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PROVIDING NEW DIRECTIONS 
Throughout 2024, Perspectives is explor-
ing the evolution of the Arts Center. This 
is the third installment. 
 

Founded in 1975, the Yates County Arts 
Council had tallied an impressive list of 
accomplishments in its first 20 years. But 
as the 20th century came to a close, the 
organization arrived at a crossroads that 
led to the birth of what is now the Arts 
Center of Yates County.  

The volunteer-dependent Council faced 
a severe shortage of manpower by the 
late 1990s. Norma Pealer, president 
since 1995, was 
doing every-
thing from     
answering the 
phone and 
cleaning the 
council’s head-
quarters at 119 
East Elm St. to 
organizing                     
programs and obtaining funding.  

“She was a one-woman ship,” recalls 
Bonnie Barney. “A person burns out on 
that.” Consequently, in 2000, “A bunch 
of us got together and reorganized.” 

Most of the new blood came from 
the Penn Yan Art Guild, one of the 
Council’s founding organizations. 
Among the new volunteers was Fran 
Bliek, recently retired from Xerox 
where she had worked in quality 
management. 

“We came up with a leadership 
team approach,” says Bliek. They 

developed a succession plan for the presi-
dency and every 
board member 
took on a specific 
management  
responsibility. 
Barney became 
president, work-
ing closely with 
Pealer and Bliek, 
who handled 
grant-writing and 

workshops. “A triumvirate,” says Barney. 

At the recommendation of the New York 
State Council on the Arts, the new 
leaders went through a formal 
process of creating a 10-year    
strategic plan including an organi-
zational vision, goals and actions.  

Significantly, a new name recog-
nized the organization’s change in 
direction from facilitator of activi-
ties proposed by other organiza-

tions to provider of arts program-
ming generated internally. The Arts Center 
of Yates County was christened in 2002.  

 “All kinds of wonderful things” were 
offered, says Bliek. Memoir writing,      

photography,   
yoga, field trips to       
museums, as well 
as art classes were 
offered.  

And much more.  

(continued on 
page 8)  
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volunteers and members return from winter-
ing in more southern climes. There’s plenty of 
activity around exhibits, workshops, Sunny 
Point and the Keuka Arts Festival.   
 

This spring we’re celebrating 40 years as a 
corporation with our “Chair-ish Art Gala” on 
May 9th - featuring an auction of whimsical 
and colorful folding chairs painted by many of 
our artists and a raffle of unique “squarish 

art” trays.  Everyone’s      
welcome - just call the Arts 
Center to reserve your spot! 
 

Whether you’re attending 
the gala, an exhibit, a work-
shop or another event, 
come celebrate spring with 
us at the Arts Center. You’re      
always welcome here! 

                      — Kris Pearson 

Growing up  in northern New England, spring 
was never my favorite season, associated as it 
was with mud (lots and lots of mud!) and 
mayflies (they bite...and fly into ears, noses 
and eyes).  
 

Happily, spring in the Finger Lakes is, mostly, 
about sunshine, greenery, bright flowers and 
blossoms. I hold off mowing the back half of 
my lawn where a variety of purple wild flow-
ers attract bees. 
There’s lots of  color 
and  activity, the 
promise of new 
growth and long, sun-
ny summer days. 
 

Spring at the Arts   
Center is always a fun 
and colorful time. 
Many of our artists, 

From the Executive Director 
 

Arts Center 
 Board Members: 

 

Class of 2024 
Kathy Ring 
Deb Scharf 

 

Class of 2025 
Daryl Davis 

George Dornberger 
Caryl Flickinger 

Pat Jackson 
Anita Maroscher 
Marianne Martin 

Karen Morris 
 

Class of 2026 
Toni Johnson 

Crissy McGinness 
Karen Reed 

Craig Sandberg 
Diane Stratton-Smith 

 

Officers 
Daryl Davis, Pres. 

Toni Johnson, Vice Pres. 
Anita Maroscher, Treas. 

Karen Morris, Sec. 
 

Executive Director 
Kris Pearson 

 

Mission: 
 

The Arts Center’s     
mission is to enrich the 
quality of life of Finger 

Lakes residents, artists, 
and visitors by providing  
opportunities for active  
participation in the arts. 

