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PATTERNS OF HISTORY 
Quilting is a creative hobby for many 
and an artistic medium for some. Quilts 
today cover not only beds, but hang on 
walls and are showcased in museums, 
art and history centers and private col-
lections.  

Quilting - binding several layers of fab-
ric together- began as a utilitarian craft 
millennia ago. Quilting was a way to  
reuse worn clothing and blan-
kets. Quilted fabric has 
been used for clothing, 
bedding, hangings to 
block drafts and even  
armor. The English and 
Dutch that settled Ameri-
ca brought the craft with 
them, but with the availa-
bility of more fabrics, do-
mestic and imported, an 
“American style” quilt 
emerged in the early 
1800s. This style has developed and 
changed over the years, reflecting so-
cial and economic factors, as well as 
fashion and prevailing culture. 

In the early 1800s, American quilts 
were often decorative. For example, 
hexagon quilts - sometimes referred to 
as a “Grandmother's Garden” design - 
became popular. Although hexagon 
quilts fell out of fashion by 1900, they 
became popular again during the Great 
Depression because they could be 
made from very small scraps of fabric. 

The "story quilt" is a particular type of 
American quilt typically associated with 
Afro-American women, slavery and 
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segregation. These quilts, which often in-
clude applique and even painting, originally 
illustrated stories for people who could not 
read or write. They were frequently creat-
ed by groups of women sharing their per-
sonal stories and family histories, bonding 
with one another as the quilts were com-
pleted. Story quilts were even created as 
maps to help escaping slaves find their way 
to freedom via the Underground Railroad.  

Another style of quilting that 
became popular in the late 
1800s were “crazy quilts.” Char-
acterized by abstract designs, 
this style was inspired in part by 
Japanese ceramics and asym-
metrical designs displayed at the 
1876 Philadelphia Centennial 
Exposition. Typically the varied 
sizes and shapes found in a crazy 
quilt were cut from dark velvet, 
silk and other lavish fabrics pop-

ular in the Victorian Age, accented by trims 
and silk embroidery stitches. These were 
show pieces which were used to decorate 
the parlors of fashionable women of the 
time. 

Quilting remains a popular social and artis-
tic activity. While today's fabric artists draw 
inspiration from the types of quilts de-
scribed above, they are also reinventing 
this art form. The annual Yates County Haiti 
Quilt Auction, on June 17, will showcase 
more than 100 locally made quilts. More 
modern styles of quilts will be on display at 
an exhibit of Nancy Crow's work at the 
Schweinfurth Art Center in Auburn, New 
York beginning on June 10. 

        — Pat Jackson 

Grandmother’s Garden 
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Arts Center 
 Board Members: 

 

Class of 2023 
Daryl Davis 
Kristi Hoag 

Karen Morris 
 

Class of 2024 
Anita Maroscher 

Dick Murphy 
Sandy Murrin 
Kathy Ring 
Deb Scharf 

 

Class of 2025 
George Dornberger 

Caryl Flickinger 
Pat Jackson 

Marianne Martin 
 

Class of 2026 
Toni Johnson 

Crissy McGinness 
Karen Reed 

Craig Sandberg 
Diane Stratton-Smith 

 

Officers 
Kathy Ring, Pres. 

Daryl Davis, Vice Pres. 
Anita Maroscher, Treas. 

Karen Morris, Sec. 
 

Executive Director 
Kris Pearson 

 

Mission: 
 

The Arts Center’s     
mission is to enrich the 
quality of life of Finger 

Lakes residents, artists, 
and visitors by providing  
opportunities for active  
participation in the arts. 

 

To this end we plan,  
promote, and develop  

art exhibits and  
workshops; coordinate, 
schedule, and publicize 
art-related events; and 
develop and maintain 
physical facilities for 

these purposes. 
 

Volunteer 
Opportunities: 

 

Interested in volunteering 
at the Arts Center?   
Contact volunteer     

coordinators George 
Dornberger at 

Keoked@hotmail.com or 
Marc Race at 

marcrace08@gmail.com. 
Volunteers serve as 
docents in the Flick  

Gallery, help hang art-
work for shows, prepare 
food for exhibit openings, 
help in various capacities 
with fundraising events 
throughout the year and 

serve on a variety of 
committees.  

We welcome your help 
with any of the Arts  
Center’s activities! 

Street until Memorial Day—and repaving the 
street and sidewalks probably won’t take 

place until fall to allow all the new 
“packing” to settle.  
 

