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“Pottering About” in History 
Pottery is one of our oldest forms of art 
and craft, with clay sculptures of hu-
mans and animals dating to the Neolithic 
age. Creating clay vessels to carry, store 
and serve foods originated first in China, 
perhaps as long as 
20,000 years ago, 
and spread from 
there throughout 
the world.  

Native Americans 
were no exception 
- making pottery 
for daily use from 
readily available 
local clay deposits. 
Examples of their pottery can be seen in 
the pottery collection at the Everson 
Museum in Syracuse but there are few 
examples of local Native American 
pottery. At the Ganondagan Center in 
Victor they postulate vessels made by 
the Seneca were often left behind when 
moving because it was simply easier to 
make new ones when settled at a new 
location. The introduction of metal pots 
into late 17th century trading largely 
curtailed the use of pottery by the Sene-
ca. 

In early 1800s, John Campbell estab-
lished a stoneware pottery just outside 
of Penn Yan - supposedly near the 
steamboat landing. His son George 
joined him in the business, producing 
sturdy, decorated stoneware, such as 
handled jugs and crocks. The pottery 
was also apparently used briefly in the 
1840s by Savage & Knapp, to produce 
flint ware, pipes and earthenware. The 
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Campbell pottery was acquired in 1855 by 
James Mantell and Shem Thomas (who 
left soon after to become a celebrated 
design artist at a well-known pottery in 
Pennsylvania). Mantell's glazed stoneware 
was peddled from a horse and wagon 
throughout the area with the business 
producing pottery until the late 1870s. 
(Examples of Campbell and Mantell 
pottery can be seen at the Yates History 
Center’s Oliver House Museum.) 

That was not the only pottery in Yates 
County at the time. In the mid 1800s, 
James Holmes established a stoneware 
shop in Dundee with several different 
partners. His wares included jugs, pots, 
jars, pans and more – which were judged 
as "best stoneware" at the 1852 Yates 
County Agricultural Fair. 

Potters still work in and around Yates 
County. The Keuka Lake 
Pottery Trail along the 
west side of the lake 
includes Havill Pottery, 
Mud Lust Pottery and 
Sommerville Pottery, 
each offering well-
made, attractive, oven 
and dishwasher-safe 
pottery. Remember, 

too, that the Art Center offers pottery 
classes at Sunny Point during the warmer 
months. You may want to give it a try. 

                  – Pat Jackson 

 

Note: For more information about the 19th  
Century potters mentioned above, see Potters 
and Potteries of New York State, 1650 - 1900      
by  William C. Ketchum, Jr. 

A Mantell crock at 

the Oliver House 

A Campbell crock 

at the Oliver House 
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Arts Center 
 Board Members: 

 

Class of 2023 
Kristi Hoag 

 

Class of 2024 
Sandy Murrin 
Kathy Ring 
Deb Scharf 

 

Class of 2025 
Daryl Davis 

George Dornberger 
Caryl Flickinger 

Pat Jackson 
Anita Maroscher 
Marianne Martin 

Karen Morris 
 

Class of 2026 
Toni Johnson 

Crissy McGinness 
Karen Reed 

Craig Sandberg 
Diane Stratton-Smith 

 

Officers 
Kathy Ring, Pres. 

Daryl Davis, Vice Pres. 
Anita Maroscher, Treas. 

Karen Morris, Sec. 
 

Executive Director 
Kris Pearson 

 

Mission: 
 

The Arts Center’s     
mission is to enrich the 
quality of life of Finger 

Lakes residents, artists, 
and visitors by providing  
opportunities for active  
participation in the arts. 

 

To this end we plan,  
promote, and develop  

art exhibits and  
workshops; coordinate, 
schedule, and publicize 
art-related events; and 
develop and maintain 
physical facilities for 

these purposes. 
 

Volunteer 
Opportunities: 

 

Interested in volunteering 
at the Arts Center?    

Volunteers serve as 
docents in the Flick  

Gallery, help hang art-
work for shows, prepare 
food for exhibit openings, 
help in various capacities 
with fundraising events 
throughout the year and 

serve on a variety of 
committees.  

