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BASKETS AND MORE 
Basket making is an ancient craft dating 
back to 8,000 - 6,000 BCE, predating 
both stone carving and ceramic vessels. 
Baskets were typically made from lo-
cally available materials, such as reeds, 
grasses, vines, willow branches and 
other pliable materials. Basketry and 
basket making techniques have been 
used for 
storage, 
shelter, 
footwear, 
sleeping 
mats and 
furniture as 
well as to 
filter wine 
and catch 
fish, among 
other things. But while generally made 
for functional purposes, basketry in-
creasingly has also been recognized as 
a form of art. 

The Haudenosaunee of the northeast 
United States (including western New 
York) made split ash baskets for centu-
ries, using thin strips or "splints" of 
black ash wood, which could be dyed 
or twisted to create patterns. Basket 
making became an important staple of 
the Haudenosaunee economy during 
the 19th century and their baskets 
were tailored to needs and wants of 
their markets, including items such as 
sewing baskets and ornaments. 
(Examples of their baskets can be seen 
at The Rockwell Museum in Corning.) 

In the late 1800s and early 1900s, there 
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were also a number of basket businesses in 
Yates County. The Yates Lumber Company 
was one of the best known. In 1911 it em-
ployed 30 men and manufactured nearly 6 
million baskets using lumber from Maine 
and Southern states. Yates Lumber Compa-
ny baskets were utilitarian, generally used 
for fruit and vegetables, ranging in size 

from six quarts 
to 8 pounds and 
were distribut-
ed widely 
through New 
England and 
Michigan up to 
Canada. Accord-
ing to local lore, 
the company's 
baskets even 

contributed to the creation of basketball. 
As the story goes, Edson Potter, owner of 
the Yates Lumber Company, met Jimmy 
Naismith on a trip to Connecticut to sell his 
peach baskets. Naismith asked for several 
of the baskets, which were initially used in 
the game he created, later to be replaced 
by the open bottom nets we know today. 

In the late 20th Century, basket weaving 
experienced a bit of a revival. Today many 
artists have embraced it as a medium out 
of which to make fine art objects, in part 
because baskets can only be woven by 
hand—they cannot be manufactured by 
machines! Whether you see it as craft or 
art, basket making is a creative process—
and it's fun. The Arts Center offers basket 
making classes with Susan Baxter (see pag-
es 6&7). Why not give it a try? 

   — Pat Jackson 

Baskets on display at The Rockwell Museum 
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Class of 2023 
Kristi Hoag 
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Class of 2024 
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Dick Murphy 
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Deb Scharf 
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George Dornberger 
Caryl Flickinger 

Pat Jackson 
Marianne Martin 
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Toni Johnson 

Crissy McGinness 
Karen Reed 

Craig Sandberg 
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Officers 
Kathy Ring, Pres. 

Daryl Davis, Vice Pres. 
Anita Maroscher, Treas. 

Karen Morris, Sec. 
 

Executive Director 
Kris Pearson 

 

Mission: 
 

The Arts Center’s     
mission is to enrich the 
quality of life of Finger 

Lakes residents, artists, 
and visitors by providing  
opportunities for active  
participation in the arts. 

 

To this end we plan,  
promote, and develop  

art exhibits and  
workshops; coordinate, 
schedule, and publicize 
art-related events; and 
develop and maintain 
physical facilities for 

these purposes. 
 

Volunteer 
Opportunities: 

 

Volunteers serve as 
docents in the Flick  

Gallery, help hang art-
work for shows, prepare 
food for exhibit openings, 
help in various capacities 
with fundraising events 
throughout the year and 

serve on a variety of 
committees.  

Interested in volunteering 
at the Arts Center?   
Contact volunteer     

coordinators George 
Dornberger at 

Keoked@hotmail.com or 
Marc Race at 

marcrace08@gmail.com. 
We welcome your help 

with any of the Arts  
Center’s activities! 

If you’re interested in 
how relaxing creativi-
ty can be, the Arts 
Center is offering a 
wide variety of work-
shops throughout the 
summer (see pages 6 
& 7) and the pottery 
studio at Sunny Point 
has open studio hours every week if you’re 
inclined to add “play with clay” to your list of 
summer activities. 
 

