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ENRICHING LIVES                       
IN OUR COMMUNITY 

For several years now, we have identi-
fied an annual theme for Perspectives, 
including local arts and crafts, the histo-
ry of the Arts Center and how we define 
"art." In 2026 we will focus on how the 
Arts Center interacts 
with our local com-
munity — the people, 
the businesses, insti-
tutions and visitors to 
Yates County. 

The Arts Center's stat-
ed mission is to enrich 
the lives of the resi-
dents and artists of 
Yates County, as well 
as the lives of  visitors 
to the area, by provid-
ing opportunities to actively engage with 
the arts. These opportunities include, 
but are not limited to, maintaining a gal-
lery where artists are able to exhibit and 
sell their artwork, offering a variety of 
creative workshops and classes to peo-
ple of differing ages and experience, or-
ganizing art-related events and recogniz-
ing the efforts of artists and art organiza-
tions in the region.  

Reaching local artists is actually easy. 
Most find the Arts Center on their own, 
through other artists or through events 
that we sponsor, like the Keuka Arts Fes-
tival. Many exhibit their artwork at our 
gallery or take classes offered by the Art 
Center. A few even teach some of those 
classes. And a number of those local 
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artists regularly volunteer at the Center. 

Making other people — local residents and 
visitors to our area — aware of the oppor-
tunities we offer is, however, integral to 

achieving our broader 
mission. Outreach is 
now a large part of our 
efforts to reach people 
in our community. We 
have not only expanded 
our social media pres-
ence in recent years, but 
we have also partnered 
with local communities, 
schools, businesses and 

other organizations. 
Partnering with these 
other entities allows the 

Arts Center to interact with members of 
our community that we might not other-
wise reach.  

For example, every year, we work with art 
teachers from local schools to host an ex-
hibit of their students' artwork. For most of 
these students, it is the first time they have 
seen their artwork publicly displayed.  Last 
summer, we helped the local Community 
Center to offer creative activities for chil-
dren. Similarly, our "Art of Wine" series not 
only supports local businesses, but attracts 
a very different group of Yates County resi-
dents and visitors to our gallery.  And, of 
course, there's always the Keuka Arts Festi-
val which supports our local artists, crafts-
people and musicians while attracting visi-
tors to Yates County. (continued on page 2) 

We’re here, in the heart                           

of downtown Penn Yan! 
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Arts Center 
 Board Members: 

 

Class of 2026 

Anita Maroscher 

Karen Morris 
 

Class of 2027 

Linda Haley 

Pat Jackson 

Carol Kuehn 

Marianne Martin 

Don Zelazny 
 

Class of 2028 

Karen Alden 

Toni Johnson 

Crissy McGinness 

Kate Moore-Mueller 

Karen Reed 

Diane Stratton-Smith 
 

 

Officers 
Toni Johnson, Pres. 

Carol Kuehn,Vice Pres. 
Anita Maroscher, Treas. 

Linda Haley, Sec. 
 

Executive Director 
Kris Pearson 

 

Mission: 
 

The Arts Center’s     
mission is to enrich the 
quality of life of Finger 

Lakes residents, artists, 
and visitors by providing  
opportunities for active  
participation in the arts. 

 

To this end we plan,  
promote, and develop  

art exhibits and  
workshops; coordinate, 
schedule, and publicize 
art-related events; and 
develop and maintain 
physical facilities for 

these purposes. 
 

Volunteer 
Opportunities: 

 

Interested in volunteering 
at the Arts Center?    

Volunteers serve as 
docents in the Flick  

Gallery, help hang art-
work for shows, prepare 
food for exhibit openings, 
help in various capacities 
with fundraising events 
throughout the year and 

serve on a variety of 
committees.  

We welcome your help 
with any of the Arts  
Center’s activities! 

Contact  Kris Pearson at 
artscenteryates@gmail 
or volunteer scheduler 

Marc Race at 
marcrace08@gmail.com.  

turies of bitter winter cold. Sewing, weaving, 
carving, painting are all part of traditional 
crafting. 
 

