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ENRICHING LIVES                       
IN OUR COMMUNITY 

In keeping with our stated mission, “…to 
enrich the quality of life of Yates County 
residents, artists and visitors by provid-
ing opportunities for active participation 
in the arts,” the Arts Center 
deems it particularly im-
portant to provide  children 
in Yates County with oppor-
tunities to engage with the 
arts in meaningful and en-
riching ways. Many of these 
children will grow to become 
the artists and crafts people 
of the future, or to  appreciate the crea-
tivity of others (which neural imaging 
has proven to be healthy in itself). 
 

The annual Student Show highlights the 
artwork of junior and senior high stu-
dents in the Penn Yan, Dundee, and 
Marcus Whitman school districts. The 
art teachers work with their students to 
help identify their “best works” to dis-
play at our Main Street home in the Flick 
Gallery. For many of these students and 
their families, it is the first time they 
have seen their artwork publicly dis-
played.  
 

New this year, was a section displaying 
the work of students from our Home-
school Art Program, made possible with 
a grant from the Lisk Morris Foundation. 
Starting in October, and taught by artists 
Gracy Getz and Diane Stratton Smith, 
the Arts Center offered seven five-week 
units of art classes for homeschool stu-
dents. The classes covered drawing, 
painting (acrylic, watercolor, pastels), 
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sculpture, fiber arts, and mixed media 
(collage, textures, ebru, printing).   
    

With support from The Tripp Foundation, 
the Arts Center will offer pottery 
classes for children (in addition to 
family “create time”) at our Sunny 
Point Pottery Studio throughout the 
summer.  The Tripp Foundation is 
also providing support for a week-
long summer “camp” for children 
(Art Adventures at Sunny  Point) in 
July.  Twenty-four students attend 
four full days of rotating art experi-

ences taught by professional artists (and 
with lots of volunteer support!). This year’s 
program filled quickly — we hope to add 
another week next year.  
 

This year we also collaborated with local 
elementary schools and the Community 
Garden! Some of our artist/teachers partic-
ipated in the Penn Yan Elementary Extend-
ed School Day arts program teaching fiber 
arts (Irene Worth) and drawing (Regina 
Doi). Fifth grade students from St. Michael 
School helped to design and paint a mural 
at the Penn Yan Community Garden on 
Pleasant St. under the guidance of mural 
artist, Audra Linser. 
 

We are truly reaching beyond the class-
room and into the community with all our 
programming and have even more exciting 
plans to continue the enrichment of youth 
through arts-based experiences partnered 
with community resources! Visit the Arts 
Center or our website to see what we’re 
up to next!                                                                  
   - Diane Stratton Smith, MS, ATR-BC, LCAT 
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Arts Center 
 Board Members: 

 

Class of 2026 

Anita Maroscher 

Karen Morris 
 

Class of 2027 

Linda Haley 

Pat Jackson 

Marianne Martin 

Don Zelazny 
 

Class of 2028 

Karen Alden 

Toni Johnson 

Crissy McGinness 

Kate Moore-Mueller 

Karen Reed 

Diane Stratton-Smith 
 

 

Officers 
Toni Johnson, Pres. 

Anita Maroscher, Treas. 
Linda Haley, Sec. 

 

Executive Director 
Kris Pearson 

 

Mission: 
 

The Arts Center’s     
mission is to enrich the 
quality of life of Finger 

Lakes residents, artists, 
and visitors by providing  
opportunities for active  
participation in the arts. 

 

To this end we plan,  
promote, and develop  

art exhibits and  
workshops; coordinate, 
schedule, and publicize 
art-related events; and 
develop and maintain 
physical facilities for 

these purposes. 
 

Volunteer 
Opportunities: 

 

Interested in volunteering 
at the Arts Center?    

Volunteers serve as 
docents in the Flick  

Gallery, help hang art-
work for shows, prepare 
food for exhibit openings, 
help in various capacities 
with fundraising events 
throughout the year and 

serve on a variety of 
committees.  

We welcome your help 
with any of the Arts  
Center’s activities! 

Contact  Kris Pearson at 
artscenteryates@gmail 
or volunteer scheduler 

Marc Race at 
marcrace08@gmail.com.  

our generous and reliable 
funders are facing these 
challenges as well, so fund-
ing is tight this year. 
With this in mind, the Arts 
Center Board of Directors  
voted to cut back on the 
number of Perspective 
newsletters this year as we work to responsi-
bly balance our operating budget.  
 

