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ART IS: EVERYWHERE 

This year Perspectives is exploring the 
question “What is Art?” This is the final 

article in that series.  

We began 2025 asking the question 
"What is ART anyway?" Throughout this 
past year, we offered up various an-
swers including the ideas of a few fa-
mous artists, the opin-
ions of some philoso-
phers and suggestions 
from other peo-
ple.  And while we 
may not have provided 
you with an absolute, 
definitive answer, we 
can say it appears that 
art encompasses many 
things and can be 
found almost every-
where. 

Yes, art includes those 
things that we typical-
ly think of as "Art with 
a capital A": painting, 
sculpture, music, poetry, writing, drama, 
dance and architecture. We enjoy it and 
are inspired by it.  Art also includes the 
decorative arts, applied arts and design, 
which produce objects that are both 
beautiful and functional.  But art is actu-
ally more than either of those -- more 
than what we see in galleries and muse-
ums, more than what we see and hear in 
theaters and more than what we read in 
libraries.  

Art is the process of creation as well as 
the product that is created. It is spark of 
inspiration and the implementation of 

 
 

WHAT’S INSIDE? 
 

Upcoming Exhibits 
Pages 3 & 4 

 
 

Meet the Artist &  
Volunteers of the 

Year  
Pages 5 & 8 

Workshops 
Pages 6 & 7 

 

that idea. Which of our ancestors was in-
spired to add that unnecessary, nonfunc-
tional element to a tool or item of cloth-
ing? Who was the first to think to paint 
images on a wall of rock or to carve 
patterns into a stone? We will never know 
who those individuals were, but we know 

they existed because we 
can still see what they cre-
ated. 

Art is also a reflection of 
both the artist and the soci-
ety within which that artist 
resides. An artist's own val-
ues and ideas are often 
apparent in his or her fin-
ished works.  At the same 
time, society's shared val-
ues and social mores are 
often evident as well. How 
much have we learned 
about ancient cultures 
from scenes carved in rock 
or displayed in painted 

frescoes? Even over centuries, art utilizes 
our shared histories, experiences and val-
ues to tell stories we can understand. 

Art allows artists to express themselves 
and communicate with others thru various 
means. Art can be used tell a story, to 
share information, to promote an idea or 
to evoke emotions like joy, fear, anger and 
sadness - all with or without words. Today 
art is actually an integral part our life ex-
perience. 

And we humans are apparently designed 
to be creative.  (Continued on page 8) 

 

Beam Dance by Don Sottile 
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Arts Center 
 Board Members: 

 

Class of 2025 
Daryl Davis 

Caryl Flickinger 
Pat Jackson 
Carol Kuehn 

Anita Maroscher 
Marianne Martin 

 

Class of 2026 
Toni Johnson 

Crissy McGinness 
Karen Reed 
Karen Morris 

Diane Stratton-Smith 
Don Zelazny 

 
Class of 2027 
Linda Haley 

 

Officers 
Toni Johnson, Pres. 

Vice Pres. 
Anita Maroscher, Treas. 

Karen Morris, Sec. 
 

Executive Director 
Kris Pearson 

 

Mission: 
 

The Arts Center’s     
mission is to enrich the 
quality of life of Finger 

Lakes residents, artists, 
and visitors by providing  
opportunities for active  
participation in the arts. 

 

To this end we plan,  
promote, and develop  

art exhibits and  
workshops; coordinate, 
schedule, and publicize 
art-related events; and 
develop and maintain 
physical facilities for 

these purposes. 
 

Volunteer 
Opportunities: 

 

Interested in volunteering 
at the Arts Center?    

Volunteers serve as 
docents in the Flick  

Gallery, help hang art-
work for shows, prepare 
food for exhibit openings, 
help in various capacities 
with fundraising events 
throughout the year and 

serve on a variety of 
committees.  

We welcome your help 
with any of the Arts  
Center’s activities! 

