
pallet, proper use of mate-
rials, and other aspects of 
plein air painting. We will 
then break up into groups 
and paint individually. 

George will provide individual instruction, helping to 
solve issues for each artist. After lunch, he will do a 
quick demo to refresh the ideas presented at the start. 
Painters will start a second painting for the afternoon 
with additional individual instruction. $150 members, 
$180 not-yet-members 
 

INTERMEDIATE ROUND REED BASKETRY:  LINNIE  
Saturday, September 16                12:30 - 4:30 pm 
Instructor: Susan Baxter          Arts Center 
Linnie is a basket pattern that will be using many of the 
techniques learned in the prior classes.  We will be re-
visiting 3-rod wale, step-ups, twining, and hidden joins 
while using an acrylic bloom base.  New concepts will 
be spoke insertions for  creating a basket foot and cre-
ating a core suitable for a wrapped border and then 
making the border.  Colors will vary due to the nature of 
acrylic bloom bases $40 members  $48 not-yet-
members $5 materials fee  
 

FELTED WEARABLE MODERN ART 
Saturday, September 23               1-3:30 pm  
Instructor: Lisa DeFrancesco            Arts Center 
We will create a small felted canvas onto which we will 
felt our modern design. Bring a copy of a favorite mod-
ern artwork or create your own masterpiece! You may 
choose to display on a shelf, create a broach or a pair of 
earrings.  $25 members, $30 not-yet-members, $7 ma-
terials fee 
 

FALL PLEIN AIR WITH KEVIN FEARY 
Friday & Saturday, October 6 & 7               9:30 am-4pm 
Instructor: Kevin Feary             Various 
 In this workshop, we will enjoy autumn views while we 
paint in the outdoors, 
looking for opportunities 
to exploit all the different 
colors that October has to 
offer. We will explore all 
aspects of plein air 
painting through demonstrations, hands on work and 
plenty of individual attention. $150 members, $175 not
-yet-members 
 

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS 

Sign up online at 

www.artscenteryatescounty.org/

workshops  

or call the Arts Center at 315-536-8226 
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STAINED GLASS – FALL LEAVES 
Saturday, October 7             10 am – 2 pm 
Instructor: Jeanette Kuehner        Arts Center 
Everyone loves to watch the leaves turn color in the 
fall!  Enjoy that feeling throughout the year with a 
stained glass leaf suncatcher!  $45 members, $54 not-
yet-members, $7 materials fee 
 

BEGINNER ROUND REED BASKETRY:TRIVET FUN   
Friday, October 13                 12:30 – 2:30 pm  
Instructor: Susan Baxter         Arts Center 
This class will introduce stu-
dents to round reed basket-
ry.  In this class, we will be 
working with a 3D printed jig 
for spoke placement coupled 
with twining to lock in the 
spokes and then 3-rod wale 
to create some width.  The 
trac border will be the finish-
ing touch for a delightful triv-
et.  $20 for members, $24 for not yet members  
 

INTERMEDIATE ROUND REED BASKETRY: DELLA  
Saturday, October 14                            12:30 - 4:30 pm 
Instructor: Susan Baxter           Arts Center 
This class will continue with more round reed basketry 
techniques using slotted acrylic bloom bases. These 
are wooden basket bases that have been painted with 
acrylic colors in the SheleeArt Bloom style and then 
covered with food-safe epoxy.  This basket will utilize 
twining, 3-rod wale, and how to weave a double diago-
nal border.  We will also discuss color within weaving 
and how to introduce it into a spiral/becoming de-
sign.   $40 for members  $48 for members yet-to 
be $5 materials fee  
 

ZOOM PAINTING WITH GRANT  
Tuesday, October 17                               10 am – 1 pm 
Instructor: Grant Lounsbury         Zoom 
Painters at every level and working in any medium can 
improve their technique, composition, and perspective 
working with popular Canadian artist Grant Louns-
bury.  This is a Zoom class. Participate from home, or 
at the Arts Center with others in the class. $30 mem-
bers, $36 not-yet-members  

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS 
ZENTANGLES  
Wednesday, October 18         1 – 3 pm   
Instructor: Toni Johnson          Arts Center 
Zentangles® is an easy-to-learn, relaxing and fun 
way to create beautiful images by drawing struc-
tured patterns, called “tangles.”  Tangles are formed 
using a combination of dots, lines, curves and orbs.  
When several tangles are used together, a non-
representational, unplanned, intricate design can be 
formed.  Zentangle art is a great way to be creative 
without feeling like you have to be able to draw 
well.  Learn and practice new tangles in every class.  
$20 members, $24 not-yet-members 
 