Spend some time at the Arts Center this sum-
mer! “You’ll wish that summer could always 
be here.”  
 

— Kris Pearson, Executive Director 

In the immortal words of Nat King Cole, it’s 
time to “roll out those lazy, hazy, crazy days 
of summer!” 
 

In all fairness, June, at least, was hazy (thanks 
to the fires in Canada) and crazy (thanks to 
road construction on Main Street) though not 
particularly lazy, given a myriad of Arts Center 
activities and events (see page 4 for what you 
may have missed!). We’re all ready for a bit 
of summer fun and relaxation! 
 

The current exhibit, Art in the Finger Lakes, is 
a great catalyst for both relaxation and reflec-
tion, containing as it does artist renditions of 
some of their favorite Finger Lakes scenes 
and pastimes and the product of what our 
local artists do during the summer — relax 
and paint! 

From the Executive Director 

The Arts Center is once again inviting 
artists to submit original images for our 
popular holiday card fund-raiser.  
 

Each year the Arts Center prints and 
sells packs of blank cards with original 
images shared by artists and members. 
Funds from the sale of these cards  help 
support operations at the Center. 
 

An Arts Center committee will decide 
which images will be included in the 
2023 holiday card pack. Only one image 
from any artist will be included in the 
pack, but all images submitted will be 
made available for special orders. 
Artists are credited for their work on 
the back of the card.  (Artists are also 
invited to order cards featuring their 
original work to be printed on personal 
holiday cards by the Arts Center.) 
  

Drawings, paintings, or photographs of winter or 
holiday scenes work best for this effort. General-
ly images do not include text, so the cards can 
be used for a multitude of purposes. (For an ad-
ditional fee, the Arts Center can print cards with 
personalized messages inside.) 
 

Interested artists can submit one or more jpeg 
images as email attachments. Emails/images 
should be sent to  artscenteryates@gmail.com  
by August 31. 

ON THE HORIZON 

Artist Call for Holiday Cards 
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Don’t miss this opportunity to celebrate the talent of 
artists from around the country at the 
Arts Center of Yates County this August! 

Work submitted to the Arts Center’s Na-
tional Juried Competition will be on dis-
play at the Arts Center from Tuesday, 
August 8 to Saturday, September 16. 
Regional and national artists submitted 
their best work for this show, which is a 
competition both for acceptance into 
the show and then for prizes among the 
works that made it into the show.  Only 60 
pieces are selected and hung from the sub-
mitted work.  

The judge for the competition and exhibition is Elizabeth 
St. Hilaire, from Carmichael, CA. Elizabeth is a full-time, 
award-winning, artist, who is also a popular art work-
shop instructor and a published author. For a number of 
years she’s taught at the Arts Center, including this year 
when she’ll offer a series of single day classes at the Arts 
Center’s Sunny Point facility at the beginning of August. 

Elizabeth’s unique mixed-media artwork is created from 
torn tidbits of hand-painted paper, a style she calls 
“painting with paper.” Her work has been exhibited na-
tionally and internationally and is in collections around 
the world; images of her work are available on wall can-
vas, household items, stationery, clothing, jewelry, and 
more. She is a signature member of National Collage 
Society, holds a BFA from Syracuse University, and has 
been working in her medium for over 12 years.  

Elizabeth’s book, Painted Paper Art Workshop, became  

available through North Light books in 2016. She has  
published five books on her process and 
has authored articles about her work in 
publications such as Cloth Paper Scis-
sors, The Artists Magazine, and Acrylic 
Artist magazine. Her work has been fea-
tured in Southern Living magazine, The 
Cloth Paper Scissors Book: Techniques 
and Inspiration for Creating Mixed-
Media Art, and Collage in All Dimensions 
by Gretchen Bierbaum. Best selling   
author BJ Gallagher published a feature 
article about St. Hilaire and her collage 
artwork for the Huffington Post and art 

marketing coach Alyson Stanfield featured Elizabeth 
on her podcast series about full-time working artists.  

Elizabeth also enjoys painting en Plein Air and has 
participated in “paint outs” in Wekiva and New 
Smyrna Beach, FL and the Sedona Plein Air Festival 
in Arizona.  How do you rip and glue paper tidbits in 
the wind? Elizabeth has a mixed media easel        
designed and manufactured in Italy that enables her 
to do just that! 

