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MAKING A HOME ON MAIN  
Through 2024, Perspectives is exploring the 
evolution of the Arts Center. This is the fifth 
installment. 
 

From the earliest days of 
the Arts Center, the dream 
was to be on Main Street 
in downtown Penn Yan. 

 It took more than three 
decades, but that dream 
came true in 2012 with the 
opening of a permanent 
home at 127 Main St. 

 Before that, the organiza-
tion was housed in rented 
space in several local buildings including, 
most notably, the Masonic building at 
129 Elm Street. Although only a few 
blocks from Main Street, the location 
lacked visibility.  

 “One of the challenges 
was getting people to 
find us,” says longtime 
volunteer and former 
board president Bon-
nie Barney. “People 
who had lived in Penn 
Yan all their lives didn’t 
know we existed.” 

 Plus, the space was 
cramped, seriously re-
stricting the possibilities 
for programs, classes 
and exhibits. 

 A place on Main Street seemed out of 
reach for the small, volunteer-led organ-
ization with limited financial resources. 
That changed with an unexpected be-
quest from Dr. Annie Smith, who left her 

Keuka Lake summer home, Sunny Point, to 
the Arts Center in 2008 (see Perspectives 

July-August 2024). That gift 
came with an endowment to 
maintain the property. 

 After a great deal of consid-
eration, the Arts Center lead-
ership determined it would 
be possible to leverage those 
funds to purchase and reno-
vate a Main Street building. 
The Maxwell Building, named 
in honor of Bob Maxwell (a 
Norstar Bank manager and a 
moving force behind Penn 

Yan’s annual StarShine holiday festival) 
had been a bank from the mid-1800s to 
1982. Donated to the Village of Penn Yan, 
it housed the Village traffic court for more 
than 20 years. When those offices moved 

to a new building, the 
Village solicited bids for 
sale of the Main Street 
structure. 

 The Arts Center bought 
the building for $45,000.  

 “It was a mess,” recalls 
Sandy Murrin. A longtime 
friend of Dr. Smith, Mur-
rin has served the Arts 

Center as Board president 
as well as many other 
roles, including  chairing 
the Fund Development 

Committee. 

 Initially, the plan was to launch a small 
capital campaign to cover costs of reno-
vating the building  (Continued on page 8) 
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lemonade gives place to apple cider. Cold 
chicken salad morphs into hot turkey dinners. 
Activities expand as kids and their teachers 
head back to school.  While northern autumns 
are often characterized as a slow decline, I’ve 
always seen them as a burst of energy and     
color after the lazy green summer days and 
before the black and white and gray of winter.  
 

Here at the Arts Center you’ll see plenty of art 
that celebrates the vibrancy of fall. Check out 
the vivid pastels created by members of the 
Pastel Society of Western NY and  the celebra-
tory nature of “the Day of the Dead.” Cram in a 
creative class or two with an eye towards       
developing skills that can fill long winter days. 
Support the arts in general by becoming a 
member. Fill a day or two by volunteering. 
We’d love to see you!  You’re always welcome 
here.                                                                             
                                                     — Kris Pearson, Executive Director 

Singer/songwriter Cheryl Wheeler’s song 
When Fall Comes to New England is          
always on my mind at this time of year,     
primarily because I love the vivid imagery 
she creates that so accurately reflects why 
fall is my favorite time of year: 

“The sun slants in so fine... 

“the air's so clear you can almost hear the 
grapes grow on the vine… 

“The nights are sharp with starlight and the 
days are cool and clean…. 