We welcome your help 
with any of the Arts  
Center’s activities! 
Contact volunteer     

coordinators George 
Dornberger at 

Keoked@hotmail.com or 
Marc Race at 

marcrace08@gmail.com.  

Center—through exhibits, workshops, and 
donations of time and talent! They are the 
core of our identity and their contributions to 
our community are  immeasurable. 
 

The Arts Center could not function without 
the support of our many dedicated volunteers 
who give so generously of their time in sup-
porting every aspect of the organization.  
 

And, of course, we are always grateful for do-
nors and sponsors who share their “treasure” 
so that we can develop and offer programs 
and events and keep the lights and heat (or 
air conditioning) on.  
 

So, to all the “charming gardeners” that till 
the “fields” of the Arts Center—THANK YOU 
for making our souls and our organization 
blossom. We look forward to seeing you soon. 
Remember, you are always welcome here!  
                   – Kris Pearson, Executive Director 

Let us be grateful to people who make us  
happy; they are the charming gardeners who 
make our souls blossom." - Marcel Proust  
 

Fall seems the perfect season to focus on 
gratitude and giving thanks, leading up, as it 
does, to several holidays dedicated to giving 
thanks and just giving.  
 

At the moment we’re particularly grateful to 
Village and City Hill Construction crews that 
finished the Main Street road and sidewalk 
reconstruction project so beautifully. We ap-
preciate everyone who stopped by to browse 
or buy or just take in the talent on exhibit  
despite having to navigate full parking lots, 
detours, back entrances, no sidewalks and 
the dust, noise and vibrations of heavy        
construction equipment. 
 

We’re grateful too to all the artists who 
choose to share their work here at the Arts 

From the Executive Director 

The Arts Center is 
pleased to once 
again offer holi-
day card packs 
featuring original 
work by local 
artists.  

Thirty-four artists 
submitted more 
than 70 images 
for possible inclu-
sion in this year’s 
card assortment. 
Ten images were chosen for the annual 
assortment, (although all 74 images sub-
mitted are available for special orders). 
This year’s cards include images from 
Lynne LaValley, Kristin Malone, Al Philips, 
Eric Happ, Michael Collins, Gini Albertalli, 
Kathy Lindsley, Pamela Vogan Lynch, Nan-
cy Lane and Barbara Rathbun.  

The cards are printed in two sizes—5x7 
with a rough finish and a “deckle” edge, 
and 4x5.5 on a smooth white surface—
and are blank inside. The large assort-

HOLIDAY CARDS ARE HERE! 
ment, including enve-
lopes, sells for $15/
pack while the small-
er card assortment, 
also with envelopes, 
sells for $12/pack. 
Cards can be special-
ordered—with a   
specific image and/or 
a personalized      
message inside—for 
$1.40/card ($1.30/
card for orders of 100 

or more). Stop by the Arts Center to see all the 
images available and talk to Kris about special 
orders. 

Our thanks to all the artists who donated imag-
es for this popular fundraiser!  

Holiday card packs can be shipped. Call the Arts 
Center at 315-536-8226 to place your order and  
learn more about shipping and special orders! 

Check out our website, 
www.artscenteryatescounty.org                        

for a closer look at this year’s card assortment. 
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The Arts Center’s annual holiday exhibit opens Friday, 
November 3rd, from 5 pm to 8 pm with new art, new 
artists, and a new look as well as a fine selection of 
original gifts suitable for any price range. You’re sure 
to find things for everyone on your holiday gift list at 
the Arts Center’s Celebrate the Season exhibit! 
 

This year’s exhibit will include the ever-popular Penn 
Yan Art Guild ornaments. These mini-masterpieces by 
local artists are wonderful as tree ornaments, stocking 
stuffers or just year-round decorations for small spac-
es! Full sized paintings from the Arts Center’s talented 
pool of exhibiting artists will also be available through-
out the gallery.   

 

Look for returning 
favorites, like Edie 
DeVoe’s rustic décor, 
Bohdi Mountain’s 
popular pen and ink 
drawings and cards, 
Wendie Levanduski’s 
lake glass pieces and 
Crissy McGinness’ 
detailed and often 

whimsical glass mosaics.  
 