There will be an opening reception and awards cere-
mony at the Art Center’s Flick Gallery on August 11th  
from 5 - 7 pm. The exhibit opening is free and open 
to the public and will include refreshments provided 
by Arts Center volunteers as well as wine tasting. 
Non-alcoholic punch will also be served. The Arts 
Center is open Tuesday - Saturday from 10 am to 5 
pm.  

NATIONAL JURIED SHOW 

THE NATIONAL JURIED SHOW OPENING RECEPTION  

IS FRIDAY, AUGUST 11, 5-7 PM 

While you are “surfing “ the Arts Center’s website, don’t forget to click onto 
“Shop.” If you’ve not done so before, it’s a delightful surprise. Images of original 
art and jewelry appear, colorful and diverse! When you click on a painting or 
sculpture you love you will see that it is available to purchase. You may find the 
work of an artist you already know or you may see a work you can relate to. 
Click on that particular talent and you will be rewarded with additional images of 
his/her work.  

Discover easy chair shopping at  
www.artscenteryatescounty.org/shop ! 

Poised Peacock  
by Elizabeth St. Hilaire 

SUMMER SURFING IN THE ONLINE SHOP 
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Our thanks to all the volunteers and sponsors that made our busy June 
events line-up such a success! 

Open Studio Ceramics                                              
at the Annie’s  

Boathouse Pottery 

Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays from  

Noon — 3 pm  

$10/hr & the cost of clay 

SPRING ACTIVITIES ROUND-UP 

Sunny Point Opening Pig Roast 

Keuka Arts Festival 

Marvelous Minis 

Oak Hill Barbecue 
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Kevin Feary has owned and operated businesses 
ranging from a martial arts school to home building, 
lumber finishing and construction. As of January this 
year, he’s embarked on his “trickiest endeavor to date.” 

He’s now a full-time artist and teacher. “It's engaging, 
creative, can be shared – should be shared – and I love 
it!” 

Kevin’s art journey began two decades ago. Busy and 
stressed, he began a daily practice of meditative 
drawing on the advice of a spiritual adviser. 
Subsequently, while getting a haircut, he saw a poster 
for a watercolor class and signed up. He took more 
classes and joined art groups, most significantly 
Batavia’s All-Weather Gang, which meets every 
Saturday to paint outdoors. 

“I did that for 18 years,” he recalls. 

He also took drawing and painting classes from painter 
Steve Carpenter, becoming a regular in the noted 
Rochester artist’s studio for a decade. The consistent, 
concentrated work resulted in an estimated 2,000 plein 
air paintings and several thousand figure drawings and 
paintings.  

“There’s no better practice than drawing and painting 
from life,” Kevin says. He has worked in pencil, colored 
pencil, watercolor, charcoal, pastel, acrylic and oil. 
Although he came to oil by accident, it has become his 
love.  

Kevin’s style is realistic but impressionistic. “There’s a 
difference between something that looks real and 
something that’s photo-realistic,” he explains. 

He began teaching plein air painting at the Center after 
beloved teacher 
Dick Kane stopped 
doing classes. Dick 
was supportive and 
other friends were 
encouraging. 

Still, getting into 
teaching was a 
challenge. “I’d 
want to do it, but 
then I’d have heart 
failure,” he says. 

“I’d just wonder, am I 
good enough?” Through 
prayer, he learned to trust 
himself.  

Executive Director Kris 
Pearson says Kevin has 
been a good fit for the 
Center. “People like the 
way he teaches, they like 
the way he paints and 
he’s very generous with 
his time. We’re just very glad to have him.” 

As a teacher, Kevin says he’s learned two things: 
“Number one, the students need to be comfortable. 
Number two, you need to entertain. If I have a secret, 
that’s it.” 

By comfortable, he means shade on a hot day, flat 
ground for chairs and easels, etc. To keep his students 
entertained, he uses humor, usually poking fun at 
himself. 

Most important, of course, is the learning. “I want to 
help my students grow within their own style, not 
copy me. My method isn’t the only method.” 

