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SCHOOLED IN LOCAL ART 
 One of the Arts Center’s most anticipat-
ed events each year is the Yates Student 
Show.  

Paintings, sculpture, pottery, photog-
raphy, collage and mixed-media work 
created by middle- and high-school stu-
dents representing all three of Yates 
County’s school districts (Penn Yan, Dun-
dee and Marcus Whitman) fill the Flick 
Gallery. Even computer animation has 
been featured. 

“The opening 
is the best 
attended of all 
our shows,” 
says Arts Cen-
ter Executive 
Director Kris 
Pearson.  

The Student 
Show – this 
year April 13-
27 with a re-
ception 5-7 p.m. on April 19 – traces its 
roots to the 1980s and the early days of 
the Yates County Arts Council. Through-
out 2024, Perspectives will explore how 
that organization evolved into the cur-
rent Arts Center of Yates County. 

Founded in 1975 with a mission to de-
velop and promote arts programs and to 
coordinate activities of groups within 
the county, the Arts Council was making 
a mark by the 1980s. From a small grant 
received at the start from the New York 
State Council on the Arts, the Council by 
1985 had an operating budget of more 
than $40,000 from state and local contri-

butions. 

A gallery where individuals and organiza-
tions could exhibit work and conduct pro-
grams was an early goal. In 1984, the 
Council opened a small gallery at the Post 
House, 215 Main St. By the end of the dec-
ade, the organization moved to larger 
quarters in the Masonic building at 119 
East Elm St. and opened the Crooked Lake 
Gallery. 

Among the wide-ranging projects support-
ed by the Council, 
many were aimed 
at benefiting the 
area’s school stu-
dents. The annual 
Finger Lakes Stu-
dent Woodwork-
ing Show brought 
together the 
Pennsylvania 
House furniture 
company, the 

Penn Yan Academy Industrial Arts Depart-
ment and local sponsors to recognize 
young craftspeople from the area. 

The artist-in-residence program developed 
with the Penn Yan School District was 
highlighted by the New York Foundation 
for the Arts as the exemplary program in 
the 1983-84 year. An annual “Spring into 
Art” series brought junior- and senior-high 
school students to Keuka College for a day 
of creativity. 

The student art show was a huge success 
from the beginning, recalls Robert Gilles-
pie, who taught art at Penn Yan Central 
School District           Continued on page 8                                             

 
 

WHAT’S INSIDE? 
 
 

Upcoming Exhibits 
Pages 3 & 4 

Meet an Instructor  
Page 5 

 
 

Workshops 
Page  7 

At the Sing Around 
Page 8 

 
 

Bob Gillespie judges 2013 Student exhibit 



PAGE 2 ARTS CENTER OF YATES COUNTY  

to the commu-
nity, in time of 
war they are 
doubly valua-
ble...Art is the 
imperishable 
and dynamic 
expression of 
[our values]. It is and always has been the visi-
ble evidence of the activity of free minds.”   

(from The Monuments Men by Robert Edsel) 
 

Art clearly incorporates more than simply  
physical or compositional perspectives — it 
contains the power to expand our perception 
and understanding of ourselves and those 
around us. Stop in at the Arts Center and ex-
perience some of this “activity of free minds” 
for yourself. You’re always welcome here!               

                     — Kris Pearson, Executive Director 

An opinion piece by David Brooks in a recent 
issue of The New York Times set forth an   
argument for art as a means of saving “a sad, 
lonely, angry and mean society.” The act of 
engaging with art in any form, Brooks writes, 
“furnishes your mind with emotional 
knowledge and wisdom; it helps you take a 
richer and more meaningful view of your own 
experiences; it helps you understand, at least 
a bit, the depths of what’s going on in the 
people right around you.”  
 

This is not a particularly new or unique opin-
ion. Ralph Waldo Emerson argued that cultur-
al activities enlarge our hearts and minds. 
Museum curators, art historians and humani-
ties professors risked their lives during World 
War II to protect artwork and cultural sites 
throughout Europe and rallied to keep muse-
ums open believing that “If, in times of peace, 
our museums and art galleries are important 

From the Executive Director 
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Mission: 
 

The Arts Center’s     
mission is to enrich the 
quality of life of Finger 

Lakes residents, artists, 
and visitors by providing  
opportunities for active  
participation in the arts. 