 

To this end we plan,  
promote, and develop  

art exhibits and  
workshops; coordinate, 
schedule, and publicize 
art-related events; and 
develop and maintain 
physical facilities for 

these purposes. 
 

Volunteer 
Opportunities: 

 

Interested in volunteering 
at the Arts Center?    

Volunteers serve as 
docents in the Flick  

Gallery, help hang art-
work for shows, prepare 
food for exhibit openings, 
help in various capacities 
with fundraising events 
throughout the year and 

serve on a variety of 
committees.  

We welcome your help 
with any of the Arts  
Center’s activities! 
Contact volunteer     

coordinators George 
Dornberger at 

Keoked@hotmail.com or 
Marc Race at 

marcrace08@gmail.com.  

ARTISTS’ CORNER 
(Useful Information Every Artist Should Know) 

Copyright infringement is a serious     
concern for artists. Wikipedia defines it 
as "the use of works protected by copy-
right without permission for a usage 
where such permission is required, 
thereby infringing certain exclusive 
rights granted to the copyright holder, 
such as the right to reproduce, distribute, 
display or perform the protected work, or 
to make derivative works." Technology 
has made it easier than ever to steal 
artists' work. Images can be copied from 
websites or social media sites ... and 
often appear on T-shirts, coffee mugs or 
reproduced as prints. If you paint or 
draw from photographs other than 
those you take, be sure the photograph 
you use is in the "public domain." If not, 
you need the permission of the photog-
rapher or other copyright holder (for 
example, the publisher of the magazine 
where the photograph appeared) to 
copy the work and you should 
acknowledge the copyright holder      

(i.e. “based on a photograph by _____, used with 
permission”).  

However, artists also often use photographs 
simply as "resources," e.g., to verify the colors 
and shape of a bird, flower or butterfly. And 
sometimes, someone else's work simply serves as 
inspiration. Generally, as long as the image is not 
recognizable as a copy of the original photo-
graph or other artwork, it's fine. 

To protect your own work, consider embedding 
the copyright information in any images posted 
on line or include it in the title or the message 
portion of your post. You should also include  
copyright information on any prints, as well as 
any cards printed with your artwork. 

Again, you can find a great deal of information on 
copyright issues on line. If you have a specific 
concern, you may want to contact an attorney 
familiar with copyright law. 

                                                                                                                                              — Pat Jackson 

If you have questions about copyrights on your 
work or on any source material it is best to      
consult an attorney.  

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copyright#Scope
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copyright
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exclusive_right
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exclusive_right
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Derivative_work
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 This spring, the Art Center’s National Juried Show will 
celebrate the work of artists around the region 

and nation. This year’s exhibit features 60 original works 
created by 47 artists from five states and three coun-
tries. The pieces on display were selected from more 
than 240 submissions created by 97 artists.  

 

The goal of the 
Juried Show is to  
collect and celebrate 
the highest quality of 
artwork from partici-
pating artists. The 
diverse styles, medi-
ums, and talents  
always create a show 

that looks different 
from the last—this is especially true since the Art      
Center’s expansion to a national level, which has 
brought in the works of artists from places like California 
and Hawaii. Participating in this kind of show allows 
artists to highlight their finest work, expand their         
professional opportunities, and meet other artists. More 
meaningful than a prize is the artists’ celebration of 
their work and what they learn from others. 
 

At the exhibit opening, “You get to see artists smiling 
and talking with each other,” says show chair Lana 

Grauer. “Everybody has a great time.” 
 

Lana and her fellow exhibit 
chair, Fran Bliek, both volunteer 
for the Arts Center and have 
planned and coordinated the 
annual Juried Show for almost 
10 years, since its inception in 
2015. 
 

 “I like the idea of giving back to 
the art community,” Lana says. 
 

Most judges of Juried Shows try to keep their judging 
unbiased, but every artist is ultimately guided by 

their own preferences. Elizabeth St. Hilaire, who judged  
the Arts Center’s juried show in 2023, states that 

nobody can be purely unbiased. 

NATIONAL JURIED SHOW 

OPENING RECEPTION FOR THE JURIED SHOW IS  

FRIDAY, MAY 3   5 - 7 PM 

 

“What appeals to me may not appeal to the next 
judge, and much of it comes down to personal       
preference,” she says. 
 