It’s not optimal - but the Exhibits 
Committee and our talented artists 
are creating art that makes it 
worth your while to brave any lin-
gering adversity to get into the 

Arts Center this summer. From our mini mas-
terpiece fundraiser to our upcoming juried 
show, there’s truly something for everyone - 
artists and patrons alike. No need to look as 
far as Australia if your spirits need a lift - stop 
by and see us at the Arts Center.  You’re al-
ways welcome here! 

— Kris Pearson, Executive Director 

In Judith Viorst’s classic children’s book, 
young Alexander is having a “terrible, horri-
ble, no good, very bad 
day” and contemplates 
moving to Australia. His 
mom calmly points out 
“Some days are like 
that—even in Australia.” 
 

While it hasn’t totally 
been a “terrible, horrible, no good, very 
bad” start to the year, the Arts Center (and 
many of our volunteers and staff member) 
have certainly faced some unexpected ad-
versity - the latest being limited access to 
the Arts Center as the Village of Penn Yan 
makes some necessary infrastructure im-
provements. It’ll be a mess out on Main 

From the Executive Director 

Juried Show Brings Out the Best 
Having a work of art accepted into a 
juried show is a thrill. Winning an award? 
Even better. 

But how do you make it happen? The 
first step is entering, and now is the 
time. Artists may submit entries for the 
Arts Center’s 2023 National Juried Show 
from May 1- 
June 30 online 
at showsub-
mit.com. 

Bring your A-
game, advises 
show co-chair 
Lana Grauer. 
“I’ve been en-
tering juried 
shows for 10 
to 15 years. It 
forces you to elevate your work.”  
 

Grauer and Fran Bliek founded the annu-
al exhibit, which takes place this year 
from August 8 to September 16. They 
thought it would be good for the Arts 
Center and for the community. It now 
attracts artists from across New York and 
out of state. 
 

Show Submit, an online service used by many 
art organizations, handles the entry process. 
After the deadline, the juror/judge of awards 
(selected by Grauer and Bliek) reviews the art-
work online and chooses about 50 to 60 pieces 
for the show. That juror/judge travels to Penn 
Yan to select the award winners in person. 
 

This year, the juror/
judge of awards is Eliza-
beth St. Hilaire, a nation-
ally renowned  mixed-
media artist, instructor 
and author from Florida. 
She will also be teaching 
at Sunny Point Aug. 6-9.  
 

Last year, Indiana artist 
and teacher Stephen 
Blackburn served as ju-
ror. “I was pleasantly 

surprised by the wide array of subject matter 
and mediums. It was challenging to decide on 
the awards because of the overall quality of the 
show,” he says.  

“I look for technical proficiency as well as the 
artist's voice coming out in their work. The 
award winners stood out in both of these  

   (continued on page 8) 

Steve Blackburn (middle) with Lana Grauer (left) 

Fran Bliek (right) and 2023 show winners 
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The Flick Gallery will feature the work of artists Nancy 
Lane and Bill Finewood for a new exhibit titled “The 
Journey.” Nancy and Bill’s paintings will be displayed 
along with work by our regional artists from May 2 - 
June 10.  

Artist Nancy Lane has been involved in the arts all her 
life. She spent 30 years as an illustra-
tor of award-winning picture books 
that celebrate the human-animal 
bond. Several years ago, she returned 
to oil painting and began painting out-
doors. Whether in the field or in the 
studio, the subjects she chooses to 
paint are about empathy for nature 
and animals.  

The picture book "A Warbler's Journey" by acclaimed 
author Scott Weidensaul was 
released last May. To accom-
pany Scott’s story about a 
tiny warbler migrating across 
the northern hemisphere, 
Nancy created 17 large oil 
paintings featuring the 
changing landscapes and 
helpful people the tiny bird 
encounters on her jour-
ney north. The Journey exhibit will feature the images 
Nancy created for the book. 

Professional artist and educator Bill Finewood earned a 

Master of Fine Arts degree from Syra-
cuse University and worked in illustra-
tion, design, and fine art his entire ca-
reer. He retired from the School of Art 
at Rochester Institute of Technology as 
an Associate Professor and coordina-
tor of the Illustration Program. He is a 
member of Pittsford Fine Art, Genesee 
Valley Plein Air Painters and Wayne 

County Council for the Arts. 