“And leaves are Irish Setter red…”  
 

I do love the fall - and here in the Finger 
Lakes not only can you “almost hear the 
grapes grow” but you can smell them too!  
Fall is harvest time - hay, apples, cabbages, 
grapes, more zucchini than anyone needs in 
a single lifetime (often from a single 
plant)...there’s plenty of activity outside and 
blessedly (usually) cooler weather. Summer 

From the Executive Director 
 

Arts Center 
 Board Members: 

 

Class of 2024 
Kathy Ring 
Deb Scharf 

 

Class of 2025 
Daryl Davis 

George Dornberger 
Caryl Flickinger 

Pat Jackson 
Anita Maroscher 
Marianne Martin 

Karen Morris 
 

Class of 2026 
Toni Johnson 

Crissy McGinness 
Karen Reed 

Craig Sandberg 
Diane Stratton-Smith 

 

Officers 
Daryl Davis, Pres. 

Toni Johnson, Vice Pres. 
Anita Maroscher, Treas. 
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Executive Director 
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Mission: 
 

The Arts Center’s     
mission is to enrich the 
quality of life of Finger 

Lakes residents, artists, 
and visitors by providing  
opportunities for active  
participation in the arts. 

 

To this end we plan,  
promote, and develop  

art exhibits and  
workshops; coordinate, 
schedule, and publicize 
art-related events; and 
develop and maintain 
physical facilities for 

these purposes. 
 

Volunteer 
Opportunities: 

 

Interested in volunteering 
at the Arts Center?    

Volunteers serve as 
docents in the Flick  

Gallery, help hang art-
work for shows, prepare 
food for exhibit openings, 
help in various capacities 
with fundraising events 
throughout the year and 

serve on a variety of 
committees.  

We welcome your help 
with any of the Arts  
Center’s activities! 
Contact volunteer     

coordinators George 
Dornberger at 

Keoked@hotmail.com or 
Marc Race at 

marcrace08@gmail.com.  

ARTISTS’ CORNER 
(Useful Information Every Artist Should Know) 

About People  

Generally, if people can be seen from 
a "public view" -- e.g., on the street, in a 
park -- they can be photo-
graphed, painted or drawn 
without legal repercussions. 
Permission is, however, re-
quired if in a private place -- 
e.g., a home. And if the per-
son is a child under the age of 
eighteen, you should obtain 
the permission of the child's 
parent(s) or other legal 
guardian.  

 As explained in a 2024 Artists 
NetWork column on legal  
issues, there are at least two 
rights associated with a      
photograph or painting of a 
living person.  

•The first right is the copy-
right in the work. The photographer of a 

person has the copyright on the photographs he 
or she has taken. The artist creating a portrait 
from "real life" or based on reference photos he 

or she has taken has the copyright 
on the portrait. (If copying from a 
photograph taken by another per-
son, the copyright belongs to the 
person who took the photograph.) 

• The second right is the individu-
al’s right of privacy (or, if the indi-
vidual is famous, the right of pub-
licity) -- assuming the person pho-
tographed or otherwise depicted is 
recognizable in the work. This sec-
ond right includes the individual's 
right to commercialize aspects of 
his or her personality -- 
e.g., physical appearance, pictures 
or caricatures -- and the right to 
prevent other people from com-
mercially making use of them. 

       In practice, having the (Continued on page 3) 
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While many people associate “pastel” with soft, muted, 
colors, paintings made with pastel as a medium tend 
more toward intense, vivid colors with lots of depth.  A 
sampling of some of the region’s best pastel work created 
by members of the Pastel Society of Western New York 
will be on display at the Arts Center of Yates County from 
September 10 to October 5.  

Pastel Society President 
Denise Rizzo explains the 
attraction of working in 
pastels: 

“Soft pastel is a unique 
medium as it requires no 
brush or paint.  Artists use 
pastel sticks to draw, 
shade, layer and manipu-
late pure pigment on pa-
per.  It can be worked over 
a texture, or made into a liquid by brushing water or rub-
bing alcohol on the paper,” Rizzo says. 

The Pastel Society of Western New York was founded in 
2015.  It currently has 79 members from all over western 
New York. The Society’s main purpose is to provide a 
space for pastel artists to grow, connect, and showcase 
their work through workshops, exhibitions, and 
events.  The group meets in person twice a year and or-

Pastel Society of Western New York 

Endless Rhythm by Denise Rizzo 

OPENING RECEPTION FOR PASTEL SOCIETY EXHIBIT 

 IS FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 13,  5 - 7 PM 

ganizes one in-person workshop and one zoom 
workshop a year, as well as two exhibitions per 
year.  