Ceramic artist Stacey Esslinger returns after several 
years absence and painter Karlene VanDeusen adds 
“pocket paintings” and “bark art” to her holiday offer-
ings, while pastel painter Lana Grauer shows off her 
versatility with stained glass tealights.  
 

New to the holiday exhibit this year - ceramics by Mar-
tha Manikas-Foster of Corning, alcohol ink coasters by 
Teresa Telehany of Painted Post, grapevine décor by 
Diana D’Ingianni of Dundee and jewelry, handcrafted 

by Karen Farmer of Naples.  
 

The Arts Center will be bursting at 
the seams with one-of-a kind holi-
day items! The exhibit runs from 
November 1st through the end of 
2023. Join us on Friday, November 
3rd for the exhibit opening and get 
a jump on your holiday shopping! 

The November 3rd opening 
will also include a brief    
Annual Meeting, where Arts 
Center board members will 
introduce the Artist and Vol-
unteer of the Year, reflect 
on the challenges and tri-
umphs of 2023 and look to-
wards 2024.  Everyone is 
welcome at the Annual 
Meeting, which will start at 
5:30 pm. 
 

The evening will include adult beverage tastings, 
live music and an array of snacks and nibbles.  To 
add to the festivities, Chef Mary Campbell of Corn-
ing will hold three sessions on Creating Your Own 
Charcuterie Board at 6 pm, 6:30 pm and 7 pm as a 
fundraiser for the Arts Center. There is limited 

space for this event and reservations are strongly 
encouraged. Each session costs $40 and includes a 
hand-crafted charcuterie tray, and a selection of 
meats, cheeses and sweet and savory treats to be 
assembled for a one-of-a-kind charcuterie board 
for your holiday entertaining or to give as a 
thoughtful hostess gift. Call the Arts Center at 315-
536-8226  to reserve your spot. 
 

Kick the holidays off right at the Arts Center of 
Yates County!  Join us Friday, November 3rd from 
5 pm to 8 pm for our exhibit opening/annual 
meeting/charcuterie fundraiser or stop by during 
the week. Open Tuesday through Saturday 10 
am—5 pm (later on “First Fridays”). 

CELEBRATE THE SEASON! 

CELEBRATE THE SEASON OPENS FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 3 

AND RUNS THROUGH THE REMAINDER OF THE YEAR! 

Bark art by Karlene VanDeusen 

Charcuterie board fundraiser 

Grapevine ball by 

Diana D’Ingianni 

Coaster by Teresa 

Telehany 
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 ART IN THE FINGER 

LAKES 

July 2 — August 10 

Featuring the art of Hannelore 

Wolcott-Bailey & Jay Costanza 

Opening Reception   Friday,   

July 5, 5-7 pm 
 

ART-FULL 

August 13 — September 7 

Featuring the art of members of  

the Penn Yan Art Guild 

Opening Reception  Friday,    

August 16, 5-7 pm 
 

PASTEL SOCIETY  

September 10 — October 5 

Featuring the art of members of 

the Pastel Society of Western 

New York.  

Opening Reception Friday,  

September 13, 5-7 pm 
 

DAY OF THE DEAD 

October 8 — November 2 

Featuring the art of Denis          

Defibaugh & Richard Harvey 

Opening Reception  Friday,           

October 11, 5-7 pm 
 

CELEBRATE THE         

SEASON 

November 5 — January 4 

Find your perfect holiday gifts for 

everyone on your list at the Arts 

Center! 