The Arts Center is taking a page from that his-
toric book and offering opportunities to try 
some time-tested remedies to winter bore-
dom. We have workshops, open studio time 
and, of course, the chance to come in, warm 
up and  take some time to  check out the wide 
array of work created by our many talented 
exhibiting artists. The Interlude exhibit, which 
runs through February, is focused on the idea 
of “wellness” so you may find that some of 
the work not only is the outgrowth of the 
artists’ sense of hygge—but they may also be 
depicting places or things that create that 
feeling for them—and perhaps you as well.  
 

Come see if you can develop a sense of hygge 
by visiting the Arts Center!  Whether it’s to 
take a workshop, try your hand at a tradition-
al Scandinavian craft, enjoy the artwork or pet 
the dog - you’re always welcome here. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

—Kris Pearson, Executive Director 

The Danes have a word for an antidote to 
winter blues—“hygge.”  According to Merri-
am-Webster, hygge is defined as “a cozy qual-
ity that makes a person feel content and com-
fortable” and “invoking or fostering a sense of 
coziness, contentment, and well-being.”  
 

Hygge is  most closely associated with winter 
- warm blankets, cozy fires, cups of hot choc-
olate, a good book and a familiar movie or 
favorite music.  Establishing that sense of co-
zy comfort is a great way to while away what 
are often cold and gloomy winter days.   
 

As we noted in last year’s 
Perspectives’ articles, 
being involved with art 
can also trigger that con-
tented feeling of well-
being.  As Arts Center 
instructor and volunteer 
Craig Sandberg likes to 
point out, most of the 

Scandinavian crafts he likes to share are the 
product of  long winter days over literally cen-

From the Executive Director 

 

VOLUNTEER AT THE 
ARTS CENTER! 

Opportunities abound for         
anyone interested in showing 

their support for the arts. 

• Become a docent - once a 
week, once or twice a 
month...welcome visitors to the 

Arts Center and help with sales and sign-up. 
• Assist at an event - help at exhibit hangings and 

openings or events like the Sunny Point Pig Roast 
or Ice Cream Social and other special events. 

• Support the Keuka Arts Festival - help with plan-
ning, site preparation, set up, clean up and during 
the Festival support for visitors and artists. 

• Join one (or more) of our committees - Communi-
cations, Exhibits, Fund Development, Keuka Arts 
Festival, Sunny Point or Workshops. 

• Become a member and show your support for the 
arts in Yates County!   

ENRICHING LIVES 
(continued from page 1) 

We also encourage our members 
and friends to be our 
"ambassadors" — to follow the 
Arts Center on Facebook and    
Instagram and to share infor-
mation regarding our exhibits, 
classes and events with their 
friends.  Becoming a member high-
lights community support. Sharing 
Perspectives is another way to 
help the Arts Center achieve its 
mission ... just forward issues to 
friends who might be interested in 
taking a class or in seeing an up-
coming exhibit.  

Thank you for helping us fulfill our 
mission! 

—Pat Jackson 

Pat Jackson is an artist, an instructor, 
a volunteer and a Board member at 
the Arts Center 
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After the rush of the holidays comes the opportunity to 
relax and decompress. While winter weather and short-
er days may trigger an urge to hibernate for the first 
months of the year, the Arts Center offers alternatives 
that will lift spirits and help generate an inner glow. 

The 2026 exhibit schedule kicks off with the annual    
Interlude show, which this year focuses on “wellness” - 
a recognition that creating art (and interacting with it) 
has mental and physical benefits. Perhaps fittingly, sev-
eral of the featured artists (including painters Michael  
Collins, Joyce Hunt and  Carolyn Scroggins and sculptors 
Don Sottile and Regina Doi) have backgrounds in health 
care. 

Michael Collins is a retired physi-
cian who has been painting seri-
ously since 2022. 

“I started with plein air land-
scapes, and have now added still 
life efforts and hopefully figures in 
the future, “ says Michael. “Now 
that I am retired, I am devoting 
more time to improving my art 
skills and sensibilities.” 