Bill's inspiration comes from 
many places, including where 
he lives, works, and plays. Liv-
ing in the Finger Lakes region 
allows him to view unique 
landscapes, architecture, and 
technologies. His summers are 
often spent in northwestern 
Montana, where plenty of 
wildlife and spectacular land-
scapes influence his paintings 
and drawings. 

An Opening Reception at the Gallery on Friday, 
May 5th from 5-7 pm is open to the public with free 
refreshments including wine tasting. 

Join us at the Arts Center’s Flick Gallery May 2 
through June 10 to take an artistic journey through 
the eyes of these gifted artists. It’s sure to be a 
pleasurable adventure. 

THE JOURNEY 

OPENING FOR THE JOURNEY IS FRIDAY, MAY 5, 5-7 PM 

As the saying goes, "big things come in small packag-
es.” This is certainly true of the Arts Center’s Mini Mas-
terpiece Exhibit. Once every two years the Arts Center 
holds a fundraising event featuring 
original small works by our beloved 
local artists. For those who follow the 
work of painters like Bonnie Barney, 
Fran Bliek, Ginny Deneka, Sandy 
Cook, Lana Grauer - just to name a 
few - this is a rare opportunity to snatch up one of 
their "masterpieces" at bargain pricing. The availability 
of these small works is limited to a two week window 
from June 13 to June 24. During this two week win-

dow, prices are continually discounted, but because the 
event is “first come first served” there’s no guarantee 
the piece you want will still be available as prices drop! 

When the exhibit opens on Tuesday, 
June 13th all work will be priced at $75. 
This is the peak opportunity for art lovers 
to visit and find the work which speaks to 
them. On Friday, June 16 at the official 
Opening Reception, all work that has 

not been sold will be reduced to $50 and for the last 
two days of the event - Friday and Saturday, June 23 and 
24 - prices drop to $25.  Shop early, shop often and sup-
port operations at the Arts Center! 

MINI MASTERPIECES - June 13-24 

A Warbler’s Journey 

(cover art) by Nancy Lane 

Nancy Lane 

Bill Finewood 

Old Forge Pond         

by Bill Finewood 
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and helpful critic.  This year, Ginny moved into a 
newly built (by Skip) studio. She joined the Arts 
Center in 2003 when it was still on Elm Street.  
She remains active in all aspects of offering the 
wonderment of fine art to the community through 
her active participation in the Penn Yan Art Guild, 
the Arts Center’s Exhibits Committee and continu-
ing to exhibit her own work around the area.   
Ginny was awarded second 
place award in the last year’s 
Arts Center Juried Show.  
 

Ileen Kaplan lives on Seneca 
Lake and finds her inspiration 
in the beauty which surrounds 
her.  Ileen came “late” to 
painting.  While a student she 
enjoyed studying fine art.  
But, as she relates, it wasn't 
until she and her husband, Michael, took a trip to 
Bavaria in 1998 that she found herself inspired.  
As she says, "We were taking a walk through some 
fields in the gorgeous early morning light and I 
heard a voice in my head saying "You can paint 
this."  Shortly thereafter, Michael bought Ileen 

paints and brushes and 
she was off.  She’s tak-
en classes as she con-
tinued to paint, using a 
number of media:  oil, 
acrylic, oil pastels, pen-
cil, charcoal.  As she 
says, "Anything which 
will help me make the 
marks I want."  She also 
enjoys collaging and 
producing her own 

painted or printed paper to use in her work. 
 

Ileen's work may be seen at the Arts Center, in the 
State of the Art Gallery in Ithaca, NY and at the 
West End Gallery in Corning, NY.  
 

Come by and meet Ginny and Ileen at the free 
exhibit opening on June 30. Art in the Finger Lakes 
runs from June 26 - August 5, 2023.  

ART IN THE FINGER LAKES 
Each year organizers of the Arts Center of Yates County 
Exhibits continue their lively discussion of what shows 
will capture the imagination of local art appreciators.  
Art in the Finger Lakes - the name of the annual show 
featuring the Artist of the Year - always comes up for 
debate. Yet, each year, this particular exhibit is so be-

loved by those who enjoy the beauty 
of the area as depicted by our lo-
cal artists that it remains our showcase 
for summer scenes.  What better de-
scription of the work visitors can enjoy 
at the Arts Center in July?  
 

This year's Art in the Finger Lakes ex-
hibit features work by 2022 Artist of 
the Year, Ginny Deneka, as well as  
popular regional artist Ileen Kaplan.  