Opening Reception  Friday,             

November 8, 5-7 pm 

INTERLUDE 

January 3 — February 2 

Featuring the art of Pat Jackson,     

Barbara Rathbun, Diane Stratton-

Smith & Don Zelazny 

Opening Reception  Sunday,               

January 7, 3-5 pm 
 

FIBER ARTS 

February 6 — March 9 

Featuring the art of Carol Kuehn,     

Lisa DeFrancesco, June Szabo &     

Sylvia Apple 

Opening Reception  Saturday,         

February 10, 3-5 pm 
 

FACE TO FACE 

March 12 — April 6 

Featuring the art of Suzi Zefting-Kuhn 

& Geoffrey Harding 

Opening  Reception Friday,  

March 15, 5-7 pm 
 

YATES STUDENT SHOW  

April 9 — April 27 

Featuring the art of Yates County   

middle and high school students 

Opening Reception  Friday,  

April 19, 5-7 pm 
 

NATIONAL JURIED SHOW 

April 30 — June 1 

Open to any artist in any paint  

medium - Apply online  

January 15-March 22 

Opening Reception Friday,               

May 3, 5-7 pm 
 

BLOOM 

June 4 — June 29 

Featuring the art of Bill Mowson &              

Dick Kane 

Opening Reception  Friday, June 7,     

5-7 pm 

EXHIBIT SCHEDULE 2024 

Wired by Diane Stratton-Smith 

Scarf by June Szabo 

Emerging Spring by Dick Kane 

Opening Receptions are FREE 

What Are You Looking At?            

By Suzi Zefting-Kuhn 

Yates 
Student 
Show 
2023 

PYA 

Open Tuesday—Saturday 
10 am—5 pm 
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ARTIST OF THE YEAR 

Hannelore Wolcott-Bailey 
 Hannelore Wolcott Bailey, well known for her many 

paintings in public and private collections around 
Yates County and beyond, had a challenging journey 
becoming an artist. 

At the opening of the 2019 Art Guild Exhibit 
"Memories" at the Flick Gallery of the Arts Center on 
Main Street in Penn Yan, she related the story behind 
some of her "memories" paintings. She lived outside 
Berlin, Germany as a young girl, in a family home 
which was partially destroyed during WWII.   

She commuted daily into the city to attend an art 
school for cartooning, their version of "Disney." Night-
ly bombings had begun, and often her morning train 
had to stop where the tracks were blown away, yet 
traveled over the rebuilt roadbed by evening. Mem-
bers of her class had to take turns staying in the build-
ing's attic overnight, burdened with the responsibility 
of tossing out any incendiary bombs which landed 
there before they could explode. One morning she 
arrived at the ashes of what had been her 7-story 
school and was now the grave of her classmate. 

With the end of hostilities, her neighborhood fell un-
der the Russian occupation. At great risk, her family 
eventually escaped into West Germany and the shel-
ter of relatives. Hannelore found employment in a 
plastic fabrication company, tending beakers in the 
lab, doing nothing related to art. One day she took 
some materials home, painted scenes on them, and 
presented them as a suggestion of what the company 
might do. She became the art department, and her 

work was pressed into 
placemats and other 
household items.     

In 1950, on a shoe-
string, Hannelore en-
tered the Academy of 
Fine Arts in Frankfurt 
on the Main. A lovely 
picture of the city 
along the river is 
among her paintings. 
She cleaned houses, modeled clothing, joined a street 
troop of hucksters selling a miracle soap, even worked 
a season in a hard labor camp building a railroad in 
Bosnia. But she was able to pay her way to art school. 

In 1952 Hannelore immigrated to the United States, 
bringing few possessions except her paint brushes. And 
the rest, as they say, is history. Over the years Han-
nelore's style has become recognizable, hanging in Sol-
diers and Sailors Memorial Hospital, the Yates County 
Office Building, Lakeside Country Club, and many 
homes and offices. For years she hosted an annual Art 
Barn show and sale over July 4th and continues to sell 
her paintings at the Arts Center’s Flick Gallery. She  
remains one of the Arts Center’s most popular and  
recognizable artists.  

The Arts Center Board is pleased to recognize Han-
nelore’s talent and long-time contributions to the local 
art community by naming her the 2023 Artist of the 
Year. 

Two Chairs by Hannelore Wolcott-Bailey 

Main Street Penn Yan by Hannelore Wolcott-Bailey 
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VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 

SUSAN PECK - Exhibits Etc. 
You walk into the historic bank building at 127 Main St., 
Penn Yan, and you see beautiful works of art, carefully 
showcased in an inviting space.  