Regina Doi is a recent transplant to the area, dividing 
her time between her art school in coastal Alabama, 
Saratoga, NY and the Finger Lakes.  
In addition to being a professional 
sculptor, she creates jewelry and 
paints and is an art educator in a 
wide variety of artistic mediums.  

“My art flows from my Eurasian 
culture, a love of animals, and a 
belief in kami or spirit… the no-
tion that all persons, animals, 
places, or things have being,” says 
Regina. 

Joyce Hunt loved to draw and color as a child. But life, 
including raising children and running the family vine-
yard and winery,  superseded any real focus on artistic 
endeavors without quenching her interest in art.        
Although Joyce served on the Arts Center Board dec-
ades ago, she only started exploring her artistic side 
after taking a class in pastel painting a few years ago.  

INTERLUDE—WELLNESS 

OPENING RECEPTION FOR INTERLUDE IS 

SUNDAY, JANUARY  11, 3-5 PM 

There was something about 
the medium that clicked for 
her and she began painting 
regularly with several other 
local pastel painters.  

“My favorite subject is 
landscape painting.  I love 
the beauty and variety of 

nature,” says Joyce. It’s a passion that brings her 
much joy. “Hard work is what I used to do — painting 
is fun!” 

Don Sottile is a well-known regional sculptor with 
public pieces all over western 
New York, including a statue of 
Daniel Penfield in Penfield and a 
sculpture of Abraham Lincoln 
meeting Grace Bedell in 
Westfield. 

 “There is integrity in the human 
form. My figurative art is an exer-
cise in exploring and celebrating 
our humanity” says Don. 
“Recently I have been exploring more abstract works, 
experimenting with the way shape and rhythm and 
color can create an emotional response. “ 

A love of the visual arts extends throughout Carolyn 
Scroggins’ life. Although career choices led to paths 
in nursing and teaching, there were art classes at 
every juncture. Working mostly in 
oil but enjoying all media, Carolyn 
says nature serves as the inspira-
tion for many of her paintings.  

“Landscapes from the Finger Lakes 
region, coastal Maine, the Appala-
chian Mountains in Alabama, to 
the rural splendor of Ontario, Can-
ada are depicted in my work,” 
says Carolyn “as are interesting 
individuals and animals.” 

Come by the Arts Center from Tuesday, January 6 to 
Saturday, February 28 to see the work of these and 
other talented local and regional artists.  It’s well 
worth the time! 

Bluebird                                   

by Michael Collins 

Marshland by             

Carolyn Scroggins 

Waterhorses                 

by Regina Doi 

Don Sottile at work 

Birds by Joyce Hunt 
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number of 
creative 
workshops, the children’s camp, artist retreats and 
community events throughout the summer. Despite 
early season storm damage, hardworking volunteers 
made sure the facility’s opening pig roast in June and 
annual ice cream social in August were both rousing 
successes. Special thanks to Tim McCracken, Weis 
Vineyards, Seneca Farms, potters Monica Sommer-
ville, Kim Cutler, Barb & Eric Havill, Laura Wallace, 
Faith Benedict, Tim  Williams, Stephanie Marshall, the 

Folk Art Guild,  Linda 
LaRock, Jill Volpe and Gini 
Albertalli. 

Austin MacRae of Elmira 
and Renee Schuls-Jacobson 
were chosen as the Arts 
Center’s 2025 Artists in 
Residence, each spending 
ten days creating by the 
lake. Tim Williams once 
again provided lively in-
struction in the pottery  
studio. The Arts Center is 
fortunate to have such a 
unique facility to share with 
the community. 

More than 10,000 visitors 
attended the 2025 Keuka Arts Festival, which included 
100 artists and vendors and live musical performanc-
es throughout the weekend. Roughly half the partici-
pating artists were new to the Festival, which is al-
ways held along the historic Outlet Trail in the Village 
of Penn Yan on the second weekend of June. Special 
thanks to all our sponsors, volunteers, and the Village 
of Penn Yan for contributing to the success the 2025 
Keuka Arts Festival!  