CARVING WITH CRAIG  
Saturday, October 21                10 am - Noon  
Instructor: Craig Sandberg          Arts Center 
Learn the basics of flat knife carving and start work-
ing on some holiday ornaments with Craig Sand-
berg.  We’ll look at tools, carving techniques, and 
wood. Then, using basic patterns, try your hand at 
some simple woodcarving. Those with some experi-
ence can begin more complex pieces using some of 
Craig’s fun and unique patterns. $20 members, $24 
not-yet-members.  

FALL INTO CLAY 
Saturday, Oct 28 & Nov 4                    9 am – 1 pm   
Instructor: Faith Benedict     Fire Works Studio 
Join potter Faith Benedict at Fire Works Pottery to 
create pottery out of stoneware 
clay. We will be using hand build-
ing techniques to build whatever 
you desire. Join this class for a 
wonderfully creative workshop. 
No prior experience needed. Day 
one is creating, while Day 2 is 
glazing. You might want to bring 
an apron and a snack with 
you. The class is limited to 6 peo-
ple so sign up early. $80 mem-
bers, $96 not-yet-members, materials fee 

Watch the website for new 

holiday-related workshops! 
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Connect with Us on Social Media 

September Artist in Residence: 

 Lori Galan, Fairport, NY 

It’s shaping up to be a 
remarkable summer for 
Lori Capron Galan. 

In July, she spent a week 
painting in Provence at a 
workshop with Julian 
Merrow-Smith, “an artist 
I’ve admired for many 
years.” 

Next, she’ll spend the 
first week in September at Sunny Point as the Arts 
Center’s next Artist in Residence. 

“I’m so excited to be selected,” says Galan. A devoted 
plein air painter, Galan is looking forward to observing 
Keuka Lake “in the quiet early morning hours, the 
golden hours of late afternoon, and the moonlit noc-
turnal hours.” 

Her typical outdoor sessions tend to be a few hours in 
duration, and the paintings, by necessity, are limited 
in size. At Sunny Point, Galan hopes to tackle larger 
pieces. “I love the idea of being able to set up, leave it 
and come back,” she explains.  

She earned a B.S. in medical illustration from Ohio 
State University but immediately began a career in 
graphic design. She launched her own business, 
Capron Galan Art & Design, in 1996. A widow with 
grown children, Galan continues her career but has 
more time for fine art.  

The Artist in Residence program grew out of a desire 
to share the spirit of Dr. Annie Smith’s 2008 gift of the 
Sunny Point property, says Arts Center Executive Di-
rector Kris Pearson. Visual, literary and performance 
artists from all over the country have participated.  

This year, Galan will be the second of two selected. 

Writer Laura Dennis, who spent the first week in July at 
Sunny Point, worked on a book interweaving her 
grandmother’s experience in the 1972 Hurricane Agnes 
flooding and her own encounter with a catastrophic 
flood in 2022 (See Perspectives July-August 2023, 
https://www.artscenteryatescounty.org) 

“The experience was just incredible,” Dennis says of 
her time at Keuka Lake. “The setting is so beautiful and 
I love the tranquility of having little more than the 
sound of lapping water for company. The best part was 
being able to spread out all my things on that big 
wooden table at the end of the barn and really get a 
sense of what I had and what I needed to put in my 
book proposal – which I did finish and sent to the edi-
tor!” 

Galan, who works in oil and pastel, has a wonderful 
studio space at her home in Fairport, NY, but “I really 
enjoy the spontaneity and 
freshness of painting from 
life.” She rarely works 
from photos. At Sunny 
Point, she will literally be 
surrounded by inspiration. 

She has “loved all things 
creative since birth,” she 
says. “That’s always been a 
part of who I am. 

“I am fortunate to live a 
very creative life,” she 
adds.  

To see Lori's work, visit her 
website at loricaprongalan.com. 
 

                     — Kathy Lindsley 

http://loricaprongalan.com
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in Geneva, NY in July. At the August meeting, Chris 
Turner taught Elements and Principles of Design which 
was useful for painters that didn’t have formal school-
ing. These demos help new and current artists explore 
new options and materials to add to and expand their 
artistic talents. 