 

To this end we plan,  
promote, and develop  

art exhibits and  
workshops; coordinate, 
schedule, and publicize 
art-related events; and 
develop and maintain 
physical facilities for 

these purposes. 
 

Volunteer 
Opportunities: 

 

Interested in volunteering 
at the Arts Center?    

Volunteers serve as 
docents in the Flick  

Gallery, help hang art-
work for shows, prepare 
food for exhibit openings, 
help in various capacities 
with fundraising events 
throughout the year and 

serve on a variety of 
committees.  

We welcome your help 
with any of the Arts  
Center’s activities! 
Contact volunteer     

coordinators George 
Dornberger at 

Keoked@hotmail.com or 
Marc Race at 

marcrace08@gmail.com.  

ARTISTS’ CORNER 
(Useful Information Every Artist Should Know) 

TIME magazine recently reported: "in 
January 2024, the copyright on 
Steamboat Willie officially expired, 
and Mickey Mouse is now officially in 
the public domain. This means that 
now anyone in the U.S. can use the 
Steamboat Willie version of the Mick-
ey Mouse character without fear of 
copyright infringement."  However, the 
article also noted that some features of 
the Mickey Mouse character, such as his 
red shorts, remain protected and that, 
because laws vary by country, Mickey 
may still be protected in other countries. 

Copyright has been described as an 
"automatic right," which means that 
once an original piece of art is creat-
ed,  photograph printed, story or poem 
published, or the music written down or 
recorded, it is automatically protected 
by copyright. Under current federal cop-
yright laws, "original" works are protect-
ed. These protections do not, however, 

generally cover works created prior to 1924 and 
the protections typically expire 70 years after the 
death of the creator. 

Copyright laws give the owner of the copyright 
the right to reproduce, distribute, lease, lend 
and/or sell copies of work. Generally — but not 
always — the owner is the artist, photographer, 
author or composer. However, if you create work 
as part of your duties as an employee of a com-
pany, the company owns the copyright. Similarly, 
if you are hired by another person to create a 
specific work, e.g., paint a portrait of that per-
son's child or pet, the person hiring you owns the 
copyright. The owner of a copyright can also sell 
it to another person or entity. However, the sale 
of an original piece of artwork or manuscript 
does not transfer the copyright to the purchaser 
unless the copyright is specified as part of the 
sales agreement. 

We will provide more information on copyright 
laws and related issues in future issues. In the 
meantime, you can find additional articles on the 
internet.                 — Pat Jackson 
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The Arts Center of Yates County is a popular stop for 
visitors and locals alike thanks, in part, to its strong con-
nection to the art of the Finger Lakes. Those who drop 
into the Arts Center often find images of breathtaking 
vineyards and lake landscapes at the 
front and center of many artists’ work. 
The Face to Face exhibit in March, how-
ever, focuses on a different and equally 
intriguing subject matter: Faces! 

Painters Suzi Zefting-Kuhn and Geoffrey 
Harding share a goal of communicating 
not just the appearance, but the soul of 
their subjects. These artists hope their 
work will inspire viewers with an appre-
ciation for the dignity, humor, and 
beauty of everyday faces. 

Suzi Zefting-Kuhn cannot imagine life without being an 
artist. Inspired by the work of nationally acclaimed 
artists like Burton Silverman, she works primarily with 
oil paint and has made a name for herself as a member 
and founder of many artist societies and 
clubs in New York. 

Suzi is proud to say that she learns new 
things about art every day. “If I’m not learn-
ing something when I create a piece of art,” 
she says, “I might as well not do it any-
more.” 

Suzi’s first love is portraiture. As a “people 
person,” she tries to paint her subjects in a 
way that reveals who they are. Through her 
realistic style, Suzi’s goal is to capture the 
true essence of her subjects, not just their 
visual appearances. 

“I’d like for my audience to feel like they 
may be actually seeing that person.” She finds particular 
importance in eyes. “You can tell a lot from a person’s 
eyes. If they’re happy, you see it in their eyes. If they’re 
troubled, you see it in their eyes. That’s why I’m drawn 
to them.” 

The faces in Suzi’s portfolio also include loving depic-
tions of expressions found in the animal kingdom. She’s 
drawn to the unique beauty of exotic animals, particu-

FACE TO FACE 

OPENING RECEPTION FOR FACE TO FACE IS  

FRIDAY, MARCH 15, 5 - 7 PM 

larly giraffes; “Their heads are so fascinating to me.” 
This connection, formed from visits to zoos all 
around the country, deepened during a trip to South 
Africa last year. Expect to see many of these adora-

ble and exotic faces featured in the 
exhibit. 