Contact Kris Pearson at 
artscen-

teryates@gmail.com or 
volunteer scheduler  

Marc Race at 
marcrace08@gmail.com.  

ing interest in more    
abstract art. Rockwell’s 
response to criticism that 
his art “idealized modern 
life” was simply “I paint 
life as I would like it to 
be.”   
 

Although Freedom from Want was sometimes 
panned for portraying an undeniably abun-
dant holiday table at a time when abundance 
was the exception rather than the rule, I find 
the joy and humor in the painting (whose fig-
ures are modeled on Rockwell’s family and 
friends) to be its strongest feature. To me 
there is a palpable sense of happiness in being 
together, in sharing a meal, in being grateful.  
Because of this, I’ll come down on the side of 
this (and other Rockwell paintings) as true 
art—a creative expression that encourages 
individual and shared response. 
 

At the Arts Center we’re thankful for all the 
creative expression evident in our exhibits 
and created in our workshops .  We’d love to 
share that with you!  You’re always welcome 
here.                                             — Kris Pearson 

 

Amidst the myriad memories of family 
Thanksgivings that swirl through my head at 
this time of year, the primary image that 
always comes to the forefront is Norman 
Rockwell’s iconic painting Freedom from 
Want.  
 

Inspired by President Franklin Roosevelt’s 
1941 State of the Union speech that identi-
fied essential human rights—freedom of 
speech and of worship and freedom from 
want and fear— Rockwell’s paintings  of 
“the freedoms” were published in the Satur-
day Evening Post, illustrating four different 
essays by great thinkers of the day. They 
were used to sell war bonds and became his 
most widely  recognized and displayed 
works. 
 

In spite of their popularity (or perhaps, in 
part because of it?)  Rockwell’s paintings did 
not, at the time, rise to the level of “fine 
art” in many critics’ eyes.  Rockwell was  
often derided as a mere illustrator, who 
simply created work for mass reproduction, 
albeit often with a “painterly style.”  His           
realistic style was “out of step” with a grow-

From the Executive Director 

IN THE NEW YEAR 

Artists can also apply to be part 
of the 2026 Keuka Arts Festival, 
which will be held along the Out-
let Trail in the historic village of 
Penn Yan on Saturday, June 13 
and Sunday, June 14, 2026.  The 
Festival is open to fine artists 
selling original artwork, vendors 

who create edible or personal products from lo-
cal agricultural produce, and food trucks. The 
Festival will also feature live music on two stages 

throughout the weekend. Artists 
must be juried in to participate in 
the Festival. Find the Arts Festival 
applications at 
www.keukaartsfestival.com.  Ap-
ply by  April 12 in order to ensure 
your business is included in the 
Festival brochure.  
 

Interested artists can ap-
ply for one of two artist 
residencies at Sunny 
Point in 2026.  The resi-
dencies, which are award-
ed to one artist each 
“session” on a competi-
tive basis, will be held 
from Saturday, June 27 to Monday, July 6, 
2026 and from Saturday, September 5 to 
Monday, September 14, 2026. Artists stay 
at the cottage at Sunny Point and have use 
of the red barn studio and 
other facilities. The resi-
dency application will be 
available online at          
artscenteryatescounty.org  
after the first of the year.   

Applications are due by 
May 4, 2026.  
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Holiday shopping has never been easier, more afforda-
ble and more fun than it is at the Arts Center of Yates 
County this year! There’s something for everyone on 
your list, from loved ones far and near to hosts and 
helpers and Secret Santas, all handmade by creative and 
talented local artisans.  

In addition to the perennial favorites 
— hand-painted miniature canvas or-
naments created by members of the 
Penn Yan Art Guild, the myriad of 
festive décor created by Edie DeVoe 
and Diana D’Ingianni’s popular grape-
vine wreaths and stars — the Arts 
Center is pleased to welcome a host 
of new items created by talented 
artists from around the region. 

Richard Birkett’s “Fantasy Clocks” are 
familiar to patrons of the Keuka Arts 
Festival for the last two years.  This 
is the first time his unique timepiec-
es have been available in the Arts 
Center and they’re proving to be a 
real focal point for browsers.  