 

Ginny and her husband, Skip, retired to the shores of 
Keuka from Corning, NY close to 20 years ago and, as 
she puts it, painting became her go-to medium. But Gin-
ny herself was born to "create".  Even as early as kinder-
garten she was modeling tiny creatures and in first 
grade would rush to get her work done so that she 
could take advantage of the stack of manila paper avail-
able to students for drawing. By sixth grade her liberal 
use of the available India ink and pens resulted in per-
petually stained fingertips.  
 

So it was no surprise that Ginny found herself majoring 
in art education in college. And, like her "younger" self, 
she reveled in working in a multitude of media. Ginny's 
mantra seems to be "experiment and if it doesn't work, 
try again.”  Recently she has been exploring abstract 
painting using colors she loves rather than attempting 

to represent reality.  She finds 
the  process fun and ultimate-
ly freeing. During Covid, she 
delved into a three month 
online course with Nicolas 
Wilton which, she says, 
"opened up to new ways of 
seeing and doing.”  She finds 
her online studying helps to 
broaden her skills.  
 

Skip is Ginny's best supporter 

Opening Reception for Art in the Finger Lakes is  
Friday, June 30   5-7pm 

Ginny Deneka 

Ileen Kaplan 

Birds of a Feather         

by Ginny Deneka 

Daffodils & Earth Tones 

by Ileen Kaplan 
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Crissy McGinness has a degree in art education but it’s 
not something she really put to use until she moved to 
this area full-time about six years ago. Now she’s 
learning just how much fun being an art educator can 
be. 

Shortly after college Crissy got a job in the restaurant 
business and spent decades working in food service, 
including a couple decades as the Director of Dining 
Services at Penn College in Williamsport, PA. While 
there, Crissy took a class in glass mosaic creation from 
an exhibiting artist at the Penn College gallery and fell 
in love with creating mosaics.  

“My mom is a great artist,” Crissy says. “She can draw 
anything. I find that I prefer three dimensional artistic 
mediums.” In addition to her 
outstanding stained glass 
mosaics, Crissy works in 
ceramics, needle felting and 
jewelry making and is not 
opposed to trying new 
mediums that catch her 
attention.  

During the height of the pandemic 
Crissy decided to open a retail studio 
on Main Street with her good friend 
and fellow artist Macy Hall. Studio 
126 is tucked in the back of Penn 
Yan’s Village Drug store and sells an 
eclectic mix of mosaics, needle 
felting, whimsical clay figurines, 
jewelry and more. Crissy and Macy also do small 
classes in their studio. This year they’ll return to the 
Keuka Arts Festival for the third year. 

At the Arts Center, Crissy teaches glass mosaics and 
needle felting and is planning a jewelry-making class 
later in the year. She’s also involved with several 

committees and is a new 
member of the Board of 
Directors. Stop by Studio 126 
or the Keuka Arts Festival to 
meet Crissy. Watch for 
information on her workshops 
at the Arts Center of Yates 
County. 

Meet an Instructor 

Crissy McGinness, Mosaics & More 

At The Docent’s Desk 

              Kris Gariepy 
When Kris Gariepy retired in 2020 and moved to Yates 
County, she and her husband, Martin, had no idea 
what the next few years would bring. After 31 years 
working as Chief Material Officer for Metro North Rail-
road in Dutchess County, NY, Kris was looking forward 
to an active, social retirement living in one of the cou-
ple’s favorite vacation spots. Instead — Covid and two 
years of enforced “social distancing.”  

Once restrictions were lifted, Kris lost no time in look-
ing for something fun to do. She had always wanted 
time to be more creative and a Zentangles class at the 
Arts Center seemed a good place to start. 

“By the end of the class, I’d become an Arts Center 
member and signed up for two more workshops,” says 
Gariepy. She soon decided to get even more involved 
with the Arts Center.  

“I liked what the Arts Center does and liked the people 

I was meeting 
here.” she says. 
Kris signed on to 
become a docent 
and can be found 
regularly at the 
front desk, answer-
ing phones and doing whatever needs doing, from 
hanging exhibits to changing light bulbs. She currently 
takes pottery classes and “dabbles” in painting at 
home. Now also a member of the Penn Yan Art Guild, 
Kris volunteers with the Museum of the Finger Lakes 
as well and looks forward to resuming motorcycle 
trips with Martin as the weather improves.  