Learn more about her and her art by 
visiting her website suzizefting-
kuhn.com. 

The focus of Geoffrey Harding’s work 
is 18th century American history, in 
particular the Native American peo-
ples of New York, which have been 

an inspiration since his youth. 
Geoffrey’s work expresses his strong 

connection to nature which is often reflected in Na-
tive philosophies. 

“It’s something we’ve kind of lost,” he says, “so I 
hope my paintings help people realize that apprecia-
tion.” 

Geoffrey strives for realism in his oil 
paintings. He paints using Native models 
and pre-designed scenes in the woods. 

“Painting,” Geoffrey says, “has to come 
from the heart. It’s emotional.” When he 
is painting his subjects, he finds some-
thing special about each of their faces. 
“I’d like the viewer to feel like the subject 
is looking back at them.” 

Each of his paintings tells a story, and he 
hopes that viewers will wonder what 
that story is and who his subject might 
be. “I want my work to educate people 

about Native culture, especially kids.” 

Find his work on Facebook at Woodland Arts Studio.   

The Face to Face exhibit will be on display starting 
March 12 and running until April 11, 2024. Don’t miss 
the chance to meet and celebrate these talented 
artists during the opening reception on Friday, March 
15, from 5:00 to 7:00 pm at the Arts Center. 

                                                            — Morgan Farewell 

Are You Looking at Me?            

by Suzi-Zefting-Kuhn 

The Seneca                           

by Geoffrey Harding 
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 This year, Faith is excited to see what a new genera-
tion of art students have to offer. As juror, she looks 
forward to seeing the unique expressions of not only 
the students, but the teachers as well. 
 

Penn Yan Academy art teacher Jillian Volpe says that 
the Student Show is an event to look forward to. In 
her experience, “Every year has something a little 
different.” The show highlights the artistic growth of 
the students as they proudly display their evolving 
talents. 
 

“It’s my favorite night of the year,” Jillian says. 
 

This year, Penn Yan Academy students will be pre-
senting works of ceramic art, charcoal drawings, 
paintings, photographs, and more. The show is not 
only an opportunity for the students to gain 
professional art experience, but also to have their 
work recognized by their friends, families, and their 
local community. As Jillian tells her students, “this is 
where you become an artist.” 
 

Support the budding artists of Penn Yan, 
Dundee, and Marcus Whitman by visiting the Arts 

Center from April 13 to April 26. The formal exhibit 

opening, where prizes are awarded, will be Friday, 

April 19 from 5:30-8 pm.                                                                                     

                      - Morgan Farewell 

As the end of the school year approaches, the Arts Cen-
ter of Yates County focuses on the talents of local 
young artists. This April’s annual Student Show will 
spotlight the work of students from the Penn Yan, 
Dundee, and Marcus Whitman school districts. For most 
of these middle and high school students, this 
will be their first opportunity to have their work fea-
tured in a professional gallery and judged by a profes-
sional artist. Art teachers in each of the districts will 
select their students’ best work in two  dimensional, 
three dimensional, and photographic arts to be put in 
the exhibit. 
 

In addition to having the work on display, the Arts Cen-
ter also arranges for professional artists to “jury” or 
“judge” the students’ work. One of the judges for this 
year’s show will be Faith Benedict, a professional potter 
and retired Penn Yan art teacher.  
 

“As a teacher,” she says, “you want the highest quality 
work your students can create.”  
 

The exhibit will not only be a testament to the Fine Arts 
programs of participating schools, but a culmination of 
the student’s hard work and artistic growth. 
 

“We want them to know that we’re proud of their       
accomplishments,” Faith says. 
 