Thanks too to the Rochester Area Community Foun-
dation for an outreach grant that supported a project 
with St. Michael School’s fifth grade and Audra Lins-
ner of Three of Four Design Company to paint a mural 
on the storage shed at the Penn Yan Community Gar-
den as well as ongoing elder art programs in various 
locations around the community. 

 

In 2025 the Arts Center embarked on a new strategic 
plan, celebrating the impact that the arts have on men-
tal, physical and economic wellness for individuals and 
our community as a whole. This new focus is opening 
up many new partnership opportunities and helps en-
sure that the arts are recognized as an integral element 
of community life.   

More than 8,300 people came through the doors of the 
Arts Center in 2025. The Exhibits Committee put on 
eight professional exhibits throughout the year, includ-
ing a national juried show, the annu-
al student show and a “Masterpiece 
Mission” fundraiser, which featured 
more than 100 original 8x8 paintings 
created by artists and community 
members. Our thanks to organizers 
Amy Hoffman and Kristi Pierce and 
everyone who donated their time 
and talent to this very successful 
(and fun!) fundraiser.  

Seven hundred seventy-two people 
participated in 127 creative work-
shops throughout the year, encom-
passing a wide variety of artistic me-
diums including painting, collage, 
pottery, stained glass, Zentangles, 
and felting.  

Internationally popular “paper 
painting” artist Elizabeth St. Hilaire returned during the 
summer and, with support from the James P. Gordon 
Trust, the Arts Center offered a children’s summer art 
camp for a second year in a row. A grant from the Lisk 
Morris Foundation enabled the Center to develop a 
weekly art class for homeschooled students that is run-
ning throughout the entire school year. 

Much of the year’s success with workshops can be 
attributed to the hiring of 
Irene Worth as a part-time 
workshop and events coordi-
nator. Irene has been a ter-
rific addition to the Arts Cen-
ter staff! 

The Arts Center’s seasonal 
lakeside facility, Sunny Point, 
hosted visiting artists, a 

The Year That Was 

2025 ROUND UP 

Our THANKS to all the funders, donors, 
sponsors and members who help        

support our efforts during the year,        
including:                                                

 New York State Council on the Arts, 

Rochester Area Community Foundation,  

James P. Gordon Trust,  

Lisk Morris Foundation, and  

Edward & Verna Gerbic                              
Family Foundation.   

Special thanks to Deb Stevens of Mesa 
Moon Graphics for her work in designing 

postcards, programs, posters and more to 
publicize Arts Center exhibits and events! 
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KIDS ART CAMP 2026 

The Arts Center of Yates County’s 10th Annual Nation-
al Juried Show will be on exhibit from August 11 to 
September 19, 2026 at the Flick Gallery.   

The exhibit, which is limited to 60 pieces of art, has 
grown every year since it was first es-
tablished and has included art from 
more than eight states and three coun-
tries.  

Any artist can submit up to three origi-
nal works of art to be considered for 
inclusion in the show. Artwork is lim-
ited to two-dimensional work including 
paintings in all media, drawings, col-
lage and printmaking. Original work 
created with digital “brushes” and orig-
inal artwork that is digitally manipulat-
ed is also acceptable.  All work must be 
wholly designed and produced by the 
artist, not under supervision.  

Registration for the Juried Show opens 
on April 6, 2026 through the online 
Show Submit website and closes on 
June 29.  Notices of acceptance into the show will go 
out in mid-July and artwork is expected to be at the 
Arts Center of Yates County by August 10. There will 
be a formal exhibit opening and awards reception on 
Wednesday, August 12 from 5-7 pm.  The exhibit runs 

through September 19. 

The juror for the 2026 exhibit is George Van Hook of 
Cambridge, NY.  A familiar figure in the region, Van 
Hook has won honors at many of the plein air festivals 

held in Canandaigua and Geneva in the 
past decade, has taught classes, been a 
featured exhibitor and actively supported 
the Arts Center of Yates County since he 
was chosen to judge the Center’s first 
juried show in 2015.  