Elizabeth feels that the work in the Art Center’s       
exhibit is of excellent quality, creating a well-rounded 

show. Trying to choose the best, she says, “is like 
splitting hairs at the end.” 
 

This year’s Juried Show Judge is Corey Pitkin, a widely 
celebrated pastel and oil painter. While his work has 
a distinct style of contemporary impressionism, he 
appreciates all                
mediums, styles, and 
movements in art. 
Corey’s strong 
knowledge of art       
history helps him    
understand the          
context of every piece 
he judges. 
 

When confronted with 
countless pieces of 
diverse styles, Corey 
attempts to keep his judging as objective as possible. 
He pays particular attention to a painting’s composi-
tion and the passion of the artist. 
 

“I love seeing the passion for 
art in an artist's work,            
especially from those artists 
that are just starting out,” 
Corey says. “I'll take a        
passionate painting over an 
overly precise piece any 
day.” 
 

To enjoy a wide range of     
artistic talents, both local 

and national, visit the Juried 
Show exhibit from April 30 to June 1. The winners 
will be announced at the exhibit opening reception 
on May 3 from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. at the Arts Center. 

                                                  — Morgan Farewell 

The Baker by Andrea Nadel 

Summer by Jean Stephens 

The Homestead by Kathleen Connor 
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Finger Lakes area since 2002 and I still feel like the 
surface has barely been scratched. This area is just so 
serene and beautiful that it is hard to express, but I 
keep trying. Each lake is subtly different from the oth-
ers and if you look carefully, you will see that my col-
or palette often varies accordingly with the lake.”  

Dick Kane gets his inspiration 
from virtually everything 
around him.  

“A lifelong love of nature has 
been my impetus for painting,” 
he says. “My painting technique 
is representational with an im-
pressionist influence.  My goal 
is to express my personal feel-
ings about my subjects which 

include the wonderful local Finger Lakes, the East and 
West Coasts, and inspiring motifs in Europe.” 

Kane has been a 
popular teacher 
for decades, often 
holding art classes 
at the Memorial 
Art Gallery in 
Rochester, the 
Arts Center of 
Yates County and 
the Pat Rini Rohrer 
Gallery in Canandaigua, NY.    

Bloom will be exhibited at the Arts Center from Tues-
day, June 4 through Saturday, June 29. Meet Bill, Dick 
and some of the other talented artists whose work 
will also be on display at the exhibit opening, Friday, 
June 7 from 5-7 pm at the Arts Center, 127 Main 
Street in downtown Penn Yan.  The Arts Center is 
open Tuesday through Saturday from 10 am to 5 pm. 
Admission is free.  

As the old saying goes      “Spring has sprung, the grass is 
riz, I wonder where the flowers is!” Turns out this year 
the flowers, spring colors and much, much more can 
be found at the Arts Center of Yates County.  

It’s time to say goodbye to the gray skies of winter and 
enjoy the emergence of a new spring season. Spring-
time means the flowers are bursting with color and 
sweet fragrances. The bees, butterflies and birds are 
busy with their tasks.  Featured artists Dick Kane, of 
Rochester, NY, and Bill Mowson of Ithaca, NY, have 
plenty of experience trying to capture it all for us to 
enjoy.   

A Rochester native, 
Bill Mowson paints 
watercolors of land-
scapes in the Finger 
Lakes region with an 
emphasis on the 
lakes and hills. Mow-
son paints his land-
scapes to document 
the beauty and tran-
quility of the region. 
His intent is to make the viewer both see and feel the 
place.   

“In my many years of travel, I have never found a more 
beautiful and diverse landscape than this area,” says 
Mowson. “I’ve been traveling around and painting the 

BLOOM 

Browse original creations from our member artists from the comfort of your 

home through our online shop!   

Visit artscenteryatescounty.org/shop to start shopping! 

OPENING RECEPTION FOR BLOOM  IS  

FRIDAY, JUNE 7, 5 - 7 PM 

Bill Mowson at Pittsford’s       

Upstairs Gallery  

Long View Moonlight by Bill Mowson 

Dick Kane 

Heeling Over by Dick Kane 
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Meet an Instructor 

Nancy Lane - Painter/Illustrator 
She is a Signature Member of American Women 
Artists, Rochester Art Club, and Genesee Valley Plein 
Air Painters, and a member of Penn Yan Art Guild. Her 
work has won numerous awards, most recently Out-
standing Watercolor in the BoldBrush International 
Painting Competition, and Finalist in the Portrait Socie-
ty of America’s 2019 and 2020 Member Competitions.  