YATES COUNTY STUDENT SHOW 

OPENING RECEPTION YATES COUNTY STUDENT SHOW   

IS FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 5:30 - 8 PM 

Assignment: PYA Students in Jill Volpe’s Drawing & Painting class were challenged to create an observation-
al drawing of their own hands in either American Sign Language (ASL) or a mudra (a symbolic/spiritual hand 

gesture),  “focusing on contour lines and the details that make their hands their own.” 
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Applications now open for: 

• The 2024 National Juried Show       
April 30 - June 3  Submit work by March 22 at  
www.ShowSubmit.com 

• The Keuka Arts Festival                     
Saturday & Sunday, June 8 & 9                           
Applications at keukaartsfestival.com 

• Artist in Residence                                   
Due May 1.  Two opportunities for a ten day       
residency at Sunny Point, the Arts Center’s Keuka 
lakeside facility. Application on the Arts Center 
website www.artscenteryatescounty.org             

Other dates: 

• Solar Eclipse (Path of Totality)          
Monday, April 8 2:15 pm                                   

• Arts Center Chair-ish Art Gala             
Thursday, May 9  5 - 8 pm, Seasons on Keuka 

• Sunny Point Opening/Pig Roast       
Sunday, June 2,  1- 4 pm 

• Sunny Point Ice Cream Social            
Sunday, August 4, 1- 4 pm 

• Children’s Art Retreat @ Sunny Point 
Monday, August 5 - Thursday,  August 8,                   
9 am - 3 pm, 1st- 5th Grade Students 

Meet an Instructor 

Don Andrews - Painter 

ON THE HORIZON 

and mixing colors extensively.  

A resident of Bastrop, Texas, 
Don has conducted painting 
workshops throughout the 
United States, and Europe for 
over 40 years. 

An active member and past 
board director of the American Watercolor Society, 
Don’s paintings have received numerous awards in na-
tional watercolor competitions, including three awards 
from the American Watercolor Society. 

He is the author of three books, and twelve videos on 
painting in watercolor and is featured in the Watson 
Guptill publication "Everything You Ever Wanted to 
Know about Watercolor."  

For artists eager to paint and study in a no-stress stu-
dio environment, Don’s Landscape Workshop will be 
offered July 15, 16 and 17 from 9 am to 4 pm.  Classes 
will address major visual concerns such as light, color, 
organizing nature and utilizing negative space.  

For more information on Don and his work visit his 
website www.donandrewsstudio.com. To register for 
the Landscape Workshop, visit the Arts Center’s web-
site at www.artscenteryatescounty.org.  

Nationally known watercolor artist Don Andrews be-
lieves that “we learn to paint watercolor the way we 
learn anything else...with information and practice.” 
Don will supply that information and oversee and 
encourage some of that practice during a creative 
workshop he’ll offer this summer through the Arts 
Center.  

A graduate of Ringling School of Art in Sarasota, Flori-
da, Don initially trained in oils, but fell in love with 
watercolors during his senior year.  

“Watercolor is fluid, portable and spontaneous,” he 
says.  

Watercolor also, Don believes, is the “best medium 
to convey a sense of light.”  His loose style still shows 
the influence of  mid-20th century west coast paint-

ers who cele-
brated a world 
of color and 
light. Don also 
relies heavily on 
value drawings 
when compos-
ing his paintings, 
working with a 
limited palette Joe’s Country by Don Andrews 



Page 6 ARTS CENTER OF YATES COUNTY  VOLUME 51 ISSUE 2  

THE ART OF WIRE WRAPPING  
Friday, March 1                                   3 - 4 pm                          
Instructor: Crissy McGinness      Arts Center 
Want to learn the art of wire wrapping? We will     
explore the various tools and create amazing wire- 
and bead-inspired objects. Maybe a pendant? Have 
a favorite little treasure that you want to be remem-
bered – bring it along! $15 members, $20 not-yet-
members 
 

CARVE A WELSH LOVE SPOON  
Saturday, March 9, 2024            10 am - 2 pm        
Instructor: Craig Sandberg        Arts Center 
Come and carve a Welsh Love Spoon which is a 

decoratively carved wooden spoon 
that was traditionally presented as 
a gift of romantic intent. The spoon 
is normally decorated with sym-
bols of love and was intended to 
reflect the skill of the carver. Now-
adays, love spoons are considered  
decorative craft items rather than 
used as functioning spoons. You 
can go into any tourist gift shop in 
Wales and there will be love 
spoons to bring home with you or 
you can carve your own!  They 
make great wedding gifts!  $40 

members, $60 not-yet-members 
 

BEGINNER STAINED GLASS  
Tuesday, March 12                              4 - 6 pm                      
Instructor: Crissy McGinness      Arts Center 
Looking for an interesting and unique piece of art for 
your kitchen window? Join us as we learn to cut 
glass, foil and solder pieces together. Beautiful blue 
mountains that remind us of our favorite place on 
earth, the Finger Lakes. $25 members, $35 not-yet-
members 
 