Raised in the Philadelphia area of Penn-
sylvania, George began his artistic career 
at an early age, influenced by the Penn-
sylvania impressionists and the 
“Brandywine Tradition” of Howard Pyle 
and the Wyeths.  During high school and 
after college George had the opportunity 
to travel and live in Europe, soaking in 
the artist traditions of France, Italy and 
Holland.  He enjoys plein air painting and 
has a large body of work from the Maine 
coast, the Finger Lakes region and the 

American West.  The Arts Center is pleased to have him 
return as juror for the 2026 exhibit.  

For more information on entering the National Juried 
Show, find the prospectus on the Arts Center website, 
www.artscenteryatescounty.org.  

2026 NATIONAL JURIED SHOW 

Students ages six to eleven years old can spend a week 
immersed in the arts this summer as the Arts Center of 
Yates County once again offers its Art Adventures day 
program. 

The 2026 “camp” will run from 
Monday, July 27 to Thursday, 
July 30 at the Arts Center’s 
seasonal Keuka Lake-side facil-
ity, Sunny Point.  In addition to 
the four full days of arts activi-
ties, there will also be a stu-
dent art exhibition for stu-
dents to share their work from 
the week with family and 
friends on the morning of   
Friday, July 31.  

The Art Adventures program will be limited to 24 partic-
ipants, who will work with professional artists and 
teachers on a wide variety of artistic mediums each 
day.  

Cost for the Art Adventures 
program will be $275 per 
student. Scholarship support 
may be available.  Applica-
tions are expected to be 
available by the end of Janu-
ary at the Arts Center and on 
the Arts Center website.  
Watch our website, Facebook 
and Instagram pages for up-
to-date information on        
program planning. 

2025 Juried Show Winner 

Spring Walk                                 

by Elizabeth Strouth 



Page 6 ARTS CENTER OF YATES COUNTY  VOLUME 53 ISSUE 1  

ACRYLIC PAINTING  
Wednesday, January 7                10 am - 1 pm  
Instructor: Steve Duprey               Arts Center 
Join us for this class in acrylic painting with one of our 

regular instructors, 
Steve Duprey. Par-
ticipants will learn 
the basics of brush-
work, color mixing, 
composition, per-
spective and much 
more. This work-
shop is appropriate 

for all skill levels, ages 16+. Participants will walk away 
with a completed painting that they can be proud of.   
                               $45 members, $55 not-yet-members  
 

THE ART OF WINE  
Thursday, January 8                      6:30 - 8 pm  
Instructor: Peter Bell                     Arts Center 

Join us at the Arts Center to learn how various local 
winemakers create their signature products and how 
to taste the differences. Different winemakers will host 
each session. This week, Peter Bell is our host. Peter is 
the former winemaker of Fox Run Vineyards and has 
extensive wine experience spanning from France to 
New Zealand and the Finger Lakes. Must be 21 years 
old to attend. Enrollment is limited.                               
                                $20 members, $25 not-yet-members 
 

LOOM WEAVING: POTHOLDERS & 
BEYOND  
Saturday, January 17                   10 am - 1 pm  
Instructor: Pat Jackson                 Arts Center 

This loom weaving class lets you explore a number of 
options. Make a traditional 
potholder using knit loops 
and a square loom ... or 
make two or three. Turn a 
potholder into a tiny purse 
for credit cards or a case for 
your phone or reading 
glasses. Skip the loops and 
go "non-traditional" with 
fabric strips, string, ribbon 
or yarn. Add some fabric and make a small tote bag. 
Instructor Pat Jackson will help students explore their 
creativity!            $33 members, $50 not-yet-members 
 
 

CREATING WITH OILS  
Wednesday, January 21                10 am - 1 pm  
Instructor: Steve Duprey                 Arts Center 
Welcome to this class in oil painting with one of our reg-
ular instructors, Steve Duprey. Steve will demonstrate 
and coach the steps for creating interesting and lively oil 
paintings. The focus of this class will be on landscapes 
and still lifes. Students will learn about various concepts, 
brush techniques, shading and blending, and simple con-
cepts that are often more complicated than we think. 
Steve will also go over art basics, such as hue, value and 
chroma. This class is suitable for all levels, ages 16+.                           
                                  $45 members, $55 not-yet-members  
 