“Painting outdoors hones my skills in depicting fleeting 
moods of light and atmosphere. Nature’s subtle, trans-
cendent beauty inspires my work with its suggestion of 
powers beyond us. I hope my art inspires viewers to 
seek a closer relationship with the natural world and 
its gifts of wonder and rejuvenation.” 

Why not take one of the classes Nancy’s offering at the 
Arts Center this summer?  Those workshops include:  

FAST SKETCHING TECHNIQUES  Friday, May 3                        
10 am - 3 pm                       

THE WAYS OF WATER-
COLOR Friday, May 10                              
10 am - 3 pm    

TWEAKING YOUR     
PHOTOS FOR BETTER 
PAINTINGS                          
Tuesday, July 23         
10:30 am – 3 pm  

PAINTING IN ACRYLICS    Tuesday, September 24         
10:30 am – 3 pm      

Nancy Lane has 
painted the people, 
animals, and land-
scapes of her up-
state New York 
home for more than 
40 years. Watercolor 
has always been her 
first love, but oil 
paint is a close sec-
ond. She works from 
life, whenever possi-
ble, to understand 

how light and shadow suggest emotion.  

A Webster native and longtime resident of Canan-
daigua, Lane has been involved in art all her life. For 
30 years she was an illustrator of award-winning pic-
ture books that celebrate the human-animal bond, 
culminating with her final book, “A Warbler’s Jour-
ney”, which won the Riverby Award in 2023. Now she 
focuses on painting the landscape as well as human 
and animal portraiture. Her illustration skills of realis-
tic drawing and using color and value to create mood 
continue to serve her well. 

A popular instructor, Nancy teaches watercolor, 
drawing, plein air, and occasionally other art sub-
jects. Her cheerful teaching style encourages stu-
dents to enjoy the process and embrace knowledge 
gained from mistakes. 

Summer Student Art Retreat 
Grade school students who are interested in the arts 
can spend four days in August at a targeted summer 
arts program at the Arts Center’s seasonal Keuka Lake 
facility, Sunny Point.  

The Children’s Art Retreat at Sunny Point, running 
from Monday, August 5 through Thursday, August 8 

from 9 am to 3 pm, 
will provide students 
going into first through 
fifth grades with op-
portunities to work 
with professional 

 artists on a variety of visual arts activities, including 
pottery, painting, drawing, printmaking and more.  Stu-
dents will learn a variety of artistic concepts and crea-
tive skills as they create  original pieces of art each day.  

Children will work in small “pods” on 
a variety of themed activities each 
day as well as a “special” arts activity, 
such as dance or music.  

Applications are available at the Arts 
Center or by calling 315-536-8226. 
Financial aid and family discounts are 
available. Register by May 10th.   
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FAST SKETCHING TECHNIQUES  
Friday, May 3                                      10 am - 3 pm   
Instructor: Nancy Lane                       Arts Center 
Learn to quickly see the basic shapes of elusive subjects 
and capture your perception on paper. Sketching allows 
you to work the most creatively — directly from your sub-
ject, free of cameras, in almost any situation. It also helps 
to visualize painting ideas more simply and clearly. And 
it's a wonderful skill for creating a personal travel journal. 
$75 members, $85 not-yet-members 
 

THE WAYS OF WATERCOLOR  
Friday, May 10                                    10 am - 3 pm    
Instructor: Nancy Lane                          Arts Center 
Get comfortable with watercolor and its fluid ways as we 
explore the core technical skills you need to paint land-
scapes. Some previous basic experience using watercolor 
will help, but is not essential, because we’ll be playing with 
paint much of the time to learn about the ebb and flow of 
this exciting medium. We’ll wrap up our efforts by painting 
a sunset scene.    $75 members, $85 not-yet-members 

GELLI PLATE PRINTING  
Saturday, May 11                               10 am - 1 pm  
Instructor: Ginny Deneka                   Arts Center 
Learn techniques for making unique mono prints with a 
small gelli plate and acrylic paints. Use masks, stencils, 
and found objects on a variety of papers. Play and experi-
ment with your imagination using this special media. Make 
beautiful papers for cards, collage or framing. Beware, 
however, this process can be so addictive. Once you start, 
you may not want to stop. (Limited to 10 participants)      
$30 members, $45 not-yet-members 