STAINED GLASS-ON-GLASS SUNSET  
Saturday, March 16                     10 am - 2 pm                      
Instructor: Jeanette Kuehner      Arts Center 
Create a glass mosaic of a sunset on a glass plate 
for a fun, colorful and easy suncatcher!  We’ll be glu-
ing small shards of colored glass onto a 5 by 7 glass 
plate. Glue, glass and glass plate are all provided—
just come with a memory of a favorite sunset! $45 
members, $54 not-yet-members $7 materials fee 
 

PAINTING WITH GRANT  
Tuesday, March 19          10 am - 1 pm 
Instructor: Grant Lounsbury        
Arts Center/Zoom 
Painters at every level and working in any medium 
can improve their technique, composition, and per-
spective working with popular Canadian artist 
Grant Lounsbury. This is a Zoom class — partici-
pate from home, or at the Arts Center with others 
in the class. $30 members, $36 not-yet-
members 
 

BEGINNER NEEDLE FELTING  
Friday, March 22                           2 - 4 pm                     
Instructor: Crissy McGinness    Arts Center 
Ever wanted to try needle felting? Join us as we 
create a small rabbit made out of angora goat hair. 
As we felt our way through the project, you’ll learn 
how to create the limbs, faces, bodies and tails of 
our furry little guys.  $25 members, $35 not-yet-
members 
  

STAINED GLASS SAILBOAT  
Saturday, April 6                    10 am - 2 pm         
Instructor: Jeanette Kuehner    Arts Center 
Great for beginners, this class will cover cutting 
basic shapes from glass then soldering and cop-
per foiling joints to create a sailboat suncatcher. 
$45 members, $54 not-yet-members $7 materi-
als fee 
 

FAST SKETCHING TECHNIQUES  

Thursday, April 11                  10 am - 3 pm                      
Instructor: Nancy Lane          Arts Center 
Learn to quickly see the basic shapes of elusive 
subjects and capture your perception on paper. 
Sketching allows you to work the most creatively-- 
directly from your subject, free of cameras, in al-
most any situation. It also helps to visualize paint-
ing ideas more simply and clearly. And it's a won-
derful skill for creating a personal travel journal. 
$75 members, $85 not-yet-members 
 

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS 

Register for workshops on our website: 
www.artscenteryatescounty.org 

or call 315-536-8226 
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 HANDBAG WEAVING  
Saturday, April 13                    10 am - 1 pm                      
Instructor: Craig Sandberg      Arts Center 
Potholder looms are usually used to make pot-
holders but you can weave lots of other useful 
things using yarn or fabric strips on these small 
looms. You can even weave on the diagonal! 
Come join us to make a small bag using yarn.  
These are simple to make and you can try out 
your own design ideas. $30 members, $36 not-
yet-members 
 

PAINTING WITH GRANT  
Tuesday, April 16             10 am - 1 pm                             
Instructor: Grant Lounsbury     
Arts Center/Zoom 
Painters at every level and working in 
any medium can improve their tech-
nique, composition, and perspective 
working with popular Canadian artist 
Grant Lounsbury. This is a Zoom 
class — participate from home, or at 
the Arts Center with others in the 
class.  $30 members, $36 not-yet-
members 

ZENTANGLES  
Wednesday, April 17                      1 - 3 pm   
Instructor: Toni Johnson         Arts Center 
Whether you are a regu-
lar “tangler” or new to 
Zentangle, come and 
join us as we create 
beautiful patterns. If you 
can write the letters C, I, 
O and S you can Zen-
tangle! Directions for a 
variety of tangles will be 
provided. If you have attended other Zentangle 

classes, please bring your supplies 
with you. If you have not attended a 
Zentangle class at the Art Center, 
supplies will be provided for you.    
$20 members, $24 not-yet-members 

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS 

Learn about these workshops and 
more on our website: 

www.artscenteryatescounty.org 

 

WORKSHOPS TO WATCH FOR   

THE WAYS OF WATERCOLOR  
Friday, May 10                         10 am - 3 pm   
Instructor: Nancy Lane      Arts Center 
Get comfortable with watercolor and its fluid ways 
as we explore the core technical skills you need to 
paint landscapes. Some previous basic experi-
ence using watercolor will help, but is not essen-
tial, because we’ll be playing with paint much of 
the time to learn about the ebb and flow of this 
exciting medium. We’ll wrap up our efforts by 
painting a sunset scene.                                    
$75 members, $85 not-yet-members 