STAINED GLASS ON GLASS             
MOSAICS          
Saturday, January 24                     10 am – 2 pm    
Instructor: Jeanette Kuehner           Arts Center 

Join us for this unique class in stained glass making. Par-
ticipants will learn how to adhere glass to a wooden 
frame to create a mirror that is a work of art. Materials 
fee of $7 due to the instructor at the start of class.            
                                   $45 members, $65 not-yet-members 
 

ZENTANGLES  
Wednesday, January 28                       1 - 3 pm   
Instructor: Toni Johnson               Arts Center 

Whether you are a regular “tangler” or new to Zentan-
gle, come and join us as we create 
beautiful patterns. If you can write 
the letters C, I, O and S you can 
Zentangle! Directions for a variety 
of tangles will be provided. If you 
have attended other Zentangle 
classes, please bring your supplies 
with you. If you have not attended 
a Zentangle class at the Arts        
Center, supplies will be provided for you.                              
                                   $20 members, $30 not-yet-members 
 

THE ART OF WINE  
Thursday, January 29                    6:30 - 8 pm  
Instructor: Dan  Bissell                 Arts Center 
Join us at the Arts Center to learn how various local 
winemakers create their signature products and how to 
taste the differences. Different winemakers will host 
each session. This week, Dan Bissell from Keuka Spring 
Vineyard will talk about his experiences and process.  
Must be 21 years old to attend. Enrollment is limited.   
                                  $20 members, $25 not-yet-members 
 

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS 



Page 7 ARTS CENTER OF YATES COUNTY  VOLUME 53 ISSUE 1  

JAPANESE SHASEI & CHARCOAL 
STILL LIFE  
Wednesday, February 4                 10 am - 2 pm  
Instructor: Regina Doi                      Arts Center 

A brief history of Japanese Shasei (写生), which trans-

lates to "copying life" or "poem sketch," complements 
this charcoal seeing and drawing course where students 
will create, respond and connect with still life objects in 
drawing compositions. Concepts of highlight, shade, 
shadow, reflected light, and cast shadow will be intro-
duced.                    $44 members, $66 not-yet-members 
 

THE ART OF WINE  
Thursday, February 5                       6:30 - 8 pm    
 Instructor: Corey Christman          Arts Center 

Join us at the Arts Center to learn how various local 
winemakers create their signature products and learn 
how to taste the differences. This week, Corey Christ-
man of Bravery Wines in Dresden shares his story. Brav-
ery Wines is Veteran-owned and donates a portion of 
its sales to programs in the area that support veterans.  
Must be 21 years old to attend. Enrollment is limited.  
                                 $20 members, $25 not-yet-members 
 

CREATIVE MENDING  
Saturday, February 7                   10 am - 2 pm  
Instructor: Pat Jackson                 Arts Center 

Creative mending, also referred to visible mending, in-
volves the creation of some-
thing new to cover a stain, a 
hole or other damage - 
weaving, felting, embroidery, 
lace, appliques, patches and 
more ... or a combination of 
those. It's fun. It's creative. 
And your repaired item be-
comes "one of a kind". A ma-
terials fee of $5 is due to the 

instructor at the start of class.  
                                $40 members, $60 not-yet-members 
 

CROCHETED BASKETRY  
Thursday, February 12                  5 pm - 8 pm 
Instructor: Irene Worth                  Arts Center 

Learn the basics of crocheting while making a functional 
piece for your home! In this class, students will learn 
how to make a “single crochet” stitch and how to cro-
chet “in the round”. Baskets can vary in size and can be 
used for a variety of things, including: pencil holder; 
“catch-all” dish; toy, blanket, or yarn basket; plant-pot 
holder; and so much more! Students are welcome to 
bring their own materials, or can purchase yarn from 

Irene at the start of 
class for $10-$20 
(depending on the size 
of your project). Cro-
chet hooks are available 
to borrow or purchase 
for $5. This class is suit-
able for all levels, ages 
12+.                       $33 members, $50 not-yet-members   
 