Stop by and welcome Kris to the area the next time 
you’re in the neighborhood. Consider becoming an 
Arts Center volunteer yourself!  



Page 6 ARTS CENTER OF YATES COUNTY  VOLUME 50 ISSUE 3  

ZOOM PAINTING WITH GRANT  
Tuesday, May 9                      10 am – 1 pm 

Instructor:  Grant Lounsbury            Arts Center/Zoom 
Painters at every level and working in any medium can im-
prove their technique, composition, and perspective work-
ing with popular Canadian artist Grant Lounsbury.  This is a 
Zoom class -participate from home, or at the Arts Center 
with others in the class.  $30 members, $36 not-yet-
members 
 

STAINED GLASS 
Saturday, May 13        10 am – 2 pm 

Instructor: Jeanette Kuehner       Arts Center 
Using traditional Tiffany-style stained glass “suncatcher” 

techniques, we’ll be cutting, 
foiling and soldering glass to 
create a sailboat to hang in 
your window. $45 mem-
bers, $54 not-yet-members, 
$7 materials fee 

 

COLOR MIXING FOR ARTISTS 
Monday, May 22           10 am – 3 pm 

Instructor: Nancy Lane          Arts Center 
How can I make my colors more vibrant? How can I mute 
them? Should I use a limited palette? Is there such a thing 
as a muddy color? These and other burning questions will 
be answered as we talk about COLOR! We’ll cover basic 
theory, important terms you must know, and color schemes 
with some hands-on color mixing to practice it all. We 
will: Paint a color wheel to increase your understanding of 
how color works; Paint a Personal Palette Map to help you 
with mixing colors; Develop color schemes you can use in 
future paintings. Designed for watercolor, gouache, casein, 
acrylic, and oil painters $55 members, $60 not-yet-
members 
 

EXPERIMENTS IN WATERCOLOR 
Tuesdays, May 23 & 30, June 6 & 13       10 am – 1 pm 

Instructor:  Fran Bliek                 Arts Center 
Experiment with several watercolor techniques and materi-
als including watercolor washes, glazing, painting on differ-
ent papers, wet into wet, masking and “negative painting.”  
This session will include: 
Color Triads- Spontaneous 
Watercolor; Color Washes - 
Landscape Painting; Glazing 
- Floral Painting; Negative 
Painting - Trees. Open to all 
levels of painters.  $120 
members, $144 not yet 
members 
 

SPRING PLEIN AIR WITH KEVIN FEARY 
Friday & Saturday, May 26 & 27              9:30am - 4pm 

Instructor: Kevin Feary                               Various 
In this two day workshop, we will 
enjoy the spring weather while we 
paint outdoors, looking for opportu-
nities to capture the color of Spring in 
the Finger Lakes. We will explore all 
aspects of plein air painting through 
demonstrations, hands on work and 
plenty of individual attention.  $150 
members, $175 not-yet-members 
 

RAKU POTTERY 
Mon-Wed, June 5, 6 & 7 & 12, 13 & 14   9 am - Noon  

Instructor: Tim Williams   Sunny Point 
The first week of class, June 5, 6 & 7, will be devoted to cre-
ating wheel and hand-built clay objects that will be subjected 
to glazing and a specialized raku firing during the second 
week of class. Raku is a low fire process that originated in 
Japan. Organic materials like horse hair may be introduced to 
the glazed pieces before or during firing.  In raku, pottery is 
removed from the kiln when red hot. It is cooled rapidly, 
often in combustible material like sawdust or paper.   $120 
members, $144 not-yet-members 
 

PAINTING FOR ALL LEVELS 
Wednesday, June 7   9 am - Noon   

Instructor: Grant Lounsbury   Sunny Point 
During this workshop students will explore concepts related 
to scale and proportion, creating perspective, using form and 
value, designing effective composition and more as they cre-
ate their unique works from reference. No previous experi-
ence needed. Students are welcome to start a new piece or 
bring in a piece they’ve been struggling with. Whether you 
are a beginner to painting or have been painting for years, 
Grant will provide individualized instruction to help you cre-
ate your best works.  $30 members, $36 not-yet-members 
 