SPRING PLEIN AIR   
Friday, May 31 & Sat, June 1     9:30 am - 4 pm   
Instructor: Kevin Feary         various locations 
In this two day workshop, we will enjoy the spring 
weather while we paint outdoors, looking for op-
portunities to capture the color of Spring in the 
Finger Lakes. We will explore all aspects of plein 
air painting through demonstrations, hands on 
work and plenty of individual attention.            
$150 members, $175 not-yet-members 

WATERCOLOR LANDSCAPES  
Monday – Wednesday, July 15, 16 & 17   
9am - 4pm        Instructor: Don Andrews 
Learning to paint with watercolor should be fun! 
Don’s Landscape Workshop is geared specifically 
for artists eager to paint and study in a no-stress 
studio environment.  Each day, Don will address a 
major visual concern; light, color, granulation, or-
ganizing nature and utilizing negative space are 
just a few subjects to be covered. Don’s class isn’t 
geared to any specific level of achievement; ra-
ther artists at all levels will benefit from a more 
personal understanding of the painting possibili-
ties available in the ex-
citing world of landscape 
painting.  This workshop 
will be packed with 
demonstrations, discus-
sions, individual help 
and personal and group 
critiques.                  
$375 members, $425 not-yet-members 
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In these days of streaming internet 
there's little a man can do                
to pit his metal 'gainst real foes and 
prove his derring-do. 
You're stuck behind a keyboard 
making pitiful clicking sounds, grow-
ing dull and flabby as you push your 
mouse around. 
 

Don't settle for a job that has you 
lashed down to a chair,                                                     
daydreaming of retirement and struggling with  despair. 
For a man must be a hero if his heart's to be at ease.  
That's why we hunt the jet ski on the stormy Keuka seas.  
 

Kawasaki, Yamaha, it matters not the name.                                                                 
Four stroke or two or turbo charged, to us they're all the 
same. 
They're noisy, smelly creatures and it's been our noble 
toil                                                                                             
to hunt them on the Finger Lakes and drain them of 
their oil. 
 

The harpoon flies, the line pays out, the screaming         
engine whines                                                                            
and soon the thing has gone fin up and the silence is 
sublime. 
There's nowhere near the oil we were getting from the 

HEARD AT THE SING-AROUND 
Keuka Whalers Music & Lyrics by Craig Hohm 

whale,                                                     
but saving all that gasoline must 
surely tip the scale. 
 

If you're young or old, man or wom-
an, short or maybe tall;                         
if you're strong and stalwart, brave 
and true, then answer to our call.  
 

You'll join a cause that's worthy and 
environment'ly kind —                      

to rid the pristine waters of that nasty high-pitched 
whine. 
 

So join the whalers now my friend and climb yourselves 
aboard   
the finest longboat in the lakes — swell our happy 
hoard! 
Fresh air and regular exercise are benefits to those 
who hustle to their stations at the cry of "THAR SHE 
BLOWS!" 

chorus: 
Come along my bully boys, grab yourselves an oar. 
Raise your voices lustily and let me hear you roar! 
We'll ply the glacial watersheds, our fortunes for to 
make,                                                                                    
while hunting for the jet ski on the shores of Keuka 
Lake.                      (© Craig Hohm,  printed with permission) 

ARTS CENTER ARCHIVES (continued from page 1)

for 32 years before retiring  in 
2004.                                             

Gillespie, who helped organize 
the first show, says the goal was 
to get more visibility for the or-
ganization as well as recognition 
for the students. 

“It was chock full of student art-
work,” he says. “It was fantas-
tic.” 

As in the beginning, today the 
art teachers in each school se-
lect the art. Professional artists 

select the award winners, presenting first, second and 
third places for each category 
for each school plus an overall 
Best of Show Award for a total 
of 28 cash prizes.  

Perhaps most important, it’s an 
opportunity for the young artists 
to have their work seen in a pro-
fessional setting by friends, fam-
ily and the community.  

“The quality of the work is    
generally pretty amazing,” says 
Pearson. “It really is exciting. 