Wendy Annal’s digital wildlife prints 
and Aubrey Hill’s vintage Yates 
County block prints both make unu-
sual and wonderful gifts as do the 

unique metal sculptures created by 
Matthew Fauck, which can be used 
indoors or out-of-doors.  

Sylvia Papperman’s paper sculptures 
are definitely indoor artwork.  Creat-
ed from recycled books, they’re bold 
and unique — truly one of a kind.  But 
for those who are out and about, a 
hand-painted designer jacket by Jo-
anne Wilson for the “fashion for-
ward” is a lovely find. 

For something small and sparkly, 
jewelry by Ann Niver, Lauren Hol-
lesen of By the Water Designs and 

CELEBRATION 
Mary Ketchem are fun and 
affordable and reflect a range of 
designs and tastes.  

Paintings, photographs and 
prints from our talented exhib-
iting artists are a perfect addition 
to any household and sure to 
spark holiday memories for years 
to come. 

Unsure what to buy?  The Arts 
Center also offers gift certifi-
cates, which can be used for merchandise, creative 
workshops throughout the year or a year’s member-
ship.  

The Arts Center’s annual holiday 
card assortment features ten 
original works by local artists in 
two sizes. Personalized cards can 
be special ordered—or bring your 
original artwork to the Arts Cen-
ter and let us print cards for you, 
to send to friends or to use as 
gifts! 

Whoever’s on 
your list, 
you’re sure to 

find something for them at the 
Arts Center’s Celebration show, 
which will be on exhibit through 
the end of the year.  Stop by and 
see what’s on display! 

 

CELEBRATION ARTWORK WILL BE ON DISPLAY 

 THROUGH SATURDAY, JANUARY 2, 2026 

Fantasy Clock by 

Richard Birkett 

Sea Glass           

Earrings by           

Lauren Hollesen 

Sculpture by Sylvia 

Papperman 

Jacket                

by Joanne Wilson 

Holiday Décor by 

Edie DeVoe 

Cardinal Prints by Wendy Annal 

Iron Work              

by Matthew Fauck 
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    INTERLUDE 
January 6—February 28 

Featuring Michael Collins, Joyce Hunt, Carolyn Scroggins           
& Don Sottile 

Opening reception, Sunday, January 11, 3-5 pm 
 

LOOKING OUT MY WINDOW 
March 3—April 18 

Featuring Victoria Brzustowicz and Pat Bacon 
Opening reception Sunday, March 8, 3-5 pm 

 

YATES COUNTY STUDENT SHOW 
                     April 21—May 2 
Featuring the work of middle and high school 

students from Penn Yan, Dundee and                                           
Marcus Whitman school districts 

Opening reception, Friday, April 24, 5-7 pm 
 

                   ALMOST SUMMER 
                         May 5—June 20 
                 Featuring the art of the                                                                        

             Arena Art Group of Penfield, NY 
Opening reception Friday, May 9, 5-7 pm 

 

                       ART IN THE FINGER LAKES 
June 23—August 8 

Featuring the work of Artist of the Year Helga Poreda  
 Lifetime Achievement Award winner Janis Long  

and Lawrence Keefe 
Opening reception Friday, June 26, 5-7 pm 

 

NATIONAL JURIED SHOW—10TH ANNIVERSARY 
August 11—September 19  

Featuring work by artists around the country                           
juried by Steph Mouw 

Opening reception Friday, August 14, 5-7 pm 
 

PENN YAN ART GUILD SHOW                                                         
WHEN SHAPES COME TOGETHER 

September 22 - October 31 
Featuring the art created by members of the Penn Yan Art Guild 

Opening reception Friday, September 25, 5-7 pm 
 

CELEBRATE THE SEASON—IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE 
November 3—January 2, 2027 

Unique, affordable gifts for everyone on your list! 
Opening reception Sunday, November 8, 3-5 pm 