The opportunity to paint in a stunning locale is a huge 
attraction. Kevin, who lives in Batavia, has fallen in 
love with the Keuka Lake area “to the point that I 
really want to move there.” 

Meanwhile, his connections to the Center are growing. 
Kevin now presents three workshops each year 
(spring, summer and fall) and also exhibits at the Flick 
Gallery. Kris Pearson says his work sells well. In fact, he 
has developed a following around the region. 

“That comes from trying to put your best foot 
forward,” he says. “There’s only a limited number of 
art collectors in this area, and there are a lot of good 
artists.” As with his previous careers, he works hard 
every day, painting, presenting classes and demos, 
taking classes, participating in shows and social media. 
“I never think that I just have a natural gift,” he says, 
and adds “When you become comfortable with your 
own work you stop growing and I never want to do 
that...I’m still going to learn to the day I die.” 
 

                                                                   — Kathy Lindsley 

Meet an Instructor 

Kevin Feary - Plein Air Painting 
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STAINED GLASS 
Saturday, July 8                  10 am – 2 pm 
Instructor: Jeanette Kuehner                           Arts Center 
Using small shards of colorful glass glued onto a clear glass 
panel, create a colorful mosaic suncatcher. Bring a design or 
picture to serve as a pattern. $45 members, $54 not-yet-
members, $7 materials fee 
 

CERAMIC GARDEN CREATURES   
Monday, July 10 – Wednesday, July 12         9 am – noon 
Instructor: Faith Benedict                  Sunny Point 

Join Faith Benedict’s ceramics class at Sunny 
Point to create garden sculptures, planters, 
windchimes, or whatever you are inspired 
to create using hand building techniques. 
Return the following week during Open Stu-
dio time to glaze your pieces. $90.00 for 
members   $108.00 for not-yet-members  
 

BROKEN BOWL: LIFE LESSONS 
FROM KINTSUGI  
Tuesday, July 11                  10 am – 1 pm 
Instructor: Laura Dessauer                Sunny Point 
Discover the Japanese art of kintsugi, the care and repair of 
broken pottery. Kin (golden) tsugi (joinery) literally means to 
“join with gold” as a way to honor and respect a broken item 
by repairing it with care. In this workshop participants will 
break bowls with the intent of creating a new bowl that hon-
ors the bowl’s imperfections. Participants will explore their 
imperfections through the metaphor of the broken bowl.  No 
art experience necessary.  $30 members, $36 not-yet-
members 
 

EXPERIMENTS IN WATERCOLOR 
Thursdays, July 13, 20 & 27 & Aug 3               10 am – 1 pm 
Instructor: Fran Bliek    Arts Center 
We will focus this session on 
painting in watercolor on different 
surfaces. Explore watercolor 
painting on tea bags, on rice pa-
per, on gessoed paper and on pan-
els coated with watercolor ground. 
Each week we will explore water-
color on a different surface. All 
levels are welcome. $120 members, $144 not-yet-members 
 

ROUND REED BASKETRY: TRIVET FUN   
Friday, July 21, 2023                 12:30 – 2:30 pm  
Instructor: Susan Baxter                                  Arts Center 
This class will introduce students to round reed basketry. In 
this introductory class, we will be working with a 3D printed 
jig for spoke placement coupled with twining to lock in the 
spokes and then 3-rod wale to create some width. The trac 
border will be the finishing touch for a delightful trivet.  $20 
for members, $24 for not-yet-members  

BEGINNER BASKETRY:TENNEY PATTERN   
Saturday, July 22, 2023                   12:30 - 4:30 pm  
Instructor: Susan Baxter                                  Arts Center 
This class will introduce students to round reed basketry. In 
this introductory class, we will be working with “acrylic 
bloom” bases.  These wooden basket bases have been paint-
ed with acrylic colors in the SheleeArt Bloom style and cov-
ered with food-safe epoxy. We will be working with twining, 
hidden joins, changing colors, upsetting spokes, and working 
a basic rolled border to create a small basket that will delight 
all ages. $40 for members  $48 for not-yet-members $5 for 
basket bases and reed material  
 