That is just one layer of what the Arts Center is all about. 
There’s so much more going on behind the scenes, and 
it requires constant effort by many people – and not just 
the artists. 

“It’s really a team effort,” says Susan Peck. As recipient 
of this year’s Norma Peeler Volunteer Award, she wants 
to give credit to the many volunteers who contribute to 
the success of the organization. 

Named in honor of a longtime Arts Center supporter, the 
award is given “in recognition of the exceptional dedica-
tion of a volunteer who has provided outstanding sup-
port for the Arts Center.” 

“Susan has contributed to the Arts Center in a wide 
range of ways over the years,” says Executive Director 
Kris Pearson. “She’s been a member, a patron and a  
volunteer helping with fund raising, membership,      
governance and exhibits. Her energy, enthusiasm, in-
sight and myriad talents have been greatly appreciated.” 

Susan was introduced to the Arts Center more than a 
decade ago by Caryl Flickinger. Chatting at a party, Caryl 
learned about Susan’s work for The Arts of the Southern 
Finger Lakes in Corning,  where she developed grants for 
individuals, organizations and schools to fund arts pro-
gramming in a five-county region. 

“This conversation was the perfect lead-in for Caryl to 
invite me to participate on the Arts Center Board. The 
Fund Development committee was a good fit.”  

 Susan served on the board from 2013 to 2017. “I had 
lots of ideas and enjoyed the give and take of committee 
members,” she says. “One idea that caught on was an 

auction held at 
the annual din-
ner at Keuka 
College.”  

Then Sandy 
Murrin asked 
Susan to chair 
the Exhibits 
Committee. 

“But I’m not an artist and I know nothing about the 
gallery!” was Susan’s reaction. But she accepted.       
Organizing 10 exhibits each year is a huge logistical 
challenge – and a job she has thoroughly enjoyed. 

“Working with this wonderful team has been a joy,” 
she says. “Everyone chips in with ideas and the neces-
sary follow-through, which has allowed Flick Gallery to 
grow and highlight the quality artists from our region 
while visitors and residents interact and enjoy the art-
work.” 

 Susan was compelled to step away from her involve-
ment in 2022 due to major life changes. First, a fire 
extensively damaged her summer home in Keuka 
Park. Then, during the reconstruction, her husband, 
John, was diagnosed with brain cancer. He died in  
October 2022, not long after the couple marked their 
52nd anniversary.  

Arts Center volunteers were supportive through the 
difficult time. “The people really care about each oth-
er,” Susan says. “The Arts Center has been an exciting. 
fun part of my life over the years. It’s been a wonder-
ful experience for me.” 

— Kathy Lindsley 

SAVE THE DATE!! 

Keuka Arts Festival 2024 

Saturday & Sunday, June 8 & 9 



Page 7 ARTS CENTER OF YATES COUNTY  VOLUME 50 ISSUE 6  

ACRYLIC FLORAL FUN  
Thursday, November 9            10 am -– 2 pm 
Instructor: Ginny Deneka            Arts Center 
Always wanted to try painting with Acrylics? Here is a 
place to start. Want to go quasi abstract using lots of 
delicious colors?  Come to my new class and learn 
some of the techniques I use in my fun floral paintings. 
We have paints to share or bring some of your own. 
Wherever you are in your artistic journey, you will have 
fun and expand your imagination. $40 members, $48 
not-yet-members 
 

STAINED GLASS – Holiday Ornaments  
Saturday, November 11            10 am -– 2 pm 
Instructor: Jeanette Kuehner           Arts Center 
Using colorful cut glass and copper soldering, 
create a colorful holiday ornament for tree or 
window.  $45 members, $54 not-yet-
members, $7 materials fee 
 

GELLI PLATE PRINTING  
Wednesday, November 15   1 — 4 pm 
Instructor: Ginny Deneka Arts Center 
Do you like playing with color and don’t mind 
getting your fingers dirty, or making a com-
plete mess?  If that sounds like you, then join 
us for more fun making art with gelli plates, acrylic 
paint, found objects, stencils and your imagination. Be-
ginners welcome. Ages 12 and up. $30 members, $36 
not-yet-members 
 