        — Kathy Lindsley 

JOIN US FOR A SING-AROUND EVERY FIRST FRIDAY  
FROM 5:30 - 7:30 PM AT THE ARTS CENTER 

Photography, painting, drawing, collage,   

sculpture and other three dimensional art      

are all featured at the                                   

Yates County Student Art Exhibit. 
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ART AROUND THE AREA 

Q: What is the most precious experience for every artist 
— something all of us have to do to achieve the results we 
are dreaming of? A: Painting en plein air!  

When we paint en plein air, we hone our most important 
artistic skills – learn to achieve color and tonal harmony, 
with realistic colors, train to convey mood, build beautiful 
compositions and more. Plein air painting enables us to 
feel nature and enjoy it, paint fast, and avoid overwork-
ing.  

If you’ve already tried painting en plein air and/or are 
looking for some guidance, the Penn Yan Art Guild Spring 
Workshop is the place to be!  Join us for: 

Painting en Plein Air with David Gardner 

Monday, April 22 - 10:00 am - 3:30 pm 
Cost for Guild Members: $25; Non-Members $50 (which 
will include a Guild membership) at the Arts Center. Lunch 
included. A materials list will be sent out at a later date. 

David will give tips on setting up and facilitating painting 
out of doors as well as instruction on how to minimize and 
simplify shapes and capture light and shadow. After a 
short demo, students will paint on their own paintings 
with individual guidance from David. There will be time 
to discuss and share to see what works and what may 
need a second look. 

Come get inspired and excited about painting en plein air 
(and prepare to participate in the ARW Plein Air Event in 
July.) 

Learn more about David on his website 
www.davidgardner.online  

Sign up by sending check for $25 made out to Penn Yan 
Art Guild, with memo on check indicating April 22 work-
shop, to: Fran Bliek  6355 Murphy Drive  Victor NY 14564 

Come paint  with friends - everyone is welcome! 

Open Studio at the Arts Center: 

Monday, March 4, 10 am—Noon 

Monday, March 18, 10 am—Noon 

Monday, April 8, 10 am—Noon 
 

Penn Yan Art Guild meeting 
Monday, April 15  at 1:30 pm at 

the Arts Center. 

Art Retreat for Children 
@ Sunny Point 

 

Monday, August 5 - 
Thursday, August 8 

 9 am - 3 pm 

Students in 1st to 5th grade 

will focus on a variety of 

artistic mediums each day. 

Call the Arts Center at 

315-536-8226 for         

registration info 

http://www.davidgardner.online
https://www.google.com/maps/search/6355+Murphy+Drive+Victor+NY+14564?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/6355+Murphy+Drive+Victor+NY+14564?entry=gmail&source=g


Arts Center of Yates County 

127 Main Street 

Penn Yan, NY 14527 
Hours 

Tuesday-Saturday 10:00-5:00 

315-536-8226 

  E-mail: artscenteryates@gmail.com 

www.ArtsCenterYatesCounty.org 

Arts Center of Yates County programs are made possible 

in part by the New York State Council on the Arts with the 

support of Governor Kathy Hochul and the New York State 

Legislature.   

Support the Businesses That Support  

the Arts Center! 
Lattimore Physical Therapy* 

Lake Affect Media 

Lyons National Bank* 

Marble’s Automotive/Marble’s Glass* 

Mark’s Pizzeria* 

Morgan’s Grocery 

Penn Yan Plumbing & Heating* 

Pinckney Hardware* 

Seneca Farms 

Seneca Lake Duck Hunters Association 

JL Sisson Construction 

ServU Credit Union* 

Sommerville Pottery 

Steve Shannon Tire Company* 

Stork Insurance*  

The Birkett Mills/Carey’s Lumber* 

Vine Valley Rustics* 

Water Street Wines and Spirits 

 

AK Climate Controlled Storage*  

Aubergine B&B 

Bank of the Finger Lakes 

Barrington Cellars 

Century 21—Mark Malcolm Realty 

The Chronicle Express* 

Climbing Bines Craft Ales* 

Community Bank* 

Country Comforts B&B 

Covert Security* 

Douglas B. Miles Agency 

Eastlake Consulting 

Empire Communications* 

Ferro Corporation 

Fireworks Foundry 

Howard Hanna Lake Group Realty* 

Keuka Spring Vineyards* 

Knapp & Schlappi Lumber* 

* Keuka Arts 

Festival   

sponsors 