Happily, there are still other ways to keep up 
with what’s happening at the Arts Center!  
Our great website has new workshops and 
information added almost weekly. Our social 
media presence on Facebook and Instagram is 
growing by leaps and bounds and  well worth 
a look or two (and, I’m told, “like” and or 
“follow” and “share” those posts - it helps 
immensely!).  Our weekly email blasts can 
come right to your inbox!  Or stop by and see 
for yourself.  You’re always welcome here! 
 

-Kris Pearson, Executive Director 

Have you missed us? 
 

Sorry that Perspectives has been on a bit of a 
hiatus for the first part of the year!  Some of 
the delay was due to the many (many, many) 
tasks and activities that fill up our days here 
as we work to expand our services to all 
members of our community. We are growing, 
trying new things, developing new partner-
ships and even bringing on some new staff!  
It’s exciting - but also a little daunting . 
 

In the midst of this “growth spurt” we’re cop-
ing with the fact that our largest single fun-
der, the New York State Council on the Arts, 
gave us less than half what we had been 
granted in the previous year. As many federal 
funding sources fall away, states and local 
entities as well as private foundations, have 
been overwhelmed by solid organizations in 
need. It’s a problem in all areas of the non-
profit sector, which for years has been quietly 
providing jobs, services and support to com-
munities throughout the country. Many of 

From the Executive Director 

CALL TO ARTISTS - HOLIDAY CARDS 
Once again the Arts Center invites artists in 
any two dimensional medium  (painting,  
collage, fiber arts, photography, printmaking, 
drawing, etc.) to 
submit original 
works of art 
(appropriate to the 
season) for inclu-
sion in the Arts 
Center annual           
Holiday Card      
assortment. This 
popular fundraiser 
is a favorite of Arts 
Center members 
and patrons, and helps raise awareness of 
the Center,  sharing the talents of our local 
and regional artists to a  national audience.  

Artists can submit as many images as they’d 
like (although the assortment will contain 
only one selected image from any artist).  
Those images not selected for the card     
assortment are made available to Arts       

Center customers who wish to have custom 
cards printed for them.  (The Center is able to 
print custom cards with or without interior 

messages. The title 
of the image and 
the artist’s name 
are included on the 
back of each card). 
Those whose imag-
es are selected for 
the assortment will 
get a free pack of 
cards (assorted or 
their own artwork).  

                                       
Submit your images to Kris at                   
artscenteryates@gmail.com                                   

by September 30.  

If you’re interested in having any of your     
artwork made into cards (at any time or in any 
season) talk to Kris.  

Thanks for your support for the Arts Center! 
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The Finger Lakes region is particularly beloved for the 
often serene and eye-catching vistas of lakes, hills, for-
ests, fields and vineyards with their bright summer pal-
ettes. It’s a season that is particularly inspiring for artists 
and the Arts Center’s annual Art in the Finger Lakes  
exhibit highlights some of the fruits of that inspiration. 
The exhibit features work by the Arts Center’s 2025 
artist of the year, Helga Poreda, painter Laurence Keefe 
and jeweler Janis Long (who received a “lifetime 
achievement” award from the Arts Center for her work 
in and on behalf of the Center).  

Helga Poreda moved to the Finger 
Lakes after retiring in the late 
1990s.  She paints primarily in wa-
tercolor and her work often re-
flects her love of the region’s 
charm and activity.  Her work has 
been a staple of the Arts Center for 
more than two decades in exhibits, 
fund-
raisers 

and holiday card packets.  
Helga has also been a de-
pendable volunteer and reg-
ularly helps hang exhibits.  
Her artwork is featured on 
this year’s Keuka Arts Festi-
val poster and her summery 
images celebrate the season 
at the Arts Center.  
 

Victor native Laurence Keefe  says “the luminous quality 
of watercolor makes it unique among 
media.”  For Keefe, watercolor cap-
tures the special quality of light in 
the Finger Lakes.  
 

Keefe’s work on display in this exhib-
it reflects his love of the water and in 
particular sailing on the Finger Lakes.  
 

Keefe teaches watercolor painting at 
the Creative Workshop of the Rochester Memorial Art 
Gallery, is a founding member of the Pittsford Fine Art 
gallery and for years has been a signature member of 
the Rochester Art Club.  He also belongs to the Finger 
Lakes Watercolor Painters group which he helped start. 

(Both Helga and Larry studied with longtime Arts Center 
member/instructor Dick Kane!) 