BEGINNING ABSTRACT  
Tuesday, May 21                                   1 - 3:30 pm  
Instructor: Ginny Deneka                     Arts Center 
Fear Not! Acrylic abstract painting can be more easy and 
rewarding than the other painting methods you’ve tried. 
Really, it’s not scary or exclusionary. More fun than paint-
ing your toenails. With some simple starter ideas we can 
do some amazing work. If you like playing with color, you 
will love this class. $25 members, $37 not-yet-members 
  

INTRODUCTION TO PASTEL  
Wednesday, May 22                              6 - 9 pm  
Instructor: Lana Grauer                Arts Center 
Learn the basics of pastel painting. This class will cover 
materials and applications. The types of 
pastels available (so many choices) and 
types of paper and supports. You will 
learn the four basic steps to creating a 
pastel landscape painting as well as 
some techniques to achieve depth and 
perspective in your landscape.  Come 
join us for a fun evening enjoying the art 
of pastel.                                            
$30 members, $36 not-yet-members 

SPRING PLEIN AIR   
Fri, May 31 & Sat, June 1             9:30 am - 4 pm    
Instructor: Kevin Feary            various locations 
In this two day workshop, we will enjoy the spring 
weather while we paint outdoors, looking for opportuni-
ties to capture the color of Spring in the Finger Lakes. 
We will explore all aspects of plein air painting through 
demonstrations, hands on work and plenty of individual 
attention.  $150 members, $175 not-yet-members 
 

WHEEL THROWING/RAKU FIRING I  
Mondays, June 3 & June 10              9 am - 1 pm 
Instructor: Tim Williams                     Sunny Point 
This class is designed for new and experienced potters 
to explore creating vessels using the wheel. Build the 
first day, glaze and Raku fire the following week. Raku 
is an exciting traditional “Quick Fire” technique which 
offers quick cool glazing ideas to include "horse hair" 
scorching process which adds unexpected depth and 
texture to ceramic pieces. This is a fun experience, and 
you’ll be able to take home your finished project at the 
end of the second class.  
$80 members, $120 not-yet-members 
 

WHEEL THROWING/RAKU FIRING II  
Tuesdays, June 4 & June 11             9 am - 1 pm 
Instructor: Tim Williams                    Sunny Point 
This class is designed for new and experienced potters 
to explore creating vessels using the wheel. Build the 
first day, glaze and 
Raku fire the following 
week. Raku is an ex-
citing traditional “Quick 
Fire” technique which 
offers quick cool glaz-
ing ideas to include 
"horse hair" scorching 
process which adds 
unexpected depth and 
texture to ceramic pieces. This is a fun experience, and 
you’ll be able to take home your finished project at the 
end of the second class.  
$80 members, $120 not-yet-members 
 

WIREWORK JEWELRY  
Tuesday, June 4                                  1 pm - 4 pm  
Instructor: Janis Long                       Sunny Point 
This three hour wire working workshop will teach you 
the fundamental use of jewelry tools and the numerous 
characteristics of copper wire. You will learn to manipu-
late three different gauges of wire into a variety of 
shapes, add texture and a patina to this metal.               
$30 members, $45 not-yet-members 

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS 

REGISTER NOW ON OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.ARTSCENTERYATESCOUNTY.ORG 
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WHEEL THROWING/RAKU FIRING III  
Wednesdays, June 5 & June 12          9 am - 1 pm 
Instructor: Tim Williams                     Sunny Point 
This class is designed for new and experienced potters 
to explore creating vessels using the wheel. Build the 
first day, glaze and Raku fire the following week. Raku is 
an exciting traditional “Quick Fire” technique which offers 
quick cool glazing ideas to include "horse hair" scorching 
process which adds unexpected depth and texture to 
ceramic pieces. This is a fun experience, and you’ll be 
able to take home your finished project at the end of the 
second class.                                   
$80 members, $120 not-yet-members 
 