GLASS MOSAICS  
Friday, November 17                    5 — 7 pm  
Instructor: Crissy McGinness          Arts Center 
Join us for an evening of creativity. Using stained glass, 
you will nip, cut, trim and re-assemble pieces to design 
a unique piece of art. $40 members, $45 not-yet-
members 

REMEMBERING POTHOLDER WEAVING  
Saturday, November 18            10 am — Noon 

Instructor: Craig Sandberg          Arts Center 
Remember the thousand potholders you made years 
ago?  Come refresh that memory and bring your child 
or grandchild to show them how they were made.  
Learn a bit about pattern weaving on a small potholder 
lap loom and talk about different kinds of patterns.10 
and up (preferably with a parent coach for younger  
students) and others who might be just a bit older. 
$20 members, $24 not-yet-members, $10 students    
    

ZOOM PAINTING  
Tuesday, Nov 21       10 am — 1 pm 
Instructor: Grant Lounsbury         
Painters at every level and working in 
any medium can improve their tech-
nique, composition, and perspective 
working with popular Canadian artist 
Grant Lounsbury. This is a Zoom class- 
participate from home, or at the Arts 

Center with others in the class. $30 members, $36 not-
yet-members  
 

ALCOHOL INK ORNAMENTS  
Monday, December 4           2 — 3 pm   
Instructor: Crissy McGinness     Arts Center 
Join us for an afternoon of creativity. Using a variety of 
alcohol ink colors (metallic and standard), you will be 
dropping and stamping color onto your ornaments to 
create a stained glass/marbled look. You will leave with 
4 ornaments to keep for yourself or give as a unique 
hand made gift. $25 members, $27 not-yet-members 
 

ZENTANGLES  
Wednesday, December 6              1 — 3 pm    

Instructor: Toni Johnson               
Arts Center 
Zentangles

®
 is an easy-to-learn, relaxing 

and fun way to create beautiful images by 
drawing structured patterns, called 
“tangles.” Tangles are formed using a com-
bination of dots, lines, curves and orbs. 
When several tangles are used together, a 
non-representational, unplanned, intricate 
design can be formed.  Zentangle art is a 
great way to be creative without feeling like 
you have to be able to draw well. Learn and 

practice new tangles in every class.  $20 members, $24 
not-yet-members 
 

ACRYLIC & WATERCOLOR  PAINTING  
Saturday, December 9  10 am – 3 pm          
Instructor: Tim Williams                 Arts Center 
This workshop will allow participants the opportunity to 
learn and enhance their techniques using acrylic and, or 
watercolor paints. Using a photograph of personal inter-
est, each artist will create a painting that provides an 
opportunity to show a personal style and better under-
standing of the painting media of choice.  $50 members, 
$60 not-yet-members 
 

ALCOHOL INK ORNAMENTS  
Thursday, December 14                 2 — 3 pm  
Instructor: Crissy McGinness            Arts Center 
Join us for an afternoon of creativity. Using a variety of 
alcohol ink colors (metallic and standard), you will be 
dropping and stamping color onto your ornaments to 
create a stained glass/marbled look. You will leave with 
4 ornaments to keep for yourself or give as a unique 
hand made gift. $25 members, $27 not-yet-members 
 

ZOOM PAINTING  
Tuesday, December 19  10 am – 1 pm 
Instructor: Grant Lounsbury         
Painters at every level and working in any 
medium can improve their technique, compo-
sition, and perspective working with popular 
Canadian artist Grant Lounsbury.  This is a 
Zoom class - participate from home, or at the 
Arts Center with others in the class. $30 
members, $36 not-yet-members  
 

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS 
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 VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE! 
When I was asked to serve on a committee at the 
Arts Center, I never imagined that I would be lead-
ing the charge on a new website development pro-
ject. Did we have a website currently?  We did. 
Was it up to date with the 
latest exhibits and class 
information?  Not always.   