ART IN THE FINGER LAKES 
Jeweler Janis Long spent several 
decades in the Finger Lakes be-
fore returning to Pennsylvania 
to be near family several years 
ago.  
 

After discovering Keuka Lake as 
a family vacation spot years ear-
lier, Janis and her husband 

moved to 
the area full-time after retire-
ment.  Already well-known for 
her ever-evolving, bright and 
distinctive jewelry, Janis’ work 
quickly became a favorite of 
Arts Center patrons.   
 

During her time at the Arts 
Center Janis experimented 

with (and often taught) wirework, polymer clay, 
snipped tin and “found objects.”  In addition to 
being an instructor at the Arts Center, Janis 
served on a number of committees, the Arts 
Center Board of Directors and as a valued  fund-
raising event planner.  While she is missed, her 
earrings, necklaces and bracelets can still be 
found at the Arts Center.  
 

In addition to the  art created by our featured 
artists, the Art in the Finger Lakes exhibit also 
includes works by many of our local and region-

al exhibiting artists. Come share the experience of 
enjoying our spectacular countryside gracing the 
walls of the Arts Center. 
 

Art in the Finger Lakes runs through August 8.  
The Arts Center is open Tuesdays through Sat-
urdays from 10 am to 5 pm. Admission is free. 

 

 

 

 
Summer by Helga Poreda 

Cia Bella Crossing by Laurence Keefe 
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taught classes, been a featured exhibi-
tor and actively supported the Arts 
Center of Yates County since he was 
chosen to judge the Center’s first 
juried show in 2015.  

Raised in the Philadelphia area of 
Pennsylvania, George began his artis-
tic career at an early age, influenced 
by the Pennsylvania impressionists 
and the “Brandywine Tradition” of 
Howard Pyle and the Wyeths.  During 
high school and after college George 
had the opportunity to travel and live 
in Europe, soaking in the artist tradi-
tions of France, Italy and Holland.  He 
enjoys plein air painting and has a 
large body of work from the Maine 
coast, the Finger Lakes region and the 

American West.  The Arts Center is pleased to have 
him return as juror for the 2026 exhibit.  

Awards will be announced at the exhibit’s opening  
reception on Wednesday, August 12 from 5-7 pm.  
The exhibit runs through September 19. 

The Arts Center of Yates County’s 10th 
Annual National Juried Show will be on 
exhibit from August 11 to September 19, 
2026 at the Flick Gallery.   

The exhibit, which is limited to 60 pieces 
of art, has grown every year since it was 
first established and has included art 
from more than eight states and three 
countries.  

Any artist can submit up to three original 
works of art to be considered for inclu-
sion in the show. Artwork is limited to 
two-dimensional work including paintings 
in all media, drawings, collage and print-
making. Original work created with digital 
“brushes” and original artwork that is dig-
itally manipulated is also acceptable.  All 
work must be wholly designed and pro-
duced by the artist, not under supervision.  

The juror for the 2026 exhibit is George Van Hook of 
Cambridge, NY.  A familiar figure in the region, Van 
Hook has won honors at many of the plein air festivals 
held in Canandaigua and Geneva in the past decade, has 

OPENING RECEPTION FOR THE 2026 JURIED SHOW IS 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12,  5-7 PM 

 

2026 NATIONAL JURIED SHOW 

2025 Juried Show Winner 

Spring Walk                                 

by Elizabeth Strouth 

A meticulously created ceramic vase by a Penn Yan Acade-
my junior took Best in Show honors at the Arts 
Center of Yates County’s annual student show this 
year. Judge Michael Monahan noted that Kalliope 
Fingar’s creatively constructed vase “was without 
a doubt a college-level piece of work.”   

Fingar’s work was not the only piece to shine in 
this year’s student show, which featured artwork 
from Penn Yan Academy, Dundee Middle and High 
School students and middle and high school stu-
dents from Marcus Whitman. This year’s show 
also included artwork from students in the Arts 
Center’s Homeschool Art Program – seven five-week      
sessions of weekly classes created with a grant from the 
Lisk Morris Foundation.  

As in past years, the student work was “juried” – 
judged by community members with some arts expe-

rience.  In addition to Monahan, this year’s 
judges included Mark Collier from Waxpax 
Records and Stefan Drobel from Inkpoetry.  

Collier was “blown away” by the passion and 
“bravery” of the students in putting their 
work out for everyone to see.  Awards were 
given to students from each art program in 
drawing, painting and collage, digital art and 
photography, and three-dimensional work. 
Thanks to generous donations from the dis-

tricts and a couple anonymous donors, student 
"winners” received cash prizes – enhanced this year 
by a generous donor who matched the school funds.  