POUR IT ON  
Thursday, June 6, 13, 20 & 27          10 am - 1 pm 
Instructor: Fran Bliek                          Arts Center 
Fran Bliek will demonstrate the steps in 
creating a poured watercolor painting 
and then will take students through 
each of these steps to create their own 
poured watercolor paintings. Create 
both a floral and a landscape painting 
using this method. $120 members, 
$180 not-yet-members 
 

GARDEN CERAMICS I  
Mondays, June 17 & 24                       9 am - 1 pm 
Instructor: Tim Williams                     Sunny Point 
Add some color and wonder to indoor or outdoor gar-
dens. We’ll be hand-building a variety of ceramic flowers 
and/or garden “stones”, flower pots, and lawn totems on 
day one. Glaze your pieces the following week using 
traditional and decorative over and underglazes.         
$80 members, $120 not-yet-members 
 

GARDEN CERAMICS II  
Tuesdays, June 18 & 25                      9 am - 1 pm  
Instructor: Tim Williams                     Sunny Point 
Add some color and wonder to indoor or outdoor gar-
dens. We’ll be hand-building a variety of ceramic flowers 
and/or garden “stones”, flower pots, and lawn totems on 
day one. Glaze your pieces the following week using 
traditional and decorative over and underglazes.         
$80 members, $120 not-yet-members 
 

LEARNING TO SEE  
Weds, June 19, 26, July 3,10 & 24   1:30 - 4:30 pm   
Instructor: Mariana Kastrinakis         Arts Center 
Drawing is the foundation of all visual art and in this 
class we’ll learn to translate our 3D world onto a 2D sur-
face with surprising accuracy. We’ll explore artist percep-
tion, drawing proportions and using plumblines and inter-
sections to build a composition, as well as learn how 
basic shapes guide our conceptualization of our world. 
So, grab your pencils and join us!  You’’ll never see the 
world the same way.   
$150 members, $225 not-yet-members                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 

MUGS, BOWLS & MORE I  
Wednesday June 19                                4 - 8 pm   
Instructor: Tim Williams                 Sunny Point 
Create a matching bowl and mug using the ceramic 
wheel and hand building! You can learn how to wheel 
throw or rely on hand building for your creations, glaz-
ing will be included during the class. Great date night 
or something to do with visiting friends and relatives! 
$40 members, $60 not-yet-members 
 

MUGS, BOWLS & MORE II  
Thursday June 20                                   4 - 8 pm 
Instructor: Tim Williams                 Sunny Point 
Create a matching bowl and mug using the ceramic 
wheel and hand building! You can learn how to wheel 
throw or rely on hand building for your creations, glaz-
ing will be included during the class. Great date night 
or something to do with visiting friends and relatives! 
$40 members, $60 not-yet-members 

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS 

ON THE HORIZON 
WATERCOLOR LANDSCAPE  
PAINTING WITH DON ANDREWS 
Mon - Wed, July 15, 16 & 17             9am - 4pm                                
 

HANDS IN CLAY (FOR KIDS) I       
WITH TIM WILLIAMS 
Mondays, July 15 & 22                  9 am - noon 
 

PASTEL UNDERPAINTING            
WITH LANA GRAUER 
Friday, July 19                                       6 - 9 pm           
  
TWEAKING YOUR PHOTOS FOR 
BETTER PAINTINGS  
WITH NANCY LANE 
Tuesday, July 23                      10:30 am - 3 pm   
 

WATERCOLOR PAINTING ON A   
TEABAG WITH FRAN BLIEK                                            
Thursday, July 25                      10 am - Noon 
 

ARTS RETREAT FOR CHILDREN  

@ SUNNY POINT                     
August  5 - 8                                                                                               9 am - 3 pm   

For children entering grades 1-5 
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 SUMMER AT SUNNY POINT 

 

NEW DIRECTIONS (continued from page 1)  

In 2002, the Center launched the Finger Lakes Chamber 
Music Festival as proposed by Board Member Joyce Hunt 
and conductor Richard Auldon Clark of 
the Manhattan Chamber Orchestra. 

 One 2002 event was international in 
scope. The Center presented an exhibit 
of paintings and sculpture by renowned 
Brazilian pop artist Romero Britto, 
whose wife, Cheryl Reynolds Britto, 
grew up in the area.  

 “He invited people to bring in art they 
had started and he worked into it,” 
says Barney. Britto added whimsical 
butterflies to her painting of sailboats 
on Keuka Lake.  