As with any volunteer 
organization, you have 
members who change 
committees, move, or 
step away from their 
roles, so streamlining 
who does what can be 
challenging at times. The 
Arts Center determined it 
was time to get some 
help. We contracted with 
a local business called Lil 
Redhead Studio to create, develop, and implement 
an entirely new website. While our current site was 
operational and informative, it wasn’t streamlined 
and refined. This new collaboration would give us 
an entirely new site with an entirely new presence 
we all knew we needed. 

We faced some challenges with the site develop-
ment. What we had been using wasn’t as user 
friendly as we wanted it to be, so it was back to the 
drawing board to determine what exactly it was 
that we wanted. What color palette would we      
select, what layout did we want, what financial 
software would we use, all very good questions 
that needed to be answered. As a group of artists, 
we had many voices and thoughts on the direction 
of the site.   

I was designated as the liaison from the Arts Center 
to represent those voices and thoughts. Partnering 
with Mike Burke, owner of the website develop-
ment company, proved to be an excellent experi-
ence. We had several meetings with various com-
mittee chairs such as the Exhibits, Classes/

Workshops, and the Online shop to determine what 
their needs were and what they wanted for their re-
spective pages. These meetings opened my eyes to 
say the least. I got to know each of the respective 

committee members and 
chairs from a whole new 
perspective.  I had known 
them to be members of the 
Arts Center, board mem-
bers and artists I’d met in 
passing.  What I learned 
from these interactions was 
the level of passion and 
dedication to getting it right 
that they had. Each mem-
ber of the Arts Center was 
kind, caring and clearly had 
a love for the arts. I was 
taken aback and humbled.   

As we moved through our meetings and came to clari-
ty on where we were headed, we could see an end in 
sight. The new site will be available Mid-November 
and we are so excited.  So much is going on at the 
Arts Center and with the streets and new sidewalks 
finally open, we look forward to the community vis-
iting not only our physical building but also the new 
website for updates and exhibit information.  

It has been my privilege and honor to have been a 
part of this process, not just because the project is in 
its final stretch, but because of the friends I’ve made 
along the way. To be able to walk away from this pro-
cess and say I’ve learned, I’ve grown, I’ve met and 
gotten to know some incredible people reminds me 
of why I agreed to be a part of this organization. We 
are always looking for people to enhance our com-
mittees, you need not be an artist to have a voice in 
these areas. If you are looking to get involved in your 
community and serve on a committee, please contact 
the Arts Center. 

                    — Crissy McGinness 

Browse original creations from our member artists from the comfort of your 

home through our online shop!   

Visit artscenteryatescounty.org/shop to start shopping! 
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The Penn Yan Art Guild is once again offering mini canvas 
ornaments for purchase during the holiday season.  This 
is one of the major fundraising activities for the Guild. The 
mini canvas ornaments are for sale in the gallery and 
make a great holiday gift. Ornaments are available from a 
variety of artists. If you have a favorite artist, be sure and 
add to your collection this holiday season.   

Overall, 2023 was a year packed with many opportunities 
for the artists to increase their skills. The plein air pro-
gram took the artists outside to paint at various sites in-
cluding Seneca Mills falls on the Outlet Trail, Hunt Coun-
try Vineyards, Sandy Cook’s home on Grandview Lane, 
Sonnenberg Gardens in Canandaigua, Boundary Breaks 
Winery and Anthony Road Winery. The camaraderie and 
fresh air were a nice change from painting in a studio and 
the views are unique and stunning. We are lucky to live in 
such a beautiful area.  

The robust demonstration 
program held at monthly 
meetings offered a wide  
variety of mediums to       
explore, from basket weav-
ing to pastels to watercolors, 
just to name a few. The 
Guild held its final meeting 
for the season on Oct. 16.  
Lana Grauer conducted a 
demonstration in pastels. 

We invite anyone interested 
in discovering their hidden artistic talent to join the      
organization. Check the website pennyanartguild.org for 
information on membership and meeting dates. Everyone 
is welcome to attend a meeting and see if the Guild is for 
you. All skill levels are welcome from beginner to ad-
vanced. The Guild is a fun, very welcoming group that 
encourages its members to explore a variety of mediums.  
For more details on the organization, visit 
www.pennyanartguild.org.  