ANNUAL STUDENT SHOW 

Kalliope Fingar 
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ARTIST IN RESIDENCE - COLETTE CHERMAK 
The Arts Center is excited to welcome 
Colette Chermak of Binghamton as our 
July artist in residence at Sunny Point.  

Colette Chermak is a high school teach-
er and multimedia artist, whose work 
can be seen throughout Broome County 

and upstate New York. She received a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts and Arts Management degrees from the New York 
State College of Ceramics at Alfred University in 2023.  

Colette says her work is a mixture of representational 
and abstract. 

“More specifically, I paint observations of light and 
shadow revealed to me through supporting subjects – 
the way light sparkles on water, or how a tree shadow 
stretches across the land,” says Colette. “I experiment 
with fabric, texture, and other found materials to       

ARTS CENTER EVENTS 

complicate the surface quality of my work.”  

During her time at Sunny Point Colette hopes to start a 
new series of paintings focusing on light and water. She 
also plans to hold a canvas-stretching workshop for  
interested artists while in residence.  

Outside the studio, Colette enjoys reading, hiking, 
thrifting, and meeting new 
people.  We’re looking      
forward to having her at 
Sunny Point.  

The Arts Center offers two 10 
day residencies ( in July and 
September) each year, open to 
any artist through a competi-
tive application process.  See 
our website for details.  

Something I Wait For                           

by Colette Chermack 

The Arts Center kicked off the 
summer of 2026 with two signa-
ture events in June — the Sunny 
Point opening pig roast and the 
Keuka Arts Festival.  

Tim McCracken once again lent his 
“pit-master” skills for the Sunny 
Point opening pig roast, which in-
cluded a yummy pulled pork meal, tours of Sunny 
Point, wine and beer tastings compliments of Weiss 
Vineyards and The Olney Place, “sunny” cookies creat-
ed by  Sam DeMott and artwork by some of our exhib-
iting artists.  The weather cooperated and everyone 
had a great afternoon enjoying this unique community 
asset!  Our thanks to the members of the Sunny Point 
committee and the other volunteers who 
helped make this event such a success!   

The 19th annual Keuka Arts Festival (the 
eighth year under Arts Center management) 
was held the second weekend in June. Clear 
skies and moderate weather greeted vendors 
on Friday during set up and continued 
through Saturday, drawing record crowds to 
the event. Even a bit of rain on Sunday did 
not dampen spirits (though the threat of im-
pending thunderstorms did necessitate an 

early shut-down on Sunday to ensure everyone’s safe-
ty).  

This year’s Festival had a wide array of returning and 
new artists and vendors, musical entertainment and 
plenty of different food vendors for every taste.  

“It’s a huge undertaking,” says Arts Center Executive 
Director Kris Pearson. “Our 
committee literally starts plan-
ning in September for the fol-
lowing June.  We couldn’t pull 
off an event of this size without 
the help of all our volunteers - 
from committee members to 
the more than 40 volunteers 
who are on-site throughout the festival to help with 

vendors, information, set up, clean up, parking 
and everything in-between.”  

The Arts Center’s booth at the Festival includ-
ed demonstrations of different artistic medi-
ums as well as information on the many crea-
tive workshops and the schedule of exhibits 
organized by the Arts Center for 2026.  

Many thanks to all the supporters and spon-
sors who make our events possible.  See you 
on August 2 at  Sunny Point for the annual ice 
cream social!   

Ginny Deneka 

demonstrates at 

the Festival! 



Page 6 ARTS CENTER OF YATES COUNTY  VOLUME 53 ISSUE 2  

FROM BOUQUET TO STILL LIFE: BUD VASE        
ARRANGEMENT & GOUACHE PAINTING  
Wednesday, July 29                                                        5 – 8 pm  
Instructors: Corinn Marriott & Holly Fusco                 Arts Center 
The perfect class for any flower lover! Learn 
how to arrange a bud vase then create a paint-
ing of your bouquet with Gouache paint (similar 
to watercolor). Great for any skill level. A materi-
als fee of $10 for the flowers is due to Holly at 
the start of the class. Suitable for participants 
ages 16+. $33 members, $55 not-yet-
members 
 

STARS & STRIPES PENCIL HOLDER  
Tuesday, August 4                                                      11 am - 1 pm  