2026 EXHIBIT SCHEDULE 

Marshland               

by Carolyn Scroggins 

Spring Walk             
by Elizabeth Strouth 

1st Place 2025 
Juried Show 

On the Outlet                           

by Helga Poreda 

Summer Island by 

Victoria Brzustowicz 

Tic Tac Toast by Myleigh                   

Pendleton, Marcus Whitman Emerging 3                           

by Robin McCondichie            

of Arena Art Group 

Making Plans by 

Eileen Correll 

Earrings            

by Mary Ketchem 
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 The Arts Center’s Artist of the Year award was estab-
lished to celebrate that combination of artistic talent 
and active participation that keeps the Arts Center 
moving forward. The Board of Directors is pleased to 
recognize Helga Poreda as the 2025 Artist of the 
Year.   

Helga and her husband retired to the Finger Lakes 
region in 2002 and she became involved with the 
Arts Center shortly thereafter.  For almost 25 years 
Helga has been showing and selling her paintings at 

the Center, taking clas-
ses, serving on com-
mittees and sharing her 
work in a variety of 
fundraising activities.  
Helga has also been ac-
tive in the Penn Yan Art 
Guild over the years. 
She particularly appreci-
ates the many friends  
she has made through 
her arts activities.  

Helga says “My favorite medi-
um is watercolor and I espe-
cially like painting animals and 
landscapes.”  

Helga’s images are always 
popular and are often chosen 
for the annual holiday card  
assortments. Helga is an active member of the 

“hanging gang,” volunteers 
who put up each exhibit.  

As Artist of the Year, Helga’s 
work will be featured in the 
annual “Art of the Finger 
Lakes” exhibit in July. One of 
her paintings will also be used 
as the basis for the 2026 Keu-
ka Arts Festival poster.  

The Arts Center Board of di-
rectors is excited to honor 
Helga and her wonderful  
work.  

Lifetime Achievement Award 

 Janis Long - Jeweler Extraordinaire 

Meet the Artist of the Year 

Helga Poreda 

At this year’s Annual Meeting and Open House, the 
Arts Center Board of Directors recognized more than 
a decade of contributions by artist and volunteer 
Janis Long, whose support has been so integral to 
the growth and continuing success of the organiza-
tion.  

A native of Ontario, Canada, Janis started her jewelry 
business while living in Pennsylvania. She and her 
family started vacationing in our region in the 1990s 
(renting the “white cottage” at Sunny Point from An-

nie Smith!). In 2008 Janis and 
her husband bought a seasonal 
property on Keuka Lake and  
retired here full-time in 2014.  

Janis sold her unique and pop-
ular jewelry at the Arts Center, 
and, at various times, served 
as a board and committee 

member, a workshop instruc-
tor and the Arts Center’s top 
volunteer events coordina-
tor/organizer.  In 2014 she 
was selected as the Arts Cen-
ter’s Volunteer of the Year.  

Janis’ jewelry  has morphed 
and changed through the years, including hand-worked 
metal and metal wire,  recycled tin, “found objects” 
and polymer clay. Regardless of the medium used, her 
jewelry is recognizable for its grace and whimsy.  

Since her move back to Pennsylvania a few years ago 
Janis has been sorely missed (though we’re grateful to 
still have her jewelry on hand to sell)! Her work as an 
artist and as a volunteer has had a profound impact on 
the Arts Center over the last two decades, recognition 
of which led to the decision to celebrate Janis with a 
lifetime achievement award.  

Sunday Morning in Yates 

County by Helga Poreda 

Mama Love                        

by Helga Poreda 
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SCULPTURE CASTING & MOLD-MAKING 
Instructor: Regina Doi         Thurs. December 4        
10am-2pm                                        Arts Center 
This course focuses on the production of plaster 
castings & waste molds– molds which can pro-
duce only a single casting. With instructor guid-
ance, students will create two or one-part plaster 
waste molds of their clay sculpture/3d object & 
pour a plaster casting of their art. Plaster finishing 
& faux metal techniques will complete this intro-
ductory course to sculpture casting & mold-
making. Students of all skill levels wanting to learn 
mold-making are welcome! $40 members, $60 
not-yet-members 
 