KIDS WHEEL THROWING & HAND BUILDING  
Mon – Wed, July 17, 18 & 19 & 24, 25 & 26        9 am - Noon   
Instructor: Tim Williams       Sunny Point 
Using their pottery skills, participants will 
create a variety of whimsical and functional 
ceramic pieces. Students will be offered a 
number of different projects from wheel 
throwing bowls and vessels to hand build-
ing a gnome house, mugs, and wall pock-
ets. $80 members kids 6-15 
 

MASK MAKING FOR SELF EXPLORATION  
Tuesday, July 18                      10 am – 1 pm 
Instructor: Laura Dessauer      Sunny Point 
Create a personalized mask that represents your unique self! 
Using creative prompts and mixed media explore aspects of 
yourself you keep hidden and what you share with others. 
You’ll leave with a unique paper mache mask and invaluable 
insight on who you truly are. No art experience neces-
sary.  $30 members, $36 not-yet-members 
 

KIDS WHEEL THROWING & HAND BUILDING  
Saturday, July 22        9 am – 2 pm   
Instructor: Tim Williams       Sunny Point 
Using their pottery skills, participants will create a variety of 
whimsical and functional ceramic pieces. Students will be 
offered a number of different projects from wheel throwing 
bowls and vessels to hand building a gnome house, mugs, 
and wall pockets. $50 members kids 6-15 
 

SHINE YOUR LIGHT: YOGA AND GLASS PAINTING  
Saturday, July 22        10 am – 2 pm 
Instructor: Laura Dessauer      Sunny Point 
A healing workshop honoring the spirit of Annie Smith and 
Sunny Point! Come together for a day of stress relief and re-
laxation. The day will consist of yoga, self-reflecting jour-
naling, painting glass votive candles reflective of our inner 
light, and creative group work. You’ll leave lighter, centered 
and refreshed. $40 members, $48 not-yet-members 

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS 

Call 315-536-8226 to sign up for a workshop 
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BUILDING HERITAGE BOXES 
Tuesday & Wednesday, July 25 & 26                       Noon – 4 pm 
Instructor: Rich Meyer             Arts Center 
Wooden “Shaker” boxes are a classic.  Rich will help you form 

the oval box, steaming 
the wood and nailing it 
together with copper 
tacks on day one, then 
creating and attaching 
tops and bottoms and 
finishing the box the 

second day. No woodworking experience necessary.  $80 
members, $96 not-yet-members 
 

SWEET SURRENDER TO ENCAUSTIC WAX 
Friday & Saturday, July 28 & 29            10 am – 4pm 
Instructor: Maureen McMahon           Sunny Point 
This method of working in wax includes a bit of planning and 
preparation. The process takes time and many layers of melt-
ed wax. This workshop includes some abstract reasoning for 
work to be created in a most peaceful environment: Sunny 
Point on Keuka Lake! We will discuss how to include color and 
composition with serenity in mind. Bring a lunch and an open 
mind. $120 members, $144 not-yet-members 
 

SOUTHWESTERN INFLUENCED CERAMICS 
Mon – Wed, July 31, Aug 1 & 2 & Aug 7, 8 & 9      9 am - Noon 
Instructor: Tim Williams             Sunny Point 
Participants will use their wheel throwing and hand building 
pottery skills to create a variety of pieces that will allow them 
the opportunity to gain an understanding of the process and 
aesthetics of southwestern Native American pottery. The     
ceramic creations will be glazed and fired during the 2nd 
week. $120 members, $144 not-yet-members 
 

OPEN STUDIO COLLAGE 
Wednesday, August 9, 2023          10 am – 4 pm 
Instructor: Elizabeth St Hilaire          Sunny Point 
An opportunity to do gel printing, create new papers, work on 
a collage in process or start a new one with guidance from 
Elizabeth. The class will be held at the Arts Center’s unique 
Keuka Lake-side facility, Sunny Point, so participation is limited 
to 14.  $150 members, $175 not-yet members 
 

GLOWING FLORAL WATERCOLORS 
August 16, 17 & 18           10 am – 4 pm 
Instructor: Kathy Armstrong           Sunny Point 
This three-day class will lead you from setting up a successful 
still life, through a final painting in transparent watercolor. 
Learn how to achieve glowing results. We’ll focus on practice 
rather than perfection and all levels of experience are wel-
come. We’ll study color mixing, glazing, values, composition, 
beaded flat washes, soft and hard edge control and many oth-
er watercolor techniques.    $180 members, $215 not-yet 
members 