This is the third time the Pastel Society has been 
featured at the Arts Center of Yates County. The 
work on display will be juried in by Nazareth College 
art professor Ron Netsky, who will also determine 
which pieces will receive special awards.  

In addition to the Pastel Society exhibit, there will 
also be work by the Arts Center’s exhibiting artists 
on display. Join us on Friday, September 13 from 5-7 
pm for the exhibit opening and check out the Pastel 
Society award winners.  

For more information about the Pastel Society of 
Western New York, visit their website at                
pastelsocietyofwesternnewyork.com . 

 

 

The Red Barn by Karlene          

VanDeusen won Best in Show in 

the Pastel Society’s spring show.  

PEOPLE (from page 2)                                                       

copyright means that you can exhibit your photograph  
or your painting of a person in a public space. You can 
sell prints of your work. You can display it on your web 
page. Even if you sold the photograph or work of art to a 
newspaper, it's probably fine as long as it is not being 
used for the sake of promoting a product, service or 
cause. But you can not sell it to be used to promote 
something. The reasoning is simple: that person didn’t 
consent to having their likeness used to advertise a 
product or service or to promote a cause. 

If you have questions, general  information on copyright 
and privacy issues can be found on line. However, if you 
have a specific concern, you may want to consult with 
an attorney.                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                     — Pat Jackson 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Join us on Friday, October 4           

from 5-7 pm for our                        

Annual Meeting/Open House 

Find out what’s been happening at the Arts 

Center this year - and what’s in store for 

2025 and beyond. 

Food, fun and friends -                      

everyone is welcome! 

http://pastelsocietyofwesternnewyork.com
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rations of extinct species in Afterlifes of Natural Histo-
ry, Greenland after Rockwell Kent and Tlacotalpan, 
Mexico’s Candelaria Festival. 

Denis will give a free talk on his stay in Oaxaca, Mexi-
co, which led to his book and touring exhibition, on 
Friday, October 11 from 4 - 5 pm at the Arts Center.  

Trained in graphic design and fine art, Richard Harvey 
is a figurative artist who explores the psychological 
and emotive potential of the 
human face and figure in an 
expressionistic style.  

The subject matter of Rich-
ard Harvey's mixed media 
work is predominantly hu-
man faces or full figures that 
tend to portray deeply ex-
pressive, even haunting, 
emotional imagery. This 
quality is also evident in his 
ruggedly carved, contemporary primal sculpture, 
which is inspired by tribal masks, rituals and ancient 
artifacts. 

Propelled by a fascination 
with process and experi-
mentation, he works across 
a broad range of two-and 
three-dimensional  medi-
ums, including collage, en-
caustic effects, digital  im-
aging, photography, and 
ceramics.  

The Day of the Dead exhibit 
opening will be held on  
Friday, October 11 from 5-7 
pm, immediately after   
Denis’ talk about his experi-
ences in Mexico around the 
Day of the Dead holiday. 

The talk and the opening 
reception, which will include wine tastings and hors 
d’oeuvres, are free and open to the public.   

 

El Día de Los Muertos or Day of the Dead is not, as is 
commonly thought, a Mexican version of Halloween, 
though the two holidays do share some traditions, in-
cluding costumes and parades. On the Day of the 
Dead, it’s believed that the border between the spirit 
world and the real world dissolves. Families welcome 
back the souls of their deceased relatives for a brief 
reunion that includes food, drink and celebration. 

The holiday is celebrated each year from October 31-
November 2. The Arts Center of Yates County’s cele-
bration will run from Tuesday, October 8 through Sat-
urday, November 2 with an exhibit featuring Day of the 
Dead photographs by Denis Defibaugh and sculpture 
and paintings by Richard Harvey as well as work from 
other Arts Center artists.  