STAINED GLASS ON GLASS             
MOSAICS  
Saturday, February 21                  10 am – 2 pm    
Instructor: Jeanette Kuehner          Arts Center 

Join us for this unique class in stained glass making. 
Participants will learn how to adhere glass to a 
wooden frame to create a mirror that is a work of 
art. A materials fee of $7 due to the instructor at 
the start of class.  
                        $45 members, $65 not-yet-members 
 

JAPANESE SUMI-E & CHARACTER 
DESIGN  
Wednesday, February 25              10 am - 2 pm  
Instructor: Regina Doi                     Arts Center 

This course blends traditional ink painting  Sumi-e 
or black ink picture with modern character creation, 
teaching simple brushstrokes for nature (bamboo, 
flowers) and connecting it to expressive Asian art by 
focusing on core elements like line, movement, and 
simplicity, building student confidence and explor-
ing creative expression.  
                        $44 members, $66 not-yet-members 
 

ART FOR HOMESCHOOL STUDENTS: 
Nature & Landscape Painting 
Tues, Feb. 24, Mar 3, 10, 17 & 24     1 - 2:30 pm 
Instructor: Gracy Getz                     Arts Center 

Learn about the versatility of acrylic painting by experi-
menting with various techniques, including how to paint 
impressionism with acrylics, how to use it for water color 
effects, and more. Students will also learn about per-
spective and what goes into creating a landscape.  
$50/student ($35 if more than one student or more than 
one session) 

Learn about these classes and more 
on our website: 

www.artscenteryatescounty.org 
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Planning is already underway 
for the 2026 Keuka Arts Festival, 
which will be held Saturday, 
June 13 from 10 am to 5 pm and 
Sunday, June 14 from 10 am to 
4 pm.   

The Festival, which includes a 
wide variety of creative artists in 
many mediums, live entertain-
ment, locally sourced and crea-
tive agricultural products and 
food vendors, is held, rain or 
shine, along the Outlet Trail in the historic Penn Yan 
Village.  

“The 2025 Keuka Arts Festival had more artists and 
vendors than ever before,” says Arts Center Executive 
Director Kris Pearson. “It was a bit tricky since we were 
also limited to only two-thirds of the space we gener-
ally use but we have some great ideas for 2026!” 

ARTIST IN RESIDENCE 

KEUKA ARTS FESTIVAL  
The Village of Penn Yan has finished its renovation 
project on the segment of the Outlet Trail that paral-
lels Water Street and the Festival organizers (and ven-
dors) are looking forward to once again stretching out 
from the Water Street boat launch up to Main Street.  

Any artist or vendor interested in participating in the 
2026 Festival can find festival applications on our 
website: www.keukaartsfestival.com. Anyone inter-

ested in becoming a Keuka Arts 
Festival sponsor should contact 
Kris at the Arts Center —          
315-536-8226 — or                 
artscenteryates@gmail.com.  

Volunteers are always wel-
come — for Festival planning or 
to help during Festival 
weekend!  Contact the 
Arts Center for more  
information. 

SAVE THE DATE!! 

Keuka Arts Festival 2026 June 13 & 14 

Each year the Arts Center offers two Artist Residencies 
at our lakeside facility, Sunny Point. Open to artists in 
any medium from around the 
country, the residencies consist 
of eight full days at Sunny Point, 
living in the cottage on the prop-
erty and working in the adjacent 
studio barn or pottery. It’s a time 
for artists to focus on their work 
in a relaxing, inspiring and quiet 
location.  

In 2026, one residency runs from Saturday, June 27 to 
Monday, July 6; the other runs from Saturday, Sep-
tember 5 to Monday, September 14. Artists can apply 
singly or as a team. One artist (or team) is chosen for 
each residency.  

The cottage on the property has three small bed-
rooms, a full kitchen and a living room and bath. Resi-
dent artists are welcome to bring family members, 

friends or significant others so long as they do not take 
away from the artist’s focused work time. 

Located in the heart of New 
York’s Finger Lakes region,       
Sunny Point is on the shore of 
beautiful Keuka Lake in the 
midst of western New York’s 
wine country. The area is full of 
rolling hills, family farms, vine-
yards, quiet back roads and 
beautiful lake views. Painters, 

photographers, writers and musicians in particular find 
inspiration everywhere in the area.   