If you have an interest in art and exploring your hidden 
talent, consider joining the Penn Yan Art Guild.  All skill 
levels are welcome from beginner to advanced. The 
Guild is a fun, very welcoming group that encourages its 
members to explore a variety of mediums.  For more 
details on the Guild, visit www.pennyanartguild.org.  

 

 

ARTS CENTER OF YATES COUNTY  

The Penn Yan Art Guild hosted plein air painting opportu-
nities throughout the summer.  Locations around the Fin-
ger Lakes included the Seneca Mills falls on the Outlet 
Trail, Hunt Country Vineyards, Sonnenberg Gardens in 
Canandaigua and Anthony Road Winery. Plein air painting 
is simply painting outdoors and gives artists new inspira-
tion for their creations. The camaraderie and fresh air are 
a nice change from painting in a studio. 

 

 

 

 

In August, Anthony Road Winery in Penn Yan, NY hosted 
an exhibit of members art for visitors in their tasting 
room. Paintings included scenes from within a 5-mile ra-
dius of the winery. Everything from gardens and farms to 
expansive vistas and landscapes could be viewed by 
guests at the winery.    

Several Penn Yan Art Guild members qualified for the Na-
tional Juried Show that debuted at the opening reception 
on August 11, 2023, at the Yates County Arts Center. The 
show garnered 205 submissions with only 60 works of art 
selected for display. Congratulations to PYAG members, 
Fran Bliek, Ginny Deneka, Linda Ludwig, Michael Collins, 
Dick Kane, Kathy Morris, Barb Doyle, Lana Grauer, Kevin 
Feary, Kathy Armstrong, Robin 
McCondichie, Pat Jackson, Daryl 
Davis and Mary Doran whose 
works were chosen by judge 
Elizabeth St. Hilaire. Special 
recognition goes to member 
Ginny Deneka who was awarded 
second place for her painting 
titled “Convention of Birds.” 

The robust demo program at monthly meetings included 
a soft pastel demonstration by Robin McCondichie in June 
and basket weaving by Debbie Ferrell of Vines Art Gallery 

ART AROUND THE AREA 

Debbie Ferrell Robin McCondichie 

Fran Bliek and Michael Collins on 

the Outlet Trail 

Convention of Birds 

CONGRATULATIONS  
JURIED SHOW WINNERS: 

First Place: Steve BonDurant’s 
“pastoral” 

Second Place: Ginny Deneka’s 
“Convention of Birds”  

Third Place: David Gardener’s  
“Imagined East St Farm” 

Fourth Place: Mary Arthur’s  
“Rue Le Bourg-Lehon, France” 

 

Honorable Mention:  

“Portal” by Kristin Malone &  

“Yellow Dawn 2” by Richard Harvey 

THANKS TO EXHIBIT JUDGE 

ELIZABETH ST. HILAIRE 

http://www.pennyanartguild.org


Arts Center of Yates County 

127 Main Street 

Penn Yan, NY 14527 
Hours 

Open  Tuesday-Saturday 10:00-5:00 

315-536-8226 

  E-mail: artscenteryates@gmail.com 

www.ArtsCenterYatesCounty.org 

Arts Center of Yates County programs are made possible 

in part by the New York State Council on the Arts with the 

support of Governor Kathy Hochul and the New York State 

Legislature.   

Support the Businesses That Support  

the Arts Center! 
Lake Affect Media 

Lyons National Bank 

Marble’s Automotive/Marble’s Glass* 

Morgan’s Grocery 

The Once Again Shoppe* 

Penn Yan Plumbing & Heating* 

Pinckney Hardware* 

Seneca Farms 

Seneca Lake Duck Hunters Association 

JL Sisson Construction 

ServU Credit Union* 

Sommerville Pottery 

Steve Shannon Tire Company* 

Stork Insurance*  

The Birkett Mills/Carey’s Lumber* 

Water Street Wines and Spirits 

 

AK Climate Controlled Storage* 

Aubergine B&B 

Bank of the Finger Lakes 

Barrington Cellars 

Century 21—Mark Malcolm Realty 

Community Bank* 

Country Comforts B&B 

Covert Security* 

Douglas B. Miles Agency 

Eastlake Consulting 

Empire Communications* 

Ferro Corporation 

Fireworks Foundry 

Howard Hanna Lake Group Realty* 

Keuka Spring Vineyards* 

Knapp & Schlappi Lumber* 

 

* Keuka Arts 

Festival   

sponsors 