ZENTANGLES  
Wednesday, June 7        1 – 3 pm   

Instructor: Toni Johnson        Arts Center 
Zentangle ® is an easy-to-learn, relaxing and fun way to cre-
ate beautiful images by drawing structured patterns, called 
“tangles.”  Tangles are formed using a combination of dots, 
lines, curves and orbs.  When several tangles are used togeth-
er, a non-representational, unplanned, intricate design can 
be formed.  Zentangle art is a great way to be creative with-
out feeling like you have to be able to draw well.  Learn and 
practice new tangles in every class.  $20 members, $24 not-
yet-members 
 

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS 
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BIRDS, BRANCHES AND BERRIES 
Thursday, June 8   10 am – 4 pm  

Instructor: Grant Lounsbury   Sunny Point 
Come join Grant for a fun workshop that focuses on painting 
your favorite feathered friends. This workshop will incorpo-
rate a creative mix of both drawing essentials and fundamen-
tals of painting designed to help artists of any level create a 
unique work with birds as the central focus. This workshop 
will give participants a basic understanding of bird anatomy, 
structure and proportion of features that help artists create 
accurate thumbnail sketches to be used in creating their 
painting.  $60 members, $72 not-yet-members 
 

HERITAGE BOXES 
Saturday, June 17               10 am – 3 pm 
Instructor: Rich Meyer   Arts Center 

Create a traditional Shaker “box” out 
of walnut. Rich will help form the 
oval box, steaming the wood and 
nailing it together with copper tacks, 
creating and attaching tops and 
bottoms and finishing the box. No 

woodworking experience necessary.  $50 members, $60 not-
yet-members 
 

NON-TRADITIONAL TEAPOTS 
Mon-Wed, June 19, 20 & 21 & 26, 27 & 28 9 am - Noon   

Instructor: Tim Williams  Sunny Point 
The first week of class, June 19, 20 & 21, will be devoted to 
building teapots, on the wheel and 
through various hand-building tech-
niques. During the second week of 
class, June 26, 27 & 28, students will 
return to glaze their work. 
(Ceramics is a multi-day discipline—
glaze work will not be available for 
pick-up for at least a week after 
glazing)  $120 members, $144 not-yet-members 
 

LANDSCAPE SKETCHING & COMPOSITION 
Tuesday, June 20               10 am – 4 pm 

Instructor: Nancy Lane                Sunny Point 
Do your paintings hold up when viewed from far away? In this 
workshop you’ll learn how to strengthen your paintings by 
learning basic compositional devices. A discussion of several 
simple approaches will be followed by sketching from life. 
Using basic materials, we’ll practice simplifying value and 
shape in a complicated landscape. Placing shapes into a cohe-
sive and arresting arrangement will be our goal. The concepts 
you learn will apply to any 2-D art form that you practice.  $80 
members, $95 not-yet-members 
 

 

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS 

go to: 

www.artscenteryatescounty.org/

workshops for more information 

PLEIN AIR WATER MEDIA 
Thursday, June 22               10 am – 4 pm 

Instructor: Nancy Lane   Sunny Point 
Painting outdoors poses a unique challenge to the water 
media artist due to water’s fast-drying nature. Whether 
you use watercolor, thinned 
acrylics, casein or gouache, 
there are ways to work out-
doors that aid the process. 
After a watercolor demonstra-
tion, students will work 
through one or two paintings 
from life or from a photo 
(depending on the location), with step-by-step guidance 
on simplification and building layers or value and color. 
$80 members, $95 not-yet-members 
 

TRADITIONAL FLOOR CLOTH CRAFTING 
Tuesday –Thursday, June 27 - 29 3-5 pm  
Instructor: Pat Jackson                               Sunny Point 
Create a table runner or two placemats using a traditional 
craft—painted floor cloths—to celebrate the Yates County 
Bicentennial with Pat Jackson. Painted floor cloths graced 
the homes of the rich and, more often, not so rich. They 
were durable floor coverings and these smaller versions—
runners or placemats—are perfect for your porch or deck 
table this summer! Sign-ups close Saturday, June 17. $80 
members, $95 not-yet-members 

Open Studio Ceramics                                              
at the Annie’s  

Boathouse Pottery 

Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays from Noon — 
3 pm beginning Monday, 

June 5 

$10/hr & the cost of clay 
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from 1 to 4 PM. We are serving Pulled 
Pork roasted on the premises by Tim 
McCracken, with sides of coleslaw, 
baked beans, roll and butter. Cookies 
are available for dessert. You can get 
takeout if you prefer, but I think you 
will want to stay to eat at one of the 
picnic tables on the lawn, listening to  
music performed by Joe Bisignano.  