Denis Defibaugh is a documentary photographer and 
professor emeritus at RIT’s School of Photographic Arts 

program in the College 
of Art and Design. He 
earned a Fulbright-Hays 
Grant to Mexico which 
preceded his first pho-
tography book The Day 
of the Dead, published 
by TCU Press 2007. 
Denis’ Day of the Dead 

photographic exhibition 
has toured nationally.  

Denis pursues his photographs with the objective of 
truth and intimacy obtained by his extended relation-
ships built over time. His 
immersive photography 
reveals a firsthand 
knowledge of the place, 
object, people and cus-
toms. His storytelling ap-
proach describing the 
change and continuity of 
a culture is inherent in his 
photography.  

Denis’ other photograph-
ic projects include explo-

DAY OF THE DEAD 

OPENING RECEPTION FOR DAY OF THE DEAD IS  

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11, 5 - 7 PM 

Denis Defibaugh 

Comparas Diablo                  

by Denis Defibaugh 

Richard Harvey 

Truth by Richard Harvey 
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Meet the Artist in Residence 

Evelyn Tosi - Fiber Basketry 
rows. 

Her business, Little 
Dancing Baskets Etc., 
had its debut at the 
prestigious, juried Flor-
ida “CraftArt” Gallery 
in St. Petersburg, Flori-
da. The Arts Center’s 
Sunny Point Com-
mittee was excited to 
offer her the fall Artist 
Residency this year.  

Evy says she is excited 
and grateful to be selected for the residency. 

“I am looking forward to focusing my time making bas-
kets, etc., with a bit of 
swimming in the lake 
(brr), reading and jour-
naling, practicing my 
Irish Tin Whistle and 
making new friends. If 
you have a moment 
come say hello and sign 
my guest book.”  

Evy will be offering a class in her basketry techniques on 
Wednesday, September 4 at Sunny Point. Sign up online. 

Art has always been an integral part of Evelyn Tosi’s 
life. Born into a musically and craft-oriented family, 
art projects from water colors to pottery and more 
were always part of her education and life. 

At age nine, Evy’s mother encouraged her to start 
dance lessons, an activity which, over the decades, led 
to a fun and successful career. Evy performed interna-
tionally and domestically in live theater and films, in-
cluding principle dance roles in the movies  A Chorus 
Line, Grease 2, and Freddie Mercury’s MTV video 
Body Language.  

As a massage therapist living in Florida, Evy continued 
her love affair with the arts, teaching dance and study-
ing other art forms - which eventually lead to basket-
making.  

“My hands and I thrive with the work and love the 
exploration of design with its volumes of color and 

shape,” says Evy. 
“Nature is my muse.” 

Evy creates baskets 
by wrapping cotton 
piping with strips of 
colorful fabric, using a 
crochet hook to pull 
the fabric through the 
previously attached 

Remembering Howard  
Long-time Arts Center board/committee member 
Howard LeVant passed away on August 16. A true   
Renaissance man of many talents, Howard will be  
sorely missed by all who knew him. This poem, written 
about and for Howard by his friend, Jonathan Everitt, 
sums him up wonderfully: 

Song for a Photographer 

Big-hearted aperture, let in the light.                            
Tell us a story of the modern world.                                
From Chicagoan towers to Ontario’s shores, you have 
chronicled your era. Its icons. Its flaws.                            
You have taught generations to peer through lens,      
enter dark room, emerge with perspectives of their 
own. What depth of field you’ve brought to bear on 
your people.                                                                            

 

What flash. What shutter. You have composed a life         
by the water, by the campus, by the temple. Composed 
your days with ordinary splendor. A wink. A grin.          
The angle of light has slung low at this late hour.           
But there is still one thing more for you to capture,         
to take to heart: Behold, your gallery. You yourself               
have been the camera.        
Look at us all, assembly                         
of your living portraits– each 
of us an afterimage                                  
                    embedded in the stars.  