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS 
BEGINNER BASKETRY: TRIVET FUN   
Friday, August 18, 2023               12:30 – 2:30 pm  
Instructor: Susan Baxter               Arts Center 
This class will introduce students to 
round reed basketry. In this introduc-
tory class, we will be working with a 
3D printed jig for spoke placement 
coupled with twining to lock in the 
spokes and then 3-rod wale to create 
some width.  The trac border will be 
the finishing touch for a delightful 
trivet.  $20 for members, $24 for not-yet-members  
 

INTERMEDIATE BASKETRY:  ELLERY PATTERN  
Saturday, August 19, 2023               12:30 - 4:30 pm  
Instructor: Susan Baxter                Arts Center 
This class will continue with more round reed basketry 
techniques using acrylic bloom bases. These wooden bas-
ket bases have been painted with acrylic colors in the 
SheleeArt Bloom style and then covered with food-safe 
epoxy. This class will introduce 3-rod waling, step-ups, 3-
rod arrows, and twining arrows.  This basket utilizes a 
rolled border variation that continues with the arrow de-
sign element. $40 for members  $48 for not-yet-
members $5 for basket bases and reed material  
 

CERAMIC CONSTRUCTIONS WITH RAKU FIRING 
Mon – Wed, Aug 21, 22 & 23 & 28, 29 & 30    9 am - Noon   
Instructor: Tim Williams      Sunny Point 
Participants will be provided with a variety of hand build-
ing techniques to allow for the creation of bowls, platters, 
and much more to include the use of molds. During the 
second week of classes there will be opportunities to glaze 
and fire the ceramics using the Raku process. $120 mem-
bers, $144 not-yet-members 
 

SUMMER PLEIN AIR WITH KEVIN FEARY 
Mon – Wed, August 21, 22 & 23                  9:30 am-4 pm 
Instructor: Kevin Feary     various 
The Finger Lakes are in all their glory during the summer, 

with a special play of light on 
lakes, hills, farms and fields. It’s 
an inspirational place for plein 
air painters and we’ll make the 
most of it during this three day 
class! We will explore all as-
pects of plein air painting 
through demonstrations, 
hands-on work and plenty of 
individual attention $210 

members, $250 not-yet-members 

Sign up for a workshop online at 

www.artscenteryatescounty.org 
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I SCREAM, YOU SCREAM, WE ALL SCREAM… 
THE ANNUAL ICE CREAM SOCIAL IS AUGUST 13! 

July Artist in Residence - Laura Dennis 

Last July, Laura Dennis went to a writers’ workshop in 
Hindman, KY, to develop a story about her grand-
mother’s experiences in the devastating Hurricane Ag-
nes flooding of 1972. 

In an ironic twist, Laura became caught in a 2022 flood 
that claimed more than 40 lives, numerous homes and 
businesses and swept her own car away. 

One year later, she will spend a week at Sunny Point 
working on a book interweaving her grandmother’s 
story, her own experiences and some history of the 
Southern Tier. 

She hopes that this getaway will provide “what I need 
most, namely uninterrupted time and space to engage 
with the writing process.”  

That is exactly what the Center’s Artist in Residence 
program is all about, says Executive Director Kris Pear-
son. “Our facility is a quiet place where people can go 
and focus and be inspired.” 

The program grew out of a desire to share the spirit of 
Dr. Annie Smith’s 2008 gift of the beautiful Sunny Point 
property. Visual, literary and performance artists from 
all over the country have participated.  

The artist is asked to “give back” in some way, such as 
teaching a class, offering a talk or donating an artwork. 
Laura plans to donate copies of some of her published 
work. 

Her stay will be something of a homecoming. She grew 
up just outside Penn Yan and her parents, Tim and 
Dawn Dennis, still live in the area. She graduated from 
Penn Yan Academy, received a B.A. from Nazareth Col-
lege and an M.A. and Ph.D. from Indiana University.   

She is a college profes-
sor in Southeastern 
Kentucky.  