 (Congratulations to the “People’s Choice” winners from 

the Penn Yan Art Guild Exhibit: Michael Collins, Kristin 

Gariepy, and Dick Kane and Lisa Carlyon!) 

ART AROUND THE AREA 

• Teri Barlis has two paintings in the Rochester Art 
Club juried show at Barnes & Noble in Pittsford dur-
ing November and eight paintings in four month 
solo show at the RIT Osher gallery lounge in Henri-
etta. 

• Lana Grauer is showing at the Pat Tribistone Gallery 
in Canandaigua , the Salmagundi Club in New York 
City and at State of the Art in Ithaca. 

• Sandy Cook has work in the Franklin Street Gallery 
in Watkins Glen and The Artist Lounge in Seneca 
Falls.  

• Deb Bilinski’s work can be see in the Mosaic 2023 
Exhibition at the 171 Cedar Arts Center, Corning, 
November through mid-December, and in the 10th 
Annual Small Works Juried Exhibition at the Main 
Street Gallery, Clifton Springs from November 11th 
through December 22nd. 

• Kathy Morris currently has two pieces in a show 
Words at the Ontario County Arts Council's North 
Gallery in the Historical Society in Canandaigua.  

• Kathleen Connor has work at the PRR Gallery, Hotel 
Canandaigua and Finger Lakes Hearing and Speech 
in Geneva.  

• Eric and Barb Havill have pottery for sale at Heron 
Hill Winery Gift Shop in Hammondsport, Artizann’s 
in Naples, and locally in their display room in 
Branchport. 

• Bob Gillespie’s work is displayed at the Franklin St. 
Gallery in Watkins Glen. He’s currently working on a 
mural on the wall inside the Watkins Glen Chamber 
of Commerce.  (And look for Bob’s classic car calen-
dars at Long’s Cards and Books.) 

• Cherry Rahn has work in the Rochester Contempo-
rary Members Show and also on display in the Vines 
of New York Gallery, Geneva.   

• Barb Rathbun’s work is on display at Artizann’s in 
Naples, The Old Country Store in North Cohocton 
and The Cheshire Union in Cheshire. 

• Anne Lahr and her sister, Mary Jo Arthur, will be 
exhibiting at Anthony Road Winery in December 
and January. Anne will also take part in the Jingle in 
Geneva Art Walk on December 2.  

ARTS CENTER ARTISTS 

OUT AND ABOUT 

http://www.pennyanartguild.org


Arts Center of Yates County 

127 Main Street 

Penn Yan, NY 14527 
Hours 

Open  Tuesday-Saturday 10:00-5:00 

315-536-8226 

  E-mail: artscenteryates@gmail.com 

www.ArtsCenterYatesCounty.org 

Arts Center of Yates County programs are made possible 

in part by the New York State Council on the Arts with the 

support of Governor Kathy Hochul and the New York State 

Legislature.   

Support the Businesses That Support  

the Arts Center! 
Lake Affect Media 

Lyons National Bank 

Marble’s Automotive/Marble’s Glass* 

Morgan’s Grocery 

The Once Again Shoppe* 

Penn Yan Plumbing & Heating* 

Pinckney Hardware* 

Seneca Farms 

Seneca Lake Duck Hunters Association 

JL Sisson Construction 

ServU Credit Union* 

Sommerville Pottery 

Steve Shannon Tire Company* 

Stork Insurance*  

The Birkett Mills/Carey’s Lumber* 

Water Street Wines and Spirits 

 

AK Climate Controlled Storage* 

Aubergine B&B 

Bank of the Finger Lakes 

Barrington Cellars 

Century 21—Mark Malcolm Realty 

Community Bank* 

Country Comforts B&B 

Covert Security* 

Douglas B. Miles Agency 

Eastlake Consulting 

Empire Communications* 

Ferro Corporation 

Fireworks Foundry 

Howard Hanna Lake Group Realty* 

Keuka Spring Vineyards* 

Knapp & Schlappi Lumber* 

 

* Keuka Arts 

Festival   

sponsors 