 Launched in this same period, the Center’s newsletter, 
Perspectives, became a key tool in raising awareness and 
attracting members.  

  “I always felt it was the glue that held the organization 
together,” says Barney, editor for 18 years. Widely dis-
tributed, it went to members but also to businesses, 

professional offices and locations where 
it would be read.  

 All this was accomplished entirely by 
volunteers. The Arts Center had no paid 
staff until 2007, when Bliek agreed to 
become part-time director. 

 Achieving the Center’s mission “to en-
rich the lives of Yates County residents, 
artists and visitors by providing oppor-
tunities to actively participate in the 

arts” requires ceaseless hard work and 
passion.  

  “I wish more people would become involved,” says 
Bliek. “The Arts Center has so much to offer.” 

— Kathy Lindsley 

The Arts Center of Yates 
County is no doubt an amaz-
ing establishment on its own. 
We serve the community in 
many ways: a fine art gallery 
featuring famous and talent-
ed artists near and far, a su-
perb teaching facility offering  
classes from wood carving, 
painting and drawing to 
stained glass, pottery and 
Zentangle. Our opening re-
ceptions are well received 
and our new First Friday sing 

along is fun for all.  With the addition of Sunny Point, 
our satellite facility on Keuka Lake (868 East Lake 
Road), we have achieved super arts center status. 
Sunny Point consists of a large converted barn, small 
white cottage and boat house right on Keuka Lake 
gifted to us in 2008 by Dr. Annie Smith of Elmira and 
Toronto, Canada. 

All summer long, artist/potter Tim Williams offers 
pottery classes for all ages at the lakeside pottery  
studio, once the boat house. The cottage is used to 
house visiting art teachers, students and two Artists 
in Residence who come here for free to this beautiful 

place to work on their art uninterrupted. The barn is 
used for art classes and other special events. This 
summer we will also offer a weeklong art camp for 
kids. Look on our website for more information. 

To keep all of this up and running it is necessary to get 
support from our patrons and community.  Typically, 
we hold two annual fund raisers – the Pig Roast in 
June and the Ice Cream Social in August   We begin 
this summer season with our famous Pig Roast hosted 
by Tim McCracken with the help and donations from 
many community sponsors. The date is Sunday, June 
2, from 1 till 4PM. This year’s menu will be the same 
as before: Roasted Pork, cole slaw, baked beans, roll 
and butter. And the cookies, don’t forget the cookies. 
There will be live music by John Bolger, wine tasting 
from Weis Winery, and beer tasting provided by The 
Olney Place.  

Only a limited number of tickets will be available.  No 
tickets will be sold at the event. They are $25 each. 
You can purchase them from the Arts Center (315- 
536-8226) on Main St. or from any board member. 
Parking is scarce, so please carpool if you can. A golf 
cart transport can take you to the event from your car 
parked down the road if necessary. 

So mark your calendars.   We hope to see you there! 

2002 Board Members by the 

Route 14A billboard 
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ART AROUND THE AREA 

May 20:  PYAG  Luncheon & Annual Meeting @ 12:30  
Location: TBD  9:30-12:00  Plein Air in Morning for those 
desiring to paint out of doors. 
 

June 17: Toni Johnson takes us on an exploration of Zen-
tangles. The created patterns are referred to as "tangles" 
and are mixtures of dots, lines, basic curves and orbs. 
These shapes are the 'elemental strokes' of a Zentangle art 
piece. Come create along with Toni at this make & take 
event. 
 

Penn Yan Art Guild meetings are held at the Yates County 
Arts Center the third Monday of each month at 6:30 pm. 
Contact the Guild at www.pennyanartguild.com. 