Instructor: Linda LaRock                                           Sunny Point 

Create a cylinder on the wheel or by using a slab technique then 
carve stars and stripes patterns into the cylinder. The pattern on this 
pot can be vertical, horizontal or a wrap around. Let your inner artist 
guide you! All levels are welcome to join, ages 18+. $80 members, 
$90 not-yet-members 
 

WEDNESDAY WHEEL NIGHT  
Wednesday , August  5                                                5 - 7 pm 

Instructor: Linda LaRock                                            Sunny Point 

Join us for our “Wednesday Wheel Night” pottery series, where we 
explore different techniques on the wheel every week!  This week 

we’ll concentrate on platters. $80 members, $90 not-yet-members 
 

MINI BUST OF PRESIDENT WASHINGTON  
Thursday, August 6                                               2 - 4 pm 

Instructor: Linda LaRock                                      Sunny Point 

Explore sculpting in clay by creating a miniature bust of the nation’s 
first president! Learn specific techniques to manipulate the clay to 
create eyes, lips, nose and hair, and the elaborate clothing of his 

time period. $80 members, $90 not-yet-members 
 

LADY LIBERTY RELIEF SCULPTURE  
Thursday, August 6                                                    11 am - 1 pm 

Instructor: Linda LaRock                                           Sunny Point 

Create a relief sculpture of the Statue of Liberty on a slab of clay. 
Start with a template then learn how to create the intricate details of 
Lady Liberty’s majestic beauty. $80 members, $90 not-yet-
members 
 

FRIDAY NIGHT FUN  
Friday, August 7                                                      5 - 7 pm 

Instructor: Linda LaRock                                           Sunny Point 

Week 4 -BEETLES to BEES Slip Casting.  Slip casting is a process 
used to make intricate figurines. Molds of beetles and bees will be 
our motif in learning this process in clay  $80 members, $90 not-
yet-members 
 

FRIDAY NIGHT BONFIRE @ SUNNY POINT  
Friday, August 7th             7-9 pm                      
Friday, August 14      7-9 pm                      
Friday, August 21      7-9 pm                      
Friday, August 28      7-9 pm                      
Join us for some Summer Fun at Sunny Point! We'll be gathering 
lakeside around a bonfire each Friday night in August for sing-a-
longs, storytelling, poetry, music, and wherever else our creativity 
leads us! Registration is required. $Donate what you wish 

PLEIN AIR IN THE FINGER LAKES  
Saturday, August 8                                                        9 am - 3 pm  

Instructor: George Van Hook                                       Sunny Point 

Join George Van Hook for a day of plein air at Sunny Point! Partici-
pants can spend one or both days painting 
the beautiful Keuka Lake region from our 
lakefront property. Demonstrations in both 
oils and watercolors, followed by group 
painting sessions with plenty of individual 
guidance. Some experience is encouraged. 
$150 members, $185 not-yet-members  
 

PLEIN AIR IN THE FINGER LAKES  
Sunday,  August 9                                                        9 am - 3 pm  

Instructor: George Van Hook                                       Sunny Point 

Join George Van Hook for a day of plein air at Sunny Point! Partici-
pants can spend one or both days painting the beautiful Keuka Lake 
region from our lakefront property. Demonstrations in both oils and 
watercolors, followed by group painting sessions with plenty of indi-
vidual guidance. Some experience is encouraged. $150 members, 
$185 not-yet-members  
 

BEGINNER WHEEL: CENTERING 
Wednesday, August 12                                                 1 - 4 pm  

Instructor: Linda LaRock                                             Sunny Point 

Learn the basics of the art of the wheel. Work on several lumps, then 
bring one centered clay up into a cylinder for a vase or pencil holder. 

$95 members, $110 not-yet-members, $60 child 
 

ACRYLIC PAINTING  
Wednesday, August 12                                               10 am – 1 pm  

Instructor: Steve Duprey                                            Arts Center 

Participants will learn the basics of brushwork, color mixing, composi-
tion, perspective and much more. This workshop is appropriate for all 
skill levels, ages 16+. Participants will walk away with a completed 
painting that they can be proud of. $50 members, $60 not-yet-

members  
 

WATERCOLOR & GOUACHE IN FOLK ART 
Thursday, August 13                      9:30 - 12:30 pm   

Instructor: Eve Landen                       Sunny Point 

Explore your whimsical side. Use a negative space 
painting technique with watercolor and gouache to 
create a folk-art inspired piece.  $35 members, $50 
not-yet-members 
 

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS 

Learn about these classes and more on our       
website: www.artscenteryatescounty.org 
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SET YOUR TABLE - CERAMIC BUTTER DISH 
Thursday, August 13                                                     1 - 3 pm  

Instructor: Linda LaRock                                             Sunny Point 

Slab build a round or rectangular ceramic  butter  dish.  $70 mem-

bers, $90 not-yet-members, $40 child 
 

SET YOUR TABLE - SALT & PEPPER SHAKERS 
Thursday, August 13                                                      1 - 3 pm  

Instructor: Linda LaRock                                              Sunny Point 

Slab build ceramic salt and pepper shakers and a tray to keep them 
on—add embellishments to create something special and unique.  