CHRISTMAS CROCHET: “FIDGET TOYS” 
Instructor: Irene Worth        Thurs. December 4        
6:30-8pm                                           Arts Center 
Count down the weeks to Christ-
mas with this fun series of cro-
chet classes! Week 1 we will 
learn how to make “fidget toys” 
with yarn & marbles! A great gift 
for kids & adults, or for grandpar-
ents to help with finger mobility. 
This class is suitable for all lev-
els, from first-time-crocheters to 
regular crafters, ages 12+. Sup-
ply fee is $10 & includes yarn & marbles.             
$25 members, $40 not-yet-members 
 

ACRYLIC PAINTING 
Instructor: Steve Duprey  Monday, December 8                 
10am-1pm                                       Arts Center 
This three-hour workshop is appropriate for all lev-
els of skill. Participants will learn the basics of 
brushwork, color mixing, composition, perspective 
and much more. The workshop is a stand-alone 
workshop. Participants will walk away with a com-
pleted painting that they can be proud of. $45 
members, $55 not-yet-members 
 

CHRISTMAS CROCHET: “ORNAMENTS” 
Instructor: Irene Worth     Thurs. December 11            
6:30-8pm                                          Arts Center 
Count down the weeks to Christmas with this fun 

series of crochet classes! Stu-
dents will learn how to crochet 
a different stocking stuffer 
each week. We will learn how 
to make Christmas orna-
ments! Keep it simple or add 
embellishments like ribbons, 
buttons, etc. This class is suit-
able for all levels, from first-
time-crocheters to regular 

crafters, ages 12+. Students have the option to 
bring their own yarn & hooks, or purchase supplies 
from Irene at the start of class. Supply fee is $10 & 
includes yarn & embellishments. Hooks are availa-
ble to borrow. $25 members, $40 not-yet-
members 

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CREATING WITH OILS 
Instructor: Steve Duprey   Thurs. December 17               
10am-1pm                                        Arts Center 
Welcome to this class in oil painting with one of 
our regular instructors, Steve 
Duprey. Steve will demon-
strate and coach the steps for 
creating interesting and lively 
oil paintings. Students will 
learn about various concepts, 
brush techniques, shading & 
blending, & simple concepts 
that are often more complicat-
ed than we think. Steve will 
also go over art basics, such 
as hue, value and chroma. 
Some supplies are available, but students are wel-
come to bring their own. This class is suitable for 
all levels, ages 16+. $45 members, $55 not-yet-
members 
 

CHRISTMAS CROCHET: “COASTERS” 
Instructor: Irene Worth  Thurs. December 18              
6:30-8pm                                         Arts Center 
Count down the weeks to Christmas with this fun 
series of crochet classes! Students will learn how 
to make coasters! Irene will bring mugs for you to 
match your coasters to make a complete gift set. 
This class is suitable for all levels, ages 12+. Sup-
ply fee is $10 and includes yarn and a mug. $25 
members, $40 not-yet-members 
 

ACRYLIC PAINTING 
Instructor: Steve Duprey         Wed. January 7  
10am-1pm                                         Arts Center 

This three-hour workshop is 
appropriate for all levels of 
skill. Participants will learn the 
basics of brushwork, color 
mixing, composition, perspec-
tive and much more. The 
workshop is a stand-alone 
workshop. Participants will 
walk away with a completed 
painting that they can be 
proud of. $45 members, $55 

not-yet-members 
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KEEP IT SIMPLE & STRONG  
A watercolor Plein Air workshop with  in-

ternationally known painter/instructor  
KEIKO TANABE  

Thursday–Saturday, August 20-22, 2026         
9am-5pm                                        various sites 
Join us for this special three day 
plein air workshop with interna-
tional artist, Keiko Tanabe. This 
workshop focuses on develop-
ing an impressionistic approach 
to painting landscape by com-
bining observation with expres-
sive freedom. Learn more at 
www.ktanabefineart.com.  