                    —  Jonathan Everitt 

                (used with permission) 
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DANCING LITTLE BASKETS  
Wednesday, September 4                    3 – 6 pm  
Instructor: Evy Tosi                            Sunny Point 
Create your own fabric basket at Sunny Point with 
Artist in Residence Evy Tosi. Evy’s “dancing little 
baskets” are made by wrapping cotton piping with 
strips of colorful fabric, using a crochet hook to pull 
the fabric through the previously attached rows. 
Make a small round basket and explore different fin-
ishing styles and “shaped” baskets. It’s “fun with a 
flourish!”  No experience needed, all supplies will be 
provided, but please bring a pair of fabric scissors. 
$30 members, $45 not-yet-members 
 

FABULOUS FLORAL MIXED MEDIA 
COLLAGE  
Thursday, September 5             10 am – 2:30 pm    
Instructor: Amy Hutto                     Arts Center  
Create collage papers using a variety of techniques 
and use them along with acrylic painting and mark 
making to render a colorful, texture-filled floral still 
life. Techniques include 
gelli printing, stamping, 
splatter painting and 
more to develop original 
and unique collage mate-
rials on rice paper, pages 
of books, sheet music, 
etc…along with explora-
tion of mark-making tools 
and media. Learn about 
substrates, starter ideas, 
adhesives, sealing and 
more. Come prepared to play and experiment, let 
your imagination rule the day and be open to the 
“what ifs”! $45 members, $68 not-yet-members 
 

ACRYLIC PAINTING  
Saturday, September 7                10 am – 1 pm   
Instructor: Steve Duprey               Arts Center 
This three-hour workshop is appropriate for all levels 
of skill. Participants will learn the basics of brush-
work, color mixing, composition, perspective and 
much more. The workshop is a stand-alone work-
shop. Participants will walk away with a completed 
painting that they can be proud of. $55 members, 
$75 not-yet-members  

WATERCOLOR PAINTING ON WOOD 
PANEL  
Thursday, September 12                  10 am -1 pm    
Instructor: Fran Bliek                         Arts Center                    
Students will learn how to apply watercolor ground 
to a wood panel (suitable for hanging), paint on the 
panel in watercolor, and seal the watercolor paint-
ing with wax. No further framing required except a 
wire on the back of the gallery style wood panel. 
$30 members, $45 not-yet-members  
 

WATERCOLOR PAINTING ON GESSO  
Thursday, September 19              10 am – 1 pm 
Instructor: Fran Bliek                      Arts Center                                                                      
Students will learn how to paint a watercolor paint-
ing on gesso. Using either watercolor paper or a 
wood panel as the surface they will learn the char-
acteristics of painting on gesso including added 
texture, ability to lift easily to white of paper. Stu-
dents will also learn how to adhere finished water-
color paper to a panel, how to seal it and produce 
a work where no further framing is required except 
a wire on the back of the gallery style wood panel. 
$30 members, $45 not-yet-members  

 

INTRO TO CROSS STITCH  
Saturday, September 21                 10 am – noon                         
Instructor: Craig Sandberg            Arts Center 
Learn the basics of creating a cross stitch needle-
work project with Craig 
Sandberg. We’ll look at 
cross stitch design and 
patterns that are availa-
ble for free. Materials 
will be provided for you 
to make a small Danish 
heart design including a 
frame to take home. 
With these basics, you 
can continue your own 
projects and take on 
more complex pieces. $20 members, $30 not-yet-
members 

 

PAINTING IN ACRYLICS  
Tuesday, September 24            10:30 am – 3 pm  
Instructor: Nancy Lane                Arts Center 
The explosion of acrylic paint options in the last 20 
years has made this medium incredibly versatile. 
We’ll see how to use some of the mediums, tools, 
methods and techniques available in this fun medi-
um. Then we’ll get our paints out to experiment 
with what we’ve learned. Limit 9. $75 members, 
$85 not-yet-members 