With more than two 
decades of academic 
writing experience, 
Laura turned to crea-
tive writing – fiction 
and non-fiction – more 
recently. 

Her grandmother’s story provides plenty of inspiration. 
Ruth Dennis grew up in Buffalo, attended Cornell Uni-
versity and married her college sweetheart, Bob. They 
were both reporters for the Hornell and Canisteo news-
papers and they also ran a farm in Jasper, NY, that had 
been in the family since the 1800s. Bob died during an-
other natural catastrophe – the ice storm of 1991. Ruth 
passed away at home in 2006 at age 83. 

While at Sunny Point, Laura plans to revisit Southern 
Tier locations that were important to her grandparents 
and hopefully talk to some people who knew them – 
and who remember the flood.  

Her goal is to get beyond facts and explore the emo-
tions and motivations that lie beneath the surface. 
“That’s where the magic happens.” 

                                                                 — Kathy Lindsley 
 

The Arts Center of Yates County offers two individual residen-
cies annually — one in July and one in September. Artists 
from anywhere working in any medium are welcome to apply 
for these opportunities. 

Join us for our annual Ice Cream Social at 
Sunny Point on Sunday, August 13 from 1 
to 4 p.m.  Local potters who have gener-
ously donated their work to support the 
Arts Center include Monica Sommerville, 
Faith Benedict, Kim Cutler and many oth-
ers! Choose one of their professionally 
crafted bowls for $20, fill it with Seneca 
Farms vanilla, chocolate and/or strawber-
ry ice cream, add toppings if you wish 

(who can pass up Sandy Murrin’s home-
made hot fudge?), and sit down to live mu-
sic by Tom Mitchell and Rory Whitcomb. 
Enjoy a fun, relaxing (and tasty) afternoon 
by the lake. There will even be face painting 
by Tim Williams for the little ones. Sunny 
Point is located at 868 East Lake Road.  We 
hope to see you there! Thanks for your sup-
port for the ongoing work of the Arts Center 
in our community! 
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ART AROUND THE AREA 
Look for work by Arts Center Artists                  

around the region: 
Lana Grauer has a solo exhibit @Anthony Road Vine-
yards through July and some of her work will be on exhibit 
in the Pastel Society of Western NY’s Juried Show at the 
Keenan Center in Lockport through July 23. 

Teri Barlis has work in the Greater Rochester Plein Air 
Painters exhibit at the Pittsford Barnes and Noble, which 
will be on display through July. 

Cherry Rahn has work at the Vines of NY in Geneva and 
at the Dove Block Project in Geneva that will run from July 
8-29. 

Bob Gillespie has work at the Franklin Street Gallery in 
Watkins Glen. 

Kathy Armstrong has work in the Rochester/Finger 
Lakes Exhibition at the Memorial Art Gallery in Rochester 
through August 6; work in the Adirondacks Exhibition of 
American Watercolors at VIEW in Old Forge, from August 
5 through October 1; and in the Greater Rochester Plein 
Air Painters Exhibit at Barnes & Noble, Pittsford thru July.  

Brenda Lyness will exhibit with the Arena Art Group Sum-
mer Show at the Little Theater Cafe in Rochester from 
June 29 - July 24.  

Barb Rathbun’s work can be found at Artizann’s in       
Naples and at The Cheshire Union in Canandaigua. 

Pat Jackson has work in a group show at The Cheshire 
Union in Canandaigua this summer.  

Nancy Lane’s work can be seen at Faircraft Brauhaus in 
Fairport, June 18 - Nov 17  and the Wood Library in  
Canandaigua, July 15 - Aug 26. 

Helga Poreda’s work is on exhibit at Billsboro Winery 
Route 14 in Geneva for the month of July. 

Kim Cutler Ceramics is taking part in the Craft Alliance 
Show at the Chautauqua Institute July 7-9. 

Linda Ludwig has a solo show, “Fleeing the Storm” at   
Pacific Underground Catering, 700 Main St, in East Aurora  
through July 20. 

Kathy Morris has work in the Ontario County Arts Coun-
cil’s Perspectives show in July and August at Canan-
daigua’s History Center AND will be part of three perfor-
mances (July 14, 15 & 16) of Radio Days: Reader’s Theater 
put on by Ontario County Arts Council.  