ENROLLMENT IS LIMITED  
$600 members, $675 not-yet-
members 
 

ART ADVENTURES FOR KIDS 
A four day art camp for kids                    

from 6-11 years old on Keuka Lake 
Monday, July 27 - Thursday, July 30, 2025 
An immersive four day summer program focusing 
on creative expression in its many forms.  Watch 
for more information and applications on our web-
site in late January.  

And...On The Horizon... 

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS 
THE ART OF WINE 
Instructor: Peter Bell         Thurs., January 15              
6:30-8pm                                         Arts Center 
Join us at the Arts Center to learn how various 
local winemakers create their signature products 
and learn how to taste the differences. Peter Bell 
is a distinguished winery consultant and former 
head winemaker at Fox Run Vineyards on Sene-
ca Lake. Must be 21 years old to attend. Enroll-
ment is limited. $20 members, $25 not-yet-
members 
 

LOOMWEAVING: POTHOLDERS &  
BEYOND 
Instructor: Pat Jackson          Sat., January 17               
10am-2pm                                       Arts Center 
Try your hand at loom weav-
ing with a simple project. 
Working on a "peg loom", 
students can make pot hold-
ers, coasters, or turn their 
"square" into a credit card 
holder. All supplies will be 
provided, just bring yourself! 
$40 members, $60 not-yet-
members  
 

CREATING WITH OILS 
Instructor: Steve Duprey Weds. January 21             
10am-1pm                                    Arts Center 
Steve will demonstrate and coach the steps for 

creating interesting & lively oil 
paintings. Students will learn 
about various concepts, brush 
techniques, shading & blend-
ing, & simple concepts that are 
often more complicated than 
we think. Steve will also go 
over art basics, such as hue, 
value & chroma. Some sup-
plies are available, but students 

are welcome to bring their own. This class is 
suitable for all levels, ages 16+. $45 members, 
$55 not-yet-members 
 

STAINED GLASS ON GLASS MOSAICS 

Instructor: Jeanette Kuehner Sat., January 24              
10am-2pm                                        Arts Center 
Join us for this unique class in stained glass 
making. Participants will learn how to adhere 
glass to a wooden frame to create a mirror that 
is a work of art. A materials fee of $7, due to the 
instructor at the start of class. $45 members, 
$65 not-yet-members 

Sign up on our website: www.artscenteryatescounty.org 

ZENTANGLES 

Instructor: Toni Johnson      Wed. January 28              
1-3pm                                               Arts Center 
Whether you are a regular “tangler” or new 
to Zentangle, come & join us 
as we create beautiful pat-
terns. If you can write the let-
ters C, I, O & S you can Zen-
tangle! Directions for a varie-
ty of tangles will be provided. 
If you have attended other 
Zentangle classes, please 
bring your supplies with you. 
If you have not attended a Zentangle class 
at the Art Center, supplies will be provided 
for you.  $20 members, $30 not-yet-
members  

http://www.ktanabefineart.com
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ART IS EVERYWHERE (continued from page 1) 

Creative expression is a natural function of the brain 
and a natural means of communication. As a result, art 
is now used by the medical establishment to treat vari-
ous conditions and diseases.  

So, when you're out and about tomorrow or next week 
- stop, look around and listen. We're pretty sure you'll 
find at least a bit of "Art" or be inspired to create some. 

— Pat Jackson 

Pat Jackson is an artist, an instructor, a volunteer and a  
member of the Arts Center Board of Directors. 

The Norma Pealer Volunteer 
of the Year award recogniz-
es the exceptional dedica-

tion of a volunteer who has provided outstanding sup-
port for the Arts Center. This year, two of our regular 
volunteers put forth exception efforts on behalf of the 
Arts Center and so, the Board of Directors is pleased 
to recognize both  Karen Alden of Penn Yan and Chris 
Mays of Vine Valley as the 2025 Volunteers of the 
Year. 