Stick around and taste some wine from 
Weis Winery or the beer offerings from 
Keg and Barrel. Check out the pottery 
studio and the new totem pole installed 

by Tim Williams our ceramics guru with parts made by 
his students last year. Fully enjoy your Sunny Point ex-

perience. Consider taking a class 
here this summer.  

Tickets for this event are limited.  
They are pre-sale only therefore 
not for sale the day of. Get tickets 
from the Arts Center on Main 
Street or from any board member. 
They are $25 each. Call the Arts 
Center at 315-536- 8226 to reserve 
your tickets! Parking in the Sunny 
Point area is sparse. If you need to 

park down the road, we offer free transportation with a 
fun ride in a golf cart to and from your car. How great is 
that? We give thanks to so many generous donors for 
food, supplies, and services. Without their support this 
event wouldn’t be so successful.  

So, mark your calendar for Sunday, June 4th, Pig Roast 
at Sunny Point, right on Keuka Lake, 868 East Lake Road  
from 1- 4 PM. Bring a friend!                                                                        
               — Ginny Deneka 

The Sunny Point experience is differ-
ent for everyone. Whether you are 
there for an art class or yoga on the 
porch, staying in the cottage as a vis-
iting art teacher or artist in residence, 
making a slab pot in the boathouse 
ceramic studio, or making it the turn 
around of your daily walk on East Lake 
Road, Sunny Point greets you with a 
warm hello and beckons you to rest 
quietly on the bench by the beach, to 
take in the scenery and to breathe in 
the fresh air. Bequeathed to us by An-
nie Smith in 2008, Sunny Point has continued to en-
hance the uniqueness of the Arts Center of Yates Coun-
ty. Annie’s wish was for it to be 
a place for arts and healing. Our 
mission is to constantly seek to 
fulfill that wish.  

A seasonal lake facility needs 
constant upkeep to maintain a 
healthy and safe place for all 
who come here. Over the years 
we have replaced the barn 
porch, renovated the boathouse 
into a great ceramic studio, and 
painted the buildings. Recently, 
we have put a new metal roof on the cottage and in-
stalled new donated kitchen cabinets.  Every year we 
find there is so much more to do. Finding the funds to 
continue fixing and improving takes fundraising efforts. 
That’s why we annually offer our popular summer Ice 
Cream Social and our Opening Spring Event…the Pig 
Roast.  

This year’s Pig Roast will be held on Sunday, June 4th 

SUNNY POINT REOPENS FOR SUMMER 

JURIED SHOW (continued from page 2) 

aspects. Several of the pieces also offered a fresh 
viewpoint on a traditional subject or me-
dium.” 

Rochester artist and teacher Kathy Arm-
strong took second place last year for her 
memorable watercolor, Catering Colan-
ders. She’s won numerous prestigious 
awards and has also judged shows. Like 
Blackburn, she looks for originality, crea-
tivity, excellent technique and skill. But 

first, she looks for a work that demands her attention. 
Likewise, when she is entering a show, “I ask myself, is 

there something about this painting that 
would stand out?” 
But, she notes, “You can’t paint with a 
judge in mind. The joy is painting some-
thing you want to paint. You’ve really got 
to paint for yourself.”  
 

Anyone is welcome to enter the juried 
show. The show prospectus is available on 
the Arts Center’s website.          

       — Kathy Lindsley 
Kathy Armstrong 
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May 15, 2023: PYAG 2023 Annual Meeting & Luncheon 
will be held at Ventosa Vineyards, 3440 Route 96A, Gene-
va, NY. Send $13 to cover the discounted cost of the 
lunch to Pat Jackson. 
10:00 am—Plein Air Painting at Ventosa Vineyards for 
those wishing to do so. Hosted by Peg Bonder 
1:00 pm Luncheon buffet in the Tasting Room 

2:00 pm Annual Meeting & Election of Officers 

Slate of Officers for 2023 include: 

President - Amy Hoffman 
Vice President - Anne Lahr 
Secretary - Carol Kuehn 
Treasurer - Eric Happ 
Members-at-large: Bonnie Barney, Daryl Davis, 
Sandy Cook, Lana Grauer, Fran Bliek 
Committee Chairs 
Program Chair - Lisa DeFrancesco 
Newsletter - Amy Hoffman 
Membership - Toni Johnson 
Annual Exhibit - Ginny Deneka & Carol Kuehn 

ARW Plein Air Event - Eileen Correll 
 

Plein Air Painting Begins in May!  
9:00-12 noon. 