Karlene VanDeusen has work showing in the Ripple and 
Roar exhibit at VIEW in Old Forge from June 10-July 30 
and in the Pastel Society of Western NY Juried Show at the 
Keenan Center in Lockport through July 23.  

If you or someone you know is interested in exploring 
or improving their artistic talents, the Penn Yan Art 
Guild may be something to consider. The Guild is an 
enthusiastic supportive group working in a variety of art 
forms including painting in watercolors, acrylics and oil 
and creating pottery, print making, textiles, basket 
weaving, jewelry and more.   

During July and August, members get together to paint 
outdoors (aka En Plein Air) in a variety of locations in-
cluding Geneva, Seneca Falls, Dresden Village, the Keu-
ka Outlet Trail, and Anthony Road Winery.   

A new slate of officers was elected in the May annual 
meeting held at Ventosa Vineyards. They include: Amy 
Hoffman as President; Anne Lahr as Vice President;   
Carol Kuehn, Secretary; Eric Happ, Treasurer; and, 
Members-at-large Bonnie Barney, Daryl Davis, Sandy 
Cook, Lana Grauer and Fran Bliek. 

Committee Chairs include: Lisa DeFrancesco as Program 
Chair, Amy Hoffman for the Newsletter/Website; Toni 
Johnson for Membership and Ginny Deneka and Carol 
Kuehn taking on the Annual Exhibit. 

At the annual meeting, outgoing Co-President Fran Bliek 
was honored for her many contributions over the years.  
Fran has been a great ambassador representing artists 
in the Finger Lakes and central NY. Her leadership is 
truly why PYAG is where it is today. Eileen Correll, Co-
President over the past couple of years, was also 
thanked for her leadership. Fran and Eileen increased 
membership, arranged for a variety of demos at the 
monthly meetings, developed an enticing plein air 
schedule and continuously encouraged members to 
expand their creativity and enjoy each other's company.   

Meetings are held on the third Monday of the month at 
6:30 pm in the Rosenfeld Studio at the Arts Center. The 
July meeting will include a demo by Debbie Ferrell, 
owner of Vines of NY Gallery in Geneva. She will 
demonstrate basket weaving, sculpting and working 
with textiles.    

In August, Chris Turner will speak about the elements, 
principles and composition of design which may be use-
ful for those artists who haven’t had formal schooling.   

To learn more visit the Penn Yan Art Guild website at 
www.pennyanartguild.org 



Arts Center of Yates County 

127 Main Street 

Penn Yan, NY 14527 
Hours 

Open  Tuesday-Saturday 10:00-5:00 

315-536-8226 

  E-mail: artscenteryates@gmail.com 

www.ArtsCenterYatesCounty.org 

Arts Center of Yates County programs are made possible 

in part by the New York State Council on the Arts with the 

support of Governor Kathy Hochul and the New York State 

Legislature.   

Support the Businesses That Support  

the Arts Center! 
Lake Affect Media 

Lyons National Bank 

Marble’s Automotive/Marble’s Glass* 

Morgan’s Grocery 

The Once Again Shoppe* 

Penn Yan Plumbing & Heating* 

Pinckney Hardware* 

Seneca Farms 

Seneca Lake Duck Hunters Association 

JL Sisson Construction 

ServU Credit Union* 

Sommerville Pottery 

Steve Shannon Tire Company* 

Stork Insurance*  

The Birkett Mills/Carey’s Lumber* 

Water Street Wines and Spirits 

AK Climate Controlled Storage* 

Aubergine B&B 

Bank of the Finger Lakes 

Barrington Cellars 

Best Western Plus Vineyard Inn & 

Suites* 

Century 21—Mark Malcolm Realty 

Community Bank* 

Country Comforts B&B 

Covert Security* 

Douglas B. Miles Agency 

Eastlake Consulting 

Empire Communications* 

Ferro Corporation 

Fireworks Foundry 

Howard Hanna Lake Group Realty* 

Keuka Spring Vineyards* 

Knapp & Schlappi Lumber* 

* Keuka Arts 

Festival   

sponsors 