$70 members, $90 not-yet-members, $40 child 
 

HERB POTS & TRAY 
Friday, August 14                                                           9 - 11 am  

Instructor: Linda LaRock                                             Sunny Point 

Use pinchpot technique to create 3 herb pots which can be personal-
ized and slabs and coils to create a tray for your pots.  $70 mem-

bers, $90 not-yet-members, $40 child 
 

TRINKET BOX 
Friday, August 14                                                          1 - 3 pm  

Instructor: Linda LaRock                                            Sunny Point 

Using a pattern, create a 3 inch covered box that can be decorated 
with decals and loop tools.  $70 members, $90 not-yet-members, 
$40 child 
 

PLASTIC MELT  
Friday, August 14                                                 10:30 - 11:30 am  

Instructor: Karen Hyams                                     Sunny Point 

If you’ve been looking for a creative way to reuse, recycle or reclaim 
the plastic you’ve been hoarding, look no further! Bring up to 5 clean 
prescription bottles to melt and shape into something fun like a sun 
catcher, wind catcher, or Christmas ornament. All levels ages 6+ are 
invited to join! Children under 12 are free and must be accompanied 

by an adult. $10 members, $15 not-yet-members 
 

SCULPTED CLAY MASKS 
Saturday, August 15                                                     9 - 11 am   

Instructor: Linda LaRock                                            Sunny Point 

From a plain face mold create a decorative ceramic mask or a por-

trait.  $70 members, $90 not-yet-members, $40 child 
 

KEUKA LAKE RELIEF SCULPTURE 
Saturday, August 15                                                      6-8 pm  

Instructor: Linda LaRock                                             Sunny Point 

Create a hanging tile relief sculpture of Keuka Lake or your favorite 

lake landscape. $70 members, $90 not-yet-members, $40 child 
 

SOUL COLLAGE & ZENTANGLE WELLNESS       
WORKSHOP  
Wednesday, August 19                       10am – 3pm  
Instructors: Diane Stratton Smith     
& Toni Johnson                                     Sunny Point 
Create Soul Collage cards that are the expression and 
exploration of the different parts that make up you. 
Then learn about the art of Zentangle, sometimes 
described as “meditative doodling”. Then combine 
these two art forms  together to create a third unique 
work of art! $55 members, $80 not-yet-members 
 

 

Join us Saturdays, June 27 - September 5  
from 8:30 - 9:30 am for  

YOGA ON THE PORCH 
at Sunny Point  

Suggested donation is $15. Equipment  provid-
ed. All levels and body types welcome! 

ADVANCED WHEEL: NARROW NECK  
Wednesday, August 19                                               9 am - Noon  

Instructor: Linda LaRock                                            Sunny Point 

Make a bowl on the wheel and personalize it with sgraffito tech-

nique. $95 members, $110 not-yet-members, $60 child 
 

BEGINNER WHEEL: MAKING BOWLS 
Wednesday, August 19                                                 1 - 4 pm  

Instructor: Linda LaRock                                             Sunny Point 

Make a bowl on the wheel and personalize it with sgraffito tech-

nique. $95 members, $110 not-yet-members, $60 child 
 

SET YOUR TABLE: CERAMIC GRAVY BOAT  
Thursday, August 20                                                      1 - 3pm 
Instructor: Linda LaRock                                             Sunny Point 
 Does a gravy boat have to be oval? Linda says, “I don’t think so!”. 
What it needs most is a spout that works and a handle sturdy 
enough to serve your delicious gravy. Come explore the different 
ways to make a gravy boat that will embellish your table for years to 

come. $70 members, $90 not-yet-members, $40 child 
 

SET YOUR TABLE: CERAMIC SPOONS  
Thursday, August 20                                                     6 - 8 pm 
Instructor: Linda LaRock                                            Sunny Point 
From a leather-hard slab of clay, students will trace 
around a spoon to make a set of 4-6 spoons. Decorate 
your spoons with decals or engobe. Or place a hole in 
the handle to make kitchen decor or decorations.       