As one of six children in a military family, Karen Alden 
grew up in a variety of places around the world before 
settling in Oklahoma, where she worked for the Veter-
an’s Association and the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion. After retiring in 2022,  Karen and her daughter 
Jessica moved to Penn Yan to be close to family mem-

bers. She began volunteering at 
the Arts Center shortly thereafter 
and has quickly become a fixture 
at the docent’s desk, covering at 
least one shift each week.  

“I love working at the Arts       
Center,” says Karen. “There are 
so many things happening here 
and I’ve met so many people. It’s 
a happy place.”  

In addition to volunteering at the 
desk, Karen has enjoyed taking 
some of the Center’s creative 
workshops.  She was recently 

selected to join the 
Center’s Board of  
Directors.  Karen’s quiet competence and cheerful will-
ingness to lend a hand whenever extra help is needed 
were key to her recognition as a Volunteer of the Year.  

Chris Mays is a furniture designer with a studio in Mid-
dlesex. He brings his love of 
the outdoors into each of his 
creations. His work combines 
tributes to regional 
“Adirondack rustic” designs 
with more formal elegance.  

Chris’s work was featured at 
the Arts Center in 2023. A 
veteran of a number of out-
door festivals, he quickly 
jumped on board to help with 
the annual Keuka Arts Festi-
val, tackling the work of site 
organization and preparation.  

Chris is modest about the work he puts in throughout 
the year to make the Arts Festival a success.   

“It’s really a team effort,” he says. “Everyone works 
together to address all the details that bring the week-
end together.”  

Chris is easily identifiable at the Festival buzzing about 
the grounds with his canine co-pilot, Meg. Chris’s help 
has been integral to the growth and success of the last 
three Arts Festivals and his contributions are greatly 
appreciated.  

VOLUNTEERS OF 
THE YEAR:                        
CHRIS MAYS &                     
KAREN ALDEN  

Karen at the docent 

desk with Kris 

Pearson 

Chris and Meg on the 

job at the Arts Festival. 
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The Penn Yan Art Guild is an organization of artists that 
works in partnership with the Arts Center of Yates County. 
Currently there are over 70 members representing exper-
tise in many forms of art including: oil, watercolor and 
acrylic painting, fabric art, pottery, mixed media, greeting 
cards and more. All talent levels are welcome. To join, 
visit our website, pennyanartguild.org, for information and 
send a check for $25 to Toni Johnson, P.O. Box 74,    
Bellona, NY 14527.  

Throughout the winter the Guild holds open studio hours 
in the Arts Center’s Rosenfeld Studio. Anyone is welcome 
to come and paint specific fun assignments or work on 
individual projects. Bring your own supplies  Open studios 
are: 

Monday, December 15, 11 am - 1 pm 

Monday, January 5, 11 am - 1 pm 

Monday, January 19, 11 am - 1 pm 

Monday, February 9, 11 am - 1 pm 

Monday, February 23, 11 am - 1 pm  

Monday, March 9, 11 am - 1 pm 

Monday, March 23, 11 am - 1 pm  

ARTS CENTER OF YATES COUNTY  

ART AROUND THE AREA 
Arts Center  Artists’ 

Work around the area 

Dexter and Faith Benedict had an open house at their 
Baker Road studio December 6 from 10 am - 4 pm and 
December 7 from 2 - 4 pm to celebrate Dexter’s latest 
commission: Dr. Elizabeth Gillette, a Boy and his Dog.  
 
 

Dick Kane has a solo show during the month of         
December in the Community Room at the Barnes and 
Noble in Pittsford Place.  
 

Jean Stephens has work at the Mill Art Center & Gal-
lery in Honeyoe Falls. 
 

Karlene VanDeusen has work in the Genesee Valley 
100 fundraiser through December 31, is showing at 
Main Street Arts in Clifton Springs through the end of 
the year and is part of the Rochester Art Club Member’s 
Exhibit at the Pittsford Barnes and Noble. 
  

Linda Ludwig has nine paintings up at the Hammond-
sport library and will be showing two paintings along 
with other Holland Tuesday painters at the East Aurora 
library end of November through December.  
 