Applications for the 2026 Artist in Residence program 
are on our website, www.artscenteryatescounty.org or 
can be obtained by contacting Kris at the Arts Center 
(artscenteryates@gmail.com). Applications for the 
2026 residencies are due by close of business on         
May 4.  
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Check out our website at 

                www.artscenteryatescounty.org 

Open Studio:  
Art Guild members are invited to come 
and paint together at the Arts Center 
every other Monday morning. Bring 
something you’re working on or start 
something with the group!                  
Open studio dates are: 

January 13 - 10 am to noon 

January 27 - 10 am to noon 

February 10 - 10 am to noon 

February 24- 10 am  to noon 

March 10 - 10 am to noon 

March 24 - 10 am to noon 

ART AROUND THE AREA 

Helga Poreda has work at  the Franklin Street Gallery in 
Watkins Glen.  

Pat Jackson has a piece in the Small Works exhibit at the 
Arts Council of the Southern Finger Lakes and works in the 
Schweinfurth Art Center’s Both Ends of the Rainbow  ex-
hibit.  

Roberta Nelson has work at ArtWorks in Seneca Falls.  

Bob Gillespie sells his work at the Franklin Street Gallery in 
Watkins Glen.  

Fran Bliek has five paintings at Railroad Street ArtWorks in 
Fairport and three in the Genesee Valley Plein Air Painters 
Juried Show at Barnes and Noble in Pittsford.  

Michael Collins also has work in the Genesee Valley Plein 
Air Juried Show.  

ARTS CENTER ARTISTS 

OUT AND ABOUT 

 

The Arts Center of Yates County is looking for an experienced potter to manage the Pottery Studio at      

Sunny Point during the summer of 2026. The position is 30 hours per week from mid-June to mid-

September with some weekend and evening hours.  

The manager will provide general management of the pottery studio including teaching classes, organizing 

supplies, firing the kiln, and overseeing studio hours. The manager is responsible for inventory, upkeep and 

safety of the studio and equipment.   

Demonstrated ceramics experience, knowledge of pottery building and glazing techniques, as well as kiln 

firing processes are a must. Strong interpersonal communication, time management, and problem-solving 

skills are also required.                         

Must be capable of lifting 30 lbs.  

If you are interested in applying for this 

position, contact the Arts Center of 

Yates County at 315-536-8226 or 

artscenteryates@gmail.com by               

Saturday, February 14, 2026.  

WANTED: 

SUMMER POTTERY STUDIO MANAGER  

mailto:artscenteryates@gmail.com


Arts Center of Yates County 

127 Main Street 

Penn Yan, NY 14527 
Hours 

Open  Tuesday-Saturday 10:00-5:00 

315-536-8226 

  E-mail: artscenteryates@gmail.com 

www.ArtsCenterYatesCounty.org 

Arts Center of Yates County programs are made possible 

in part by the New York State Council on the Arts with the 

support of Governor Kathy Hochul and the New York State 

Legislature.   

Support the Businesses That Support  

the Arts Center! 

Seneca Lake Duck Hunters* 
JL Sisson Construction 

ServU Credit Union* 
Sommerville Pottery 

Stork Insurance  
Vine Valley Rustics* 

Water Street Wines and Spirits 
Wayne Bank* 

 

AK Climate Controlled Storage*  
Aubergine B&B 

Bank of the Finger Lakes 
Bully Hill Vineyards 

The Chronicle-Express* 
Coach & Equipment* 

Country Comforts B&B 
Covert Security* 

Douglas B. Miles Agency 
Eastlake Consulting 
Fireworks Foundry 
Fox Pest Control* 

Iversen Construction Company* 
Keuka Spring Vineyards* 

Leaffilter* 
Lyons National Bank 

Marble’s Automotive/Marble’s 
Glass 

Penn Yan Plumbing & Heating 
Pinckney Hardware 

Seneca Farms 

* Keuka Arts 

Festival   

sponsors 