$70 members, $90 not-yet-members, $40 child 
 

CREATING WITH OILS  
Wednesday, August 26                                              10 am - 1 pm  

Instructor: Steve Duprey                                            Arts Center 

Learn the steps for creating interesting and lively oil paintings. The 
focus of this class will be on landscapes and still lifes. Students will 
learn about various concepts, brush techniques, shading and blend-
ing, and simple concepts that are often more complicated than we 
think. This class is suitable for all levels, ages 16+. $50 members, 
$60 not-yet-members  
 

EMBROIDERY PORTRAITS  
Saturday, August 29                                                  10 am - 1 pm  

Instructor: Olivia Fontana                                          Sunny Point 

Create a simplified embroidery portrait from a 
favorite photograph of a pet or loved one.  You’ll 
learn a few basic stitches to outline your portrait, 
fill it in, and tips on adding finer details. All levels 
are welcome to join. Some sewing experience is 
recommended. Suitable for ages 13+ $33 mem-
bers, $50 not-yet-members 
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CLASSES FOR KIDS 
USA WINDCHIMES  
Wednesday, August 5                                          9  - 10 am 

Instructor: Linda LaRock                                     Sunny Point 

Celebrate the 250th anniversary of the United States by making a set 
of windchimes out of clay using cookie cutter numbers, flags, stars 

and more. Create a musical and colorful masterpiece.  $20 
 

FANTASY ANIMALS 
Thursday, August 6                                                       9 - 10 am  

Instructor: Linda LaRock                                             Sunny Point 

Horse, ox, cow, pig and turkey are among the animals that roamed 
the 13 Colonies during the Revolutionary War. Create a fantasy ani-
mal of this time period by choosing the head of one animal, the rear of 

another animal, and the talons or legs of yet another animal! $20 
 

STENCILING ON CLAY  
Friday, August 7                                                             9 – 10 am 

Instructor: Linda LaRock                                              Sunny Point 

Start with a slab of clay, cut out an oval shape, then embellish the 
clay with “paper transferred” stencils of USA motifs to create a patriot-

ic wall plaque. $20 
 

WASHINGTON MONUMENT   
Tuesday, August 4                                                           9 - 10 am 

Instructor: Linda LaRock                                                Sunny Point 

The Washington Monument  was inspired by Egyptian obelisks, and 
at one time it was the tallest structure in Washington DC. We will take 
a look at how the monument was constructed, then make a much 
smaller obelisk  out of clay using the same principles of design and 

construction. $20 
 

PAINTING EN PLEIN AIR FOR YOUNG ARTISTS  
Saturday, August 29                                                      11 am– 1 pm  
Instructor: Hsiao-Pei Yang                                            Sunny Point 

Immerse yourself in nature and paint en plein 
air! Young artists who are interested in learn-
ing how to paint outdoors using acrylics, 
watercolors, or oil pastels, can sign up for 
this class to learn what you need for outdoor 
painting and how to paint confidently with the 
beautiful nature around you! All supplies are 
included in the cost of the class. Suitable for 

all levels ages 8-15 years old. $40 per Child 
 

MORE CREATIVE WORKSHOPS 

INTERESTED IN TEACHING A CREATIVE WORKSHOP?  
The Arts Center is looking for Instructors to teach all mediums and techniques!  

Whether you do traditional art, digital art, or something else that’s creative — WE WANT YOU 

to share your knowledge, passion, and creativity with others. Put your skills to work!                                       

Contact Irene Worth at  workshopsacyc@gmail.com for more information.  

More info on our 

website 

MORE FROM THE POTTERY STUDIO 
BREAKFAST CLUB POTTERY  
Saturday, August 8                                                   9 am - 12 pm  

FAMILY FUN POTTERY  
Saturday, August 8                                                     1 - 4 pm  

SUNSET SERENITY POTTERY  
Saturday, August 8                                                       5 - 8 pm  

These pottery sessions are akin to “Open Studio” time – 
there’s no formal instruction. Create something from a project 
menu or let your imagination run wild! Two lbs. of clay includ-
ed. CALL AHEAD OF TIME TO RESERVE A SPOT. Each 
session is limited to 10 people.  Adults - $30 members, 
$35 not-yet-members Kids - $20 (Ages 5-17) 
 

 