May 3: hosted by Fran Bliek at Plum Point Outlet area on 
Seneca near Plum Point Lodge 
May 8: hosted by Tina Yannoti on Earls Hill Road 
June 1: hosted by Fran Bliek at Iris Country Gardens  

June 6: hosted by Lisa Carylon at 315 Maple Dr Geneva 

June 19: hosted by Sandy Cook at 507 Grandview Lane, 
Penn Yan - View of Keuka Lake 
 

PYAG Annual Dues Are Due May 1st. Late charge after 
August 1st. Please fill out the membership renewal form or 
new membership form printed from the website and send 
with $25 check made out to PYAG to Membership Chair: 
Toni Johnson, PO Box 74, Bellona NY14415. 

ART AROUND THE AREA 

Jewelry by Gerina 

SNJ Creations NY 

Cobblestone Alpacas 

Fine Line Leather Designs 

DMK Naturals 

Tyler Smith Illustrations 

JHS Pottery 

Walnut Ridge Designs 

Kim Cutler Ceramics 

Shepard Honey & Maple 

Glori Bead 

Images by Michael 

Eileen Weishan Designs 

Salt City Sweet Spot 

Bo's Bones  

Insecta Etcetera 

RasJacobson Art 

Jeanne's Garden 

Still Waters Watercolor 

Richelle Leigh Collection 

Krooked Tusker Distillery 

Butterfly Junction Designs 

Originals by Janelle Janca 

Lesley's Personal Touch  

Lulu & Juju 

The Sprinkle Starship 

Todd Bachta 

The Pearl & Stone 

Jackson Woodworking 

Maarvelous Creations 

Singing Creek Cards 

Sheri's Art 

Laura's Beaded Treasures 

Jill the Sculptor  

Gates Hollow Woodworks 

Jewelry by Karen 

Kelley Parker Photography 

Elizabeth Lassing Jewelry 

Craft Farm 

Eye to the Sky Ceramics 

Bellina Designs 

Garnish & Grace Designs 

Sunny in the Hollow 

B's Garden Treasures 

Benches and Bowls 

Peace, Love & Dye 

Water of Whimsy 

Arts Studio 126 

Weis Vineyards 

Antler Run Distilling 

LcSArt 

3 Rivers Hots & Brats 

Look for these vendors and more at the 2023 Keuka Arts Festival June 10 & 11 

Volunteers are needed to help with the Keuka 

Arts Festival on Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 

Call 315-536-8226 to volunteer or email                                

artscenteryates@gmail.com. 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/3440+Route+96A,+Geneva,+NY?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/3440+Route+96A,+Geneva,+NY?entry=gmail&source=g


Arts Center of Yates County 

127 Main Street 

Penn Yan, NY 14527 
Hours 

Open  Tuesday-Saturday 10:00-5:00 

315-536-8226 

  E-mail: artscenteryates@gmail.com 

www.ArtsCenterYatesCounty.org 

Arts Center of Yates County programs are made possible 

in part by the New York State Council on the Arts with the 

support of Governor Kathy Hochul and the New York State 

Legislature.   

Support the Businesses That Support  

the Arts Center! 
Lake Affect Media 

Lyons National Bank 

Marble’s Automotive/Marble’s Glass* 

Morgan’s Grocery 

The Once Again Shoppe* 

Penn Yan Plumbing & Heating* 

Pinckney Hardware* 

Seneca Farms 

Seneca Lake Duck Hunters Association 

JL Sisson Construction 

ServU Credit Union* 

Sommerville Pottery 

Steve Shannon Tire Company* 

Stork Insurance*  

The Birkett Mills/Carey’s Lumber* 

Water Street Wines and Spirits 

AK Climate Controlled Storage* 

Aubergine B&B 

Bank of the Finger Lakes 

Barrington Cellars 

Best Western Plus Vineyard Inn & 

Suites* 

Century 21—Mark Malcolm Realty 

Community Bank* 

Country Comforts B&B 

Covert Security* 

Douglas B. Miles Agency 

Eastlake Consulting 

Empire Communications* 

Ferro Corporation 

Fireworks Foundry 

Howard Hanna Lake Group Realty* 

Keuka Spring Vineyards* 

Knapp & Schlappi Lumber* 

* Keuka Arts 

Festival   

sponsors 