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS 

REGISTER NOW ON OUR WEBSITE 
WWW.ARTSCENTERYATESCOUNTY.ORG 
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MIXED MEDIA ACRYLICS  
Wednesday, October 30            10 am – 2:30 pm   
Instructor: Amy Hutto                Arts Center 
Join Amy as she introduces a variety of mixed 
media techniques for use in acrylic painting. Roll 
up your sleeves and have some fun with char-
coals, Inktense pencils and sticks, markers,      
collage elements and more. A brief overview and 
demonstration of using the digital art program Pro-
create will also be included, along with an intro-
duction to acrylic mediums and how to use them 
in your art.  $45 members, $68 not-yet-members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEGINNING STAINED GLASS  
Saturday, November 2                10 am - 2 pm         
Instructor: Jeanette Kuehner     Arts Center 
This class will cover cutting basic shapes from 
glass then soldering and copper foiling joints to 
create a snowman, holiday cat or reindeer.        
$45 members, $65 not-yet-members                 
$7 materials fee 
 

CREATIVE MENDING 
Saturday, November 9              10 am - 2 pm         
Instructor: Pat Jackson             Arts Center 
Creative mending is the practice of repairing dam-
age—a tear, a stain or a hole—to an item in which  
the repair is visible and becomes a decorative as-
pect. Popular methods of visible mending include 
embroidery, weaving, applique and shasiko 
(Japanese stitching). $45 members, $65 not-yet-
members $7materials fee 

FALL PLEIN AIR  
Friday & Saturday, Oct 4 & 5        9:30 am - 4 pm 
Instructor: Kevin Feary           various locations  
In this workshop, we will enjoy autumn views while 
we paint in the outdoors, looking for opportunities to 
exploit all the different colors that October has to 
offer. We will explore all aspects of plein air painting 
through demonstrations, hands on work and plenty 
of individual attention. $150 members, $190 not-
yet-members 
 

BEGINNING STAINED GLASS  
Saturday, October 5                    10 am - 2 pm         
Instructor: Jeanette Kuehner     Arts Center 
This class will cover cutting basic shapes from 
glass then soldering and copper foiling joints to cre-
ate a beehive, quilt square, spider or bat. $45 
members, $65 not-yet-members $7 materials fee 
 

FOLK ART CARVING  
Saturday, October 19                    10 am – noon  
Instructor: Craig Sandberg         Arts Center 
From figurines to napkin holders to plates and 
spoons, explore wood carving with Craig.  Projects 
range from simple to more complex for those with 
more experience.  Or, if you have a project you’re 
working on, just come and carve with others! A 
great class for carvers of all ages and levels of ex-
pertise.  $20 members, $30 not-yet-members 
 

GETTING READY FOR THE              
HOLIDAYS CERAMICS 
Saturdays, October 19 & 26           9 am – 1 pm  
Instructor: Faith Benedict     Fire Works Pottery 
Join potter Faith Benedict in 
her studio at 1554 Baker Rd. 
Penn Yan for 4 hours of 
hand building in clay to cre-
ate a decoration, gift or per-
sonal item you’d enjoy hav-
ing. You will make your ce-
ramic piece(s) on Oct 19th 
and the following Saturday 
glaze your piece(s) giving 
them their final personality. 
The class is for beginners to 
advanced students. Come 
join us for a fun and creative workshop in clay!  $80 
members, $96 not-yet-members,  $25 supply fee 

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS 

ASK US ABOUT SPECIAL PRICING FOR 
STUDENTS AND/OR YOUNG ADULTS       

INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING 

AND 

COMING 

SOON 

Take Classes? Save Money! 

BECOME AN                 

ARTS CENTER MEMBER 

Memberships start at $30 and are 

good for an entire year.  

Sign up online or at the Arts Center and  

support the arts in Yates County. 
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HOME (continued from page 1) 

using primarily volunteer labor. But more than cosmetic 
changes were needed.  