PRIVATE POTTERY LESSONS  
Tuesday, August 11                                  1 - 4 pm 
Tuesday, August 18                                                       1 - 4pm  
Tuesday, August 25                                                       1 - 4 pm 
Instructor: Linda LaRock                                              Sunny Point 
Join Linda for a private lesson or intimate group session. Whether 
you are celebrating a special occasion, or looking to enhance your 
skills, we have just the thing for you! Private lessons are available for 
1-4 individuals. Group Sessions are available for 4-10 guests. Per-
fect for bridal showers, bachelor/bachelorette parties, birthday par-
ties, a night out with friends, or family get-togethers!  To book a pri-
vate group pottery lesson or session, contact Linda LaRock at 
Lindalarock@gmail.com AND Irene Worth at workshop-

sacy@gmail.com. Adults- $40/hour Children- $20/hour 
 

OPEN STUDIO 
Saturday, August 15                                                1 - 3 pm  

Saturday, August 22               1-3 pm  

Instructor: Linda LaRock                                     Sunny Point 

No formal instruction—just come down and play with clay. Choose 
from a project menu or work on your own.  $40 members, $50 not-

yet-members, $25 child 

mailto:Lindalarock@gmail.com
mailto:workshopsacy@gmail.com
mailto:workshopsacy@gmail.com
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The Penn Yan Art Guild is a group of 
artists and art lovers who gather month-
ly to engage in and foster appreciation 
for art in all its forms.   
 

During the summer the Art Guild meets 
on the third Monday of the month at the 
Arts Center.  Each meeting includes a 
talk or demonstration on a particular art form.  
 

Anyone is welcome at Penn Yan Art Guild meetings.  Up-
coming demonstrations include: 
 

August 17 @ 6:30 pm - Diane Stratton Smith on Soul Col-
lage and Art Therapy 
September 21 @ 6:30 pm - Mariana Kastrinakas with Per-
spectives on Oil and Wax 
October 19 @ 1pm - Carol Keuhn on Fiber Arts 
 

Art Guild members are also preparing work for their an-
nual exhibit at the Arts Center. “When Shapes Come To-
gether” will be the theme of the exhibit, which runs from 
September 22 until October 31.  
 

The Guild welcomes aspiring, beginning, and established 
artists and anyone interested in exploring and creating 
art.  For more information, visit their website at 
www.pennyanartguild.org . 

 

ART AROUND THE AREA 

Now collecting for the  

2026 ATTIC ART SALE 
SEPTEMBER 18 & 19 FROM 10 AM - 4 PM AT CAMP CORY 

Do you have art in any form (paintings, drawings, sculpture, pottery, glass, jewelry, baskets, etc)  that 
no longer fit your current space?  Donate them to the Arts Center between now and September 12.   

Also accepting “gently used” arts supplies and art books - create an affordable opportunity for budding 
artists to acquire supplies they need to give art a try!  

Donations can be dropped off at the Arts Center Tuesdays - Saturdays from 10 am - 5 pm.   

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!   



Arts Center of Yates County 

127 Main Street 

Penn Yan, NY 14527 
Hours 

Open  Tuesday-Saturday 10:00-5:00 

315-536-8226 

  E-mail: artscenteryates@gmail.com 

www.ArtsCenterYatesCounty.org 

Arts Center of Yates County programs are made possible 

in part by the New York State Council on the Arts with the 

support of Governor Kathy Hochul and the New York State 

Legislature.   

Support the Businesses That Support  

the Arts Center! 

Leaffilter* 
Lyons National Bank* 

Marble’s Automotive/Marble’s 
Glass* 

Penn Yan Plumbing & Heating 
Pinckney Hardware 

Seneca Farms 
Seneca Lake Duck Hunters* 

JL Sisson Construction 
ServU Credit Union* 
Sommerville Pottery 

Stork Insurance  
Vine Valley Rustics* 

Water Street Wines and Spirits 
Wayne Bank* 

Yates County Farm Bureau 
 

AK Climate Controlled Storage*  
Aubergine B&B 

Bully Hill Vineyards 
Cabin Fever Tent Rentals* 
The Chronicle-Express* 

Coach & Equipment* 
Country Comforts B&B 

Covert Security* 
Custom Pest Control  

Douglas B. Miles Agency 
Fireworks Foundry 
Fox Pest Control* 

Greenidge* 
Iversen Construction Company* 

Keuka Spring Vineyards* 
Knapp & Schlappi* 

Leaf Guard* 
* Keuka Arts 

Festival   

sponsors 