Pam Viggiani has work at the 12
th
 Annual Small Works 

at Main Street Arts, the Small Show 2025 at Lumiere in 
Rochester, the Annual Members Exhibition at Roches-
ter Contemporary Art Center and in the Holiday Exhibi-
tion at Mill Art Center and Gallery 

Ginny Deneka was accepted into the juried show at 
State of the Art Gallery in Ithaca.  

Pat Jackson has work at the Arts Council of the South-
ern Finger Lakes and Cheshire Union  

Cherry Rahn is part of Main Street Art Gallery’s small 
works show and has work in the Woman Made Gal-
lery in Chicago, (online at womanmadegallery.org) 

Artist of the Year Helga Poreda is exhibiting at the Art-
ist Lounge in Seneca Falls and at the Franklin Street 
Gallery in Watkins Glen. 

Anne Lahr is in the Dove Block Reflections Exhibition 
that runs through December. 

Fran Bliek has two “Small Works” at the holiday exhibit 
at Mill Arts Center in Honeoye Falls through December. 

Dawn Miranda has a Solo Show at Wayne County 
Council of the Arts (Newark) through the end of Decem-
ber and pieces in the Small Works show at Main Street 
Arts and at The Dove Project.  

Art Classes for                

Homeschool Students 

Thanks to a generous grant from the Lisk Morris Founda-

tion of Clifton Springs, the Arts Center is offering art clas-

ses to area students ages 10 to 17 who are currently being 

homeschooled.  

There will be four five-week sessions in 2026, each with a 

different focus. Classes will be held on Tuesdays from 1 - 

2:30 pm at the Arts Center. All supplies will be provided. 

The cost per session is $50/student, with a discount to $35/

session if more than one student per family signs up or if 

students enroll in more than one session. Sessions run from 

January 6 to February 10, from February 24 to March 24, 

from April 7 to May 5 and from May 12 to June 9. For more 

information contact Irene at workshopsacyc@gmail.com. 

THANKS 

To everyone who contributed to 
our annual appeal and                 

participated in our other holiday 
fundraisers! 

ASK US 
About becoming a sponsor for the 2026 Keuka Arts 

Festival!  



Arts Center of Yates County 

127 Main Street 

Penn Yan, NY 14527 
Hours 

Open  Tuesday-Saturday 10:00-5:00 

 315-536-8226 

  E-mail: artscenteryates@gmail.com 

www.ArtsCenterYatesCounty.org 

Arts Center of Yates County programs are made possible 

in part by the New York State Council on the Arts with the 

support of Governor Kathy Hochul and the New York State 

Legislature.   

Support the Businesses That Support  

the Arts Center! 

Keuka Spring Vineyards* 
Knapp & Schlappi Lumber* 

Lake Affect Media 
Leaffilter* 

Lyons National Bank* 
Marble’s Automotive/Marble’s Glass* 

Morgan’s Grocery 
Parker’s Grill* 

Penn Yan Supply* 
Pinckney Hardware* 

Seneca Farms 
Seneca Lake Duck Hunters Association 

JL Sisson Construction 
ServU Credit Union* 

Steve Shannon Tire Company* 
Stork Insurance*  

The Birkett Mills/Carey’s Lumber* 
Vine Valley Rustics* 

Water Street Wines and Spirits 
 

AK Climate Controlled Storage*  
Aubergine B&B 

Bank of the Finger Lakes 
Barrington Cellars 
Big Mamou Farm* 

Bully Hill Vineyards 
Casa Mezcal Reserva* 
Coach and Equipment* 
The Chronicle-Express* 

Climbing Bines Craft Ales* 
Community Bank* 

Country Comforts B&B 
Covert Security* 

Douglas B. Miles Agency 
Empire Communications 

Ferro Corporation 
Fireworks Foundry 

Greenidge* 
HEP Sales & Lumber* 

Howard Hanna Lake Group Realty* 

* Keuka Arts 

Festival   

sponsors 