 “It became pretty obvious 
that the new Center was 
going to take a lot longer 
and cost more than origi-
nally anticipated,” says  
Executive Director Kris 
Pearson, who came on 
board as the project was 
getting underway in 2011. 
She’s quick to say that 
while she “knew nothing 
about art,” her background 
in rural community devel-
opment and nonprofit 
fundraising proved helpful 
to the organization at that 
juncture. 

 Architect Robert Wolfe of 
Honeoye Falls came up with a sensitive, doable plan, but 
when the project went out for bids, it came in well be-
yond budget. The Board went back to the drawing 
board, made some tweaks and ultimately hired Paul 
Brown of Dundee as the contractor. 

 Volunteers did much of the initial demolition work.        
Robert “Flick” Flickinger, a retired Corning Inc. executive, 
gathered a group of hardy men (dubbed the “Advil Bri-
gade”) as demolition squad. Flick stayed with the pro-
ject, serving as “clerk of the works” – project manager  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and liaison.    

As is typical with old buildings, the project took some 
unexpected turns. When part of the roof was removed, 
the back wall collapsed. The hot water heating system 
needed to be replaced and air-conditioning installed. But 
overall, “it went really smoothly,” says Pearson. 

 The work took just a bit more than six months and cost 
less than $350,000. The impressive building includes the 

beautiful Flick Gallery, named in honor of Robert Flick-
inger, who tragically died in a bicycle accident shortly 
after the work was done. Upstairs is the Rosenfeld Stu-

dio, supported by a grant 
from the Rosenfeld family. 
This busy facility is where 
most of the Center’s work-
shops take place. 

 “We paid attention to what 
would look really nice but 
be really practical,” says 
Pearson. For instance, in-
stead of hardwood floors, 
they chose look-alike vinyl 
planking that is easier to 
maintain. Gallery walls are 
covered in acoustical      
carpeting over plywood, 
eliminating the need to 
repair and repaint drywall 
when exhibits change. The 

elevator shaft was incorporated into the renovation, 
although the elevator came later, with additional fund-
raising. The facility is now fully accessible. 

 And the ancient bank vault became a display area for 
jewelry with cabinets made by local artisan Tom Scott. 
“We love the vault,” says Murrin. 

 “The vault door is a piece of art,” says Pearson. “It  
really sets us apart.” 

 All the effort has paid dividends. Sales jumped from 
$20,000 to $80,000 the first year and the number of  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

visitors went from fewer than 2,000 annually to 8,000 
to 10,000. COVID had a negative impact, but the      
recovery from those years has been steady. 

 “Coming to Main Street helped change the nature of 
the organization,” Pearson notes. “It gave art a place in 
this community.”  

— Kathy Lindsley 

The Board of Directors at the Arts Center’s grand             

opening on June 22, 2012 
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ART AROUND THE AREA 

FREE TALK  
on Oaxaca, Mexico’s  

Day of the Dead Celebration 
 

given by photographer Denis Defibaugh    
 

Friday, October 11  
from 4 - 5 pm at the Arts Center 

 

Copies of Denis’ book Day of the Dead will be available 

Look for Arts Center artists 
around the area: 

 

Look for Kris Gariepy’s work at the Evelyn Peeler 
Peacock Gallery at the Arts Council of the South-
ern Finger Lakes in Corning.  

Sandy Cook has work at the Franklin Street       
Gallery in Watkins Glen and the Artist Lounge in 
Seneca Falls. 

Fran Bliek has a painting in an exhibit titled "Mix It 
Up" at the Mill Art Center & Gallery in Honeoye 
Falls and two paintings accepted into the Pittsford 
Fine Art Gallery’s 2024 Open Juried Show.  

Pat Jackson will have work in the Arts Council of 
the Southern Finger Lakes' Member Show. 

Barb Rathbun has work at Artizann’s in Naples 
and The Cheshire Union in Canandaigua. 