ARTS CENTER JOB POSTING 

The Arts Center of Yates County is seeking applications 

for the position of Digital Media Director. Applicants must 

be fluent in computer platforms such as Neon, Liberty, 

POS and Inventory Management as well as the use of  

social media. The position may require up to three days 

(24 hours) per week.  Please direct your enquiries to 

Daryl Davis <davisdaryl18@gmail.com> 

YATES COUNTY STUDENT 
SHOW AWARDEES 

Best in Show:  Ashtyn Manchester   PYA    
                     

PENN YAN ACADEMY 

Drawing and Painting: 
1

st
 Place:  Ashtyn Manchester     

2
nd

 Place:   Lydia Sciallo        

3
rd

 Place:   Eva Fleet           

Honorable Mention: Dominic Proietti-Nelson  &          
Arionna Squires     

Photography: 
1st Place:   Bright Robak         

2
nd

 Place:   Daniel Craver         

3
rd

 Place:   Heaven Howell         

Honorable Mention: Marissa Sorenson , Bright Robak   & 
Lillie Marsh    

3 Dimensional:     
1

st
 Place:   Elizabeth Shoff        

2
nd

 Place: Zoe  Anderson 

3
rd

 Place:   Ameina Samatulski                                                            

Honorable Mention: Evelyn Harvey   
 

DUNDEE MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL 

Drawing and Painting:    
1

st
 Place: Alexis Johnson       

2
nd

 Place: Eliza Thompson                                                                         

3rd Place:   Ava Chilson      

Honorable Mention: Sophia Henry & Isabell Easling                                                                      

3 Dimensional:     
1

st
 Place: Abigail Lochner                           

2
nd

 Place: Emma Sorce   

3
rd

 Place: Mya Pickering 

Honorable Mention: Alexa Miller       
                                                            

MARCUS WHITMAN MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL 

Drawing and Painting:    
1

st
 Place: Susie Romero                                                         

2
nd

 Place: Ava Barge                                 

3
rd

 Place: Abigail Aaron                          

Honorable Mention: Michael Lincoln  &  Gwen Robinson                           

Digital Drawing:                 
1st Place:  Emma More                                                               

2
nd

 Place:   Hunter Warters                         

3
rd

 Place:   Chloe Baldwin 

Honorable Mention:  Emma Moore                             

3 Dimensional:     
1

st
 Place: Annie Santonastaso                                                

2
nd

 Place: Kaylin Yerkes                                  

3
rd

 Place: Zachary Lincoln                             

Honorable Mention: Michael Lincoln   & Kaylee Hey     
  

Our thanks to judges Fran Bliek and Faith Benedict for 
their care and diligence in reviewing all the work in the 
exhibit and to the Penn Yan, Dundee and Marcus    
Whitman school districts for providing prize money for 
the top winners!                                  

There’s still 

time to apply to be 

an artist or vendor 

at the Keuka Arts 

Festival! Find the 

application on our 

website,                  
keukaartsfestival.com  

Call about volunteer-

ing. Follow us on Face-

book and Instagram to 

learn which artists 

you’ll see at the Festi-

val and to learn about 

the live entertainment 

scheduled throughout 

the Festival weekend  

mailto:davisdaryl@gmail.com


Arts Center of Yates County 

127 Main Street 

Penn Yan, NY 14527 
Hours 

Tuesday-Saturday 10:00-5:00 

315-536-8226 

  E-mail: artscenteryates@gmail.com 

www.ArtsCenterYatesCounty.org 

Arts Center of Yates County programs are made possible 

in part by the New York State Council on the Arts with the 

support of Governor Kathy Hochul and the New York State 

Legislature.   

Support the Businesses That Support  

the Arts Center! 
Lattimore Physical Therapy* 

Lake Affect Media 

Lyons National Bank* 

Marble’s Automotive/Marble’s Glass* 

Mark’s Pizzeria* 

Morgan’s Grocery 

Penn Yan Plumbing & Heating* 

Pinckney Hardware* 

Seneca Farms 

Seneca Lake Duck Hunters Association 

JL Sisson Construction 

ServU Credit Union* 

Sommerville Pottery 

Steve Shannon Tire Company* 

Stork Insurance*  

The Birkett Mills/Carey’s Lumber* 

Vine Valley Rustics* 

Water Street Wines and Spirits 

 

AK Climate Controlled Storage*  

Aubergine B&B 

Bank of the Finger Lakes 

Barrington Cellars 

Century 21—Mark Malcolm Realty 

The Chronicle Express* 

Climbing Bines Craft Ales* 

Community Bank* 

Country Comforts B&B 

Covert Security* 

Douglas B. Miles Agency 

Eastlake Consulting 

Empire Communications* 

Ferro Corporation 

Fireworks Foundry 

Greenidge* 

Howard Hanna Lake Group Realty* 

Keuka Spring Vineyards* 

Knapp & Schlappi Lumber* 

* Keuka Arts 

Festival   

sponsors 