Linda Ludwig has two paintings in the Buffalo   
Society of Artists (BSA) 2024 catalog exhibition.  

Helga Poreda’s work can be seen at the Franklin 
Street Gallery and Gift Shop in Watkins Glen and 
at the Artist Lounge in Seneca Falls. 

Roberta Nelson has work in the ArtWorks Gallery 
in Seneca Falls.  

One of Carol Kuehn’s pieces has been accepted 
into the Pittsford Fine Art 2024 Juried Show. 

Nancy Lane has a solo show, entitled Land, Lakes 
& Light, running through the end of September in 
the Rusty Brundage Memorial Art Gallery at The 
Cheshire Union in Canandaigua, NY. 

Bob Gillespie has published a 138 page coffee 
table soft cover book of his work with reflections on 
the creative process, a History of American Road 
Racing “sampler”, 85 paintings, 25 drawings, and 
four  murals. Bob also has work at the Franklin 
Street Gallery in Watkins Glen. 

The Penn Yan Art Guild meets on the third Monday of 
each month from April through October at the Arts Cen-
ter. Upcoming demonstrations : 
 

Monday, September 16, 6:30 pm - Lisa Sebelle of 
Corning, techniques in watercolor landscape  
 

Monday, October 21, 1 pm - Julie Gratien, mixed 
media flower and garden painting 

 

Anyone interested in taking part in this year’s  annual 
mini ornaments fundraiser can pick up mini-canvases at 

the Arts Center! 

Visit our website: www.pennyanartguild.org                     
for more information. 

The Dove Block Project 
465 Exchange St, Geneva 

 

Sunday Cinema: Saving Banksy   
Sunday, September 8, 1 pm 

Viva Geneva!                                            
Sunday, September 15, 1-5 pm 

The Art of Poetry: Open Mic                     
Sunday, September 29, 1-3 pm 

Short Film Festival,                                

Sunday, Oct 13, Noon-4 pm 

For more information visit 

www.thedoveblockproject.org  

NAVAJO WEAVING  
A four-day workshop exploring tradition and 

technique with Marilou Schultz 

October 9-12 

At the Rochester Folk Art Guild 
1445 Upper Hill Road, Middlesex, NY  

 

For more information visit 

www.folkartguild.com 



Arts Center of Yates County 

127 Main Street 

Penn Yan, NY 14527 
Hours 

Tuesday-Saturday 10:00-5:00 

315-536-8226 

  E-mail: artscenteryates@gmail.com 

www.ArtsCenterYatesCounty.org 

Arts Center of Yates County programs are made possible 

in part by the New York State Council on the Arts with the 

support of Governor Kathy Hochul and the New York State 

Legislature.   

Support the Businesses That Support  

the Arts Center! 

Lattimore Physical Therapy* 

Lake Affect Media 

Lyons National Bank* 

The Main Deck* 

Marble’s Automotive/Marble’s Glass* 

Mark’s Pizzeria* 

Morgan’s Grocery 

Parker’s Grill* 

Penn Yan Plumbing & Heating* 

Pinckney Hardware* 

Seneca Farms 

Seneca Lake Duck Hunters Association 

JL Sisson Construction 

ServU Credit Union* 

Sommerville Pottery 

Steve Shannon Tire Company* 

Stork Insurance*  

The Birkett Mills/Carey’s Lumber* 

Vine Valley Rustics* 

AK Climate Controlled Storage*  

Aubergine B&B 

Bank of the Finger Lakes 

Barrington Cellars 

Coach and Equipment* 

The Chronicle Express* 

Climbing Bines Craft Ales* 

Community Bank* 

Country Comforts B&B 

Covert Security* 

Douglas B. Miles Agency 

Eastlake Consulting 

Empire Communications* 

Ferro Corporation 

Fireworks Foundry 

Greenidge* 

Howard Hanna Lake Group Realty* 

Keuka Spring Vineyards* 

Knapp & Schlappi Lumber* 

* Keuka Arts 

Festival   

sponsors 


